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*■ roin The Cenlurv :

It was an eventful ride, but Cap
tain Moseley noted one curious fact. 
He find not procetded far when he 
met two men riding down the moun
tain. Each carried a rifle Hung

P. F.

It v as not long before the two 
Soldiers were oi| their wav up the 
«nountain, nor was it long before 
Chad wick began to unfold his 
theory, by putting together various 
little facts that occured to him as 
lie talked.

1 I te I you what. Captain.” he 
Paid, as soon ns they were out of 
b «aring; “that gal’s a slick 'tin. 
It’s my belief that we’re goin’ on a 
fool’s errand. 'Stead of gtviiie to
ward Spurlock, we’re gwine riyht 
Straight away fiom 'ini When 
that gal made her disappea rance 
last night she went an’ found Spur 
lock, an' ef he ain’t a mitehul born 
fool, he tuck to the woods. Whv. 
th< sha vl that gal had on her head

across bis saddle in front of him. 
They responded gravely to the cap
tain's salutations.

"Have you seen Israel Spurlock 
this morning?” he a**- d.

“No, sir, I hain’t saw him.” an- 
‘ swered one. The other shook his 
hepd. Then they rode on down 
the mountain.

\ little farther on Captain "ore- 
lev met four men. These were 
walking, but each was armed — 
three with rilles, and one witn a 

[ shot gun. They had not seen 
Spuriock. At intervals In: met 
more than a dozen men—some rid
ing and some walking, i-iit all 

i armed. At last lie met two that 
presented something of a contrast
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this mornin* was soakin’ wet. It 
Weren t rainin’, an’ hadn't been for 
a right smart while. How come 
the shawl w< t? They weren’t hut 
win«- w iv. It got wet bv rubbin’ 
ugin the bushes and the limbs er | 
fin- trees ”

lliis theory was plausible enough 
to iiiipri s» itself on Captain Mose 
l’’V "What s to I e do u* then?” 
I e ask< d

"Well, the Lord knows what 
ought to be dot e,” said Chndwiek; 
"t ut I reckon the best plan is to 

► oft. r scatter out mi' skirmish 
nr< ini' a little l it We’d better 
died <• our army You go up the 
mountain an git Spurlock, if he’s 
up th ir. an' let me take niv stand
• n the ridge yander an’ keep mv
• veon I’m le Billy’s back yard an'( 
Imss lot If Spurlock's r’allv tuck 
Io the Woods, lie'll be miglltV llpt to
• e slmkin' ’roiiii' whar the ipil is.”

Captain .Moseley assented to this 
plan, and proceeded to put. it in ex 
ectilion as soon a- lie ami Chad 
v i< k weie a »..fir* distance fro.-i Un 
i’ll’ Billy Powers’ house. Chadwick 
dismounting, hd Ins horse along a
• ov path that ran at right angles 
Io the main load, mid was soon Io.«' 
to sight, while i he captain io le lor- 
w rd on his mission.

to the otllvts. They were armed, 
it is true; but they Were (aligning 
a id : i ,ging as l hev wclit along and 
While tUeV had lint Si ell T-puri K'k 
w i'll l.ieir ow n eyes, as tliev said, 
tliev kllew he mllst be further Up 
tfie mountain, for they bail heard
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< >t the two. as it turned out, the 
c ipiam had much the more com 
I Hable experience. lie reached 
the Spllllock house in I lie course of 
(hit e-ipiariers of an hour

In lespome lo his halloo Mrs 
s*pll 'Itn k came to the door

I was n spinin' away for dear 
lite, ' she remarked, brushing tier 
grm hair from her face, ' when all 
of a middt ii I liearn a fuss, an’ I 
'lows ter myself, savs I, *1'11 be 
holin'that ssome mien hailin','savs 
1; an’ then I dropp il evcr'thin' an' 
run ter the dottr, a.i' shore enough 
it was Won’t you 'light ail'come 
in' * she inquired with readv hos
pitality. Iler tone was polite, al
most obsequious.

"Is Mr. Israel Spurlock at 
home?" the eaptiim asked

"Not. ns you might say ndiaeklv 
at home, but I reckon it won't lw 
long Before he draps in. lie hain’t 
hud his brtiiktas* yit, though hit’s 
I t en a waitin’ for him tell hit’s 
Stout* cold The cows broke out 
lust night, an* lit* went off a huntin' 
for 'em time it was light good 
Israel is ties ei rank after his 
milk ex some folks is after tlie'r 
drum. I s«va, sms I, ”h >relv vun 
call do tliout your milk one morn
in* in the year;’ hut lie wouldn't 
high listen ter ti.at. lie thes up an" 
htillrd oil '

“I'll ride on,” sa il the taptam. 
"Mayl e I’ll meet him coming back.
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