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From The Century:

There was a pause here, during 
which Aunt Crirsy remarked, in a 
helpless sort of wav:

‘1 wotler whar Polly is, an’ what 
She’s a-doin’.”

“Don’t pester ’long of Polly,” 
snapped the paralvtic. “Sheknow’s 
what she’s a doin’.”

“About this Wesley Lovejoy,” 
»aid Captain Moselev, turning to 
the old m in; “you seem to know 
him very well.”

“You here that, William!” ex 
claimed Colomd Watson "Heasts 
me ef 1 know Wes. Lovtjoy! Do I 
know him? Why, the triflin’ hmm’! 
I’ve knowed him ev’rv since he was j 
big enough to rob a Imi-roos’.”

Click' Billy Powers, in hit genial 
wav. tried to change the current of 
conversation, ami he finally suc
ceeded, hut it was evident that Ail 
jutant Lovejoy 
not several, in 
hold. Such 
Spurlock ami
joy that Captain Moseley 
vafe Chadwick felt tin rnselves to 
hi- interlopers, and they once more 
suggested the necessity of puis ling 
their journey. This suggestion 
seemetl Io amuse the paralytic, who 
laughed loudly.

'"Lord A'mighty!” he exclaimed. 
* 1 know how you feel, an' I t’aii’l 
blame you for feelin’ so; hut do fl 
vou go up the mountain tins night. 
Tin's stay right whar you is, he 
ca’se i f you don't you'll make al 
your friends feel bail for you, Don i 
esl me how, don’t list me why 
Then vou stay. Come an’ put me 
to bml, William, an’ ib. n't let these 
folks go out n the house this night.”
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then, cle ching her teeth,she would 
presK blindly on. She was carry
ing a message of life and freedom 
io Israel Spuilock.

With trie ruin dripping from her 
hair and skirts, her face and hands 
beiiti mbed with cold, out with 
every ner.e strung to the highest 
tension and every faculty alert to 
meet whatever danger might pre
sent itself, Polly struggled on up 
the mountain path, feeling her way 
as best she could, and pulling her
self along by the aid of the friend
ly saplings and the oveihanging 
trees.

After a while—and it seemed a 
long time to I’olly, cont Hiding with 
the fierce forces of tile night and be
set by a thousand doubts and fears 
—she could hear Spin lock’s dogs 
barking What if the two soldiers, 
suspecting her mission, had mount
ed the i r li.ases and nut st rippi d her? 
She hail no time to renn tuber the 
ditlieuliies of the mountain road, 
nor did she know that she itad been 
on her journey not more than half 
an hour.
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Billy eari ied the old 
next room, tucked 
his bed, and then 

Conversation lagged to such
once!

• felt moved to inquire about” 
Uncle Billy responded with 

ii sweeping gesture of his right
hand, which might mean much m 
little. To the two Confederates II 
meant nothing, but to Aunt ('cissy 
it said that Polly had gone up the 
mountain in the rain and cold In
voluntarily the woman shuddered 
Hiid drew nearer the tire.

Il was in tact a venturcsonu 
journey that Pi lly had undertaken 
Hardened as she was to the weath
er. familiar as she was Io the foot
paths that ltd up and down and 
around the face of the mountain, 
her heart rose in her mouth when 
she found lien elf fairly on the road 
to Spurlock’s h 'Use. The darkness 
was almost overwhelming tn its in- 
tensity. As Uncle Billy powers re
marked. while showing the two 
Confederates to their bed III the 
''tdivd-room" there “was a solid 
chunk of it from om end of erva 
tlon to t’ other.” Th i nun, falling 
Steadily lull not heavily, was bitter
ly cold, and it was imide more nil 
coiitfot table by the wind, which 
rose and fell with ii muttled roar, 
like the sigh of some Titanic spirit 
Hying hither and yonder in the 
wild recesses of tin' sky. Bohl as 
she was, the girl was appaled bv 
the llivisll le contention that seemed 
to Im going on in the e'einents alovv 
her and more than once she paused, 
ready to tlee, as best she could, 
back to the light and warmth she 
had left la-hind; but the gesture of 
Chadwick, with its cruel sigmti 
cance, would recur to her, and
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