
PKOTECTION OR FREE TRADE

By Henry George.

? tion to political lines than do birds' Scotia, British Columbia and Aub- 
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Clearly, if there is any truth in . ............................... ,
the protective theory it must apply protecting them against the coal 
not only to the grand political of Iowa; or to protect the infant 
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If a country ought not to import Old England while giving them 
from other countries anything no protection against New Eng- 
whieh ifs own people can produce, land.

tralia, which cannot come in com-, 
petition with them, while not |

CHAPTER V. (Continved.)

THE PROTECTIVE UNIT.

The petty 8‘ates of which a few 
years ago Germany and Italy con­
sisted, ought ujion this theory to . . , , *
have had, as they once had. tariffs (the sAme principle must apply to 
bet "ecu them. Yet now, upon the every subdivision; 
same theory, they no longer need each county and 
these tariffs. Alsace and Lorraine, I must need its own

hen pXtM ’ hrAnd further than this, the proper | Britain than against Brazil-and

Now that th u- are German prov- application of the protective theory .. that
,l,..y ..... p,..teaK>.. .................. .. the . ...............ot uuo.ktn. I Ind... H «•«

F-,,,,«,. Texu», »hen part of Me.-1 into the enwlleel powible political | >1 we must have free trade -bout 
ieo, required a protective tarifl 
against the I nited States Now. 
being a part of the United States, 
it requires a protective tarifl against 
Mexico We of the Un.ted States 
require a protective tarifl against 
Canada, and the Canadians a tariff 
against us, but. if Canada were to 
come into the Union the necessity 
for both of t hese tariffs would dis 
apfiear.

Do not these incongruities show 
that the protective theory is desti 
tut«: of scientific basis; that instead 
of originating in any deduction 
from principles or induction from 
fu ts, it has been invented merely 
to serve the purposes of its inven­
tors? Political changes in no wise 
alter soil climate, or industrial .
needs. If the three British king- ¡import what it cannot produce, but | 
«loins do not now need tariffs j should restrict the importation ot i 
against one another, they could not 1 what it can produce, 
hive needed them before the union icrimination is 
If it is not injurious to the 
slates of Italy or Germany to trade I the protective unit, 
freely- with each other now, it could I r  r ------  e-----f—

not have been injurious before they I same tariff will no better suit all 
were united 
raine are hi 
with Gernu 
have been 
French provinces, 
ot the 
lakes 
would 
exchange of their products should 
Canada enter the American Union, 
they could not he injured by free­
dom to exchange their products 
now.

Consider how inconsistent 
the protective theory is the 
trade that prevails between 
states ot the American Union. 
Union includes an area almost as 
large us I’.'irope, yet the protection­
ists who hold that each European not be produced at home, 
country ought to protect 
against all th«' rest make i 
thins to the free trade that -------
between the American Suites, tho’ arising from the protection of such 
some nt these s'.-ites are larger than commotiities as thev do produce 
European kingdoms, and th«- 
ferenees between them.as to natural 
resourcesand industrial, develope- 
inent ar«* at least as great If it 
is tor th«* bcm tit of Germany and 
Franc«’ that they should be separat­
ed bv protective tariffs, does not 
New Jersey nee«l the protection of a 
tariff from New York and Pennsyl­
vania? and do not New York and 
Pennsylvania also need to be pro- 
««■eted from New Jersey? And if 
New England needs protection 
against the Pnnince of (¿mbee. 
and Ohio, Michigan and Illinois 
against the Province of Ontario, is 
it not ch'ar that thes« states also

the states 
th«1 south? 
i»ake that 

states belong to the 
American Union and th«' other to 
the Canadian Confederation-’ In­
dustry and commerce, when l«'tt 
to themselves, pay no more atten

divisions, but to all their parts, cotton mtlls of the south against
»» . ___La __A A- •_______ A 111.1 !___ 1____ i »ivir.<r thpni

i1 Upon the protective theory pro, 
and each state, I tection is most needed against like 
each township, industries. All protectionists agree 
protective tar- that the United States has greater 

need of protection against Great

Canada against the United States

all pallenti priceiai M — ~

Th

guarantee to 
it they can 
BTOftED, 
method and 
afford a CU

• • •
BEA Zj

• • •
Don’t brood over your cerO’on, nor 

Thousand! of tho V»or:t 1 -. 'c!

isrji' -I

7-" «27.7005,1^ 
d Control, 
orders Of

9 • «

HORC

rREÍÍWliFh J

I tn the Uso of C¿.
• c Alono own

Tho huve weukcr¿7/. 
DEVELOPED, or dista-,. .1 
or^r.ns, who oro GUÜcr- 
¿11.7 irata. rw)ftsOFYOUTH' 
and any Excesses. < r <.i

FOR A LIMITED TIME FREE

be with the countries most widely 
differing as to their productions 
from our own Now there is far 
less difference between the produc­
tions and productive capacities of 
New Hampshire and Vermont, of 
Indiana and Illinois, or of Kansas 
and Nebraska, than there is be 
tween the United States as a whole 

There­
fore, on the protective theory, tar­
iffs between these states are more 
needed than between the United 
States and foreign countries. And 
since adjoining townships differ 

tive unit the better can the theory less in industrial capacities than 
ot protection he applied. Protee-adjoining states, they require pro- 
tionists do not go so far as to avert | tective tariffs all the more, 
that all trade is injurious. They 
hold that each country may safely

divisions, each defending against 
the rest by its own tariff. For the 
larger the area of the protective 
unit, the more difficult does it be­
come to apply the protective theory. 
With every extention of such coun­
tries as lhe United States, the pos­
sibility of protection, if it can be 
appl'ed only to the major political 
divisions, becomes 
the poet’s dream 
mankind united in 
of the World,” the
protection would vanish.
other hand, the smaller the produc-

less, and were i and any foreign country 
realized, and 
a “Federation 
possibility of

On the

The thirteen American colonies 
came together as thirteen independ­
ent sovereignties, each retaining 
the full power of taxation, includ­
ing that of levying duty on imports, 
which was not given up bv them 
until 1787, eleven years after the 

I Declaration of Independence, when 
r pruu-v-uve unit. .jle peqera] (Jonstil ution was adopt
Upon protective principles thele<|. If the protective tneorv, then

Thus dis 
required, which be- 

various . comes more possible the smaller

If Alsace and Lor- the states of our Union than the 
by free trade same size shoes will fit all our sixty 

i’, they would I million per vie.
1 by it when i instance, does 
If the people iron or sugar.

Massachusetts, for

dominant in Great Britain, had al 
that time had the hold upon the 
American people which it afterward 
obtained, it is certain that the pow­
er of protecting themselves would

not produce coal, | never have been given up bv the
These, then, on states, 

opposite shores of the great I protective principles, ought to come ■ u*‘d 
and St. Lawrence Bi ver into Massachusetts free, while Penn- 
not lie injured l>v the free sylvania enjoyed protection on iron 

and coal, and Louisiana on sugar 
Oranges may be giown in Florida, 
but not in Minnesota; 
while
Intv
not.
list of states. To “protect” them pig dust free trade with foreign 
all with the same tariff is to ignore

therefore, 
Florida needs a protective 
on oranges, Minnesota does 
And so on through the whole 

To ‘ protect”

And had the Union contin 
as at first formed, or had the 

framers of the Constitution la ked 
the foresight to prohibit state tar­
iffs, there is no doubt that when 
we came to imitate the British sys 
tern of protection we should have 
had as strong a demand in the 
various states for protection against 
other states a* we have had for 
protection against foreign countries, 
ami the arguments now usedwith

free i
the. _ _

Our as each that part of the protective ' a^allli<l 1,e<‘,ra‘^e‘æ^'veen thestales.
■countries would today be urged
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liniment
other application compares with it in efficacy.

uis well-known remedy has stood the test of years, ala 
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it not clear that thes< 
need protection from 
wInch adjoin them on 
Wliat difference does it 
one set of

i theory which permits the free im­
portation of commodities that can- 

; and. by 
. t itself compelling them to pav higher 

no objec prices for what they cannot pro 
...t exists duee, to neutralize the benefits
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' Furthermore, while Massachu 
setts, on the protective theory, does 
not need protection on coal, iron 
and sugar, which she cannot pro 
duce, she does need protection 
against the beef, hogs and bread- 
stuffs with which she is “deluged” 
from the west to the injury of 
agricultural industries, and 
which protection would enable 
to raise enough for her home 
sumption On the ether hand, the 
west needs protection against the 
boots and shoes ami woolens of 
Massuehusetts. so that western 
leather and wool could be worked 
up at home, instead of being carried 
long distances in raw form, to be 
brought back in finished form 
the same wav tin* iron workers of 
Ohio need protection against Penn­
sylvania more than they do against 
England, while it is only mockery 
to protect Rockv Mountain coal 
miners against the coal of Nova
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