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A Conscrivot’s Christm_a.s.

BY JOEL CHANDLER HAERIS.

®rom The Century

There was a sound of shuflling
in the next room, and then Unele
Billv came into the room, bearing
in his stalworth armes a big rocking-
chair r-u:ul.litniln}_’ a little old man
whose hody and limbg were shinv
¢led and shrunken “lll_\' his head,
which seemed to be ubnormally
Lirge, had escaped the ravages of
whatever disease had gerzed hin.
i< eves were bright as a bird's,
and his forechead was noble in its
l,n-|,-r'.in||

Gentlemen,” gaid 'ne'e Billvy,
“this here s Colonel Dick Wa'so
He used to be a big po itici ner n
Vis day ad” time.  H's v father-
In luw

Unele Billv seemed to he wonder-
fully I-r'lall-l‘ of his connection with
Colonel Watson., As for the ¢l
nel, he oyod the strangers elosely,
forgetting, appa=ently, to respond
to their salutation

I reckon you think it's mighty
fine, thesh 'vre business er gwine to

war whar the y hain't nobody b

| L ihle folks,"” exelinmed the col-
onel. his =hreill, metallie voiee being
10 curtous contrast to s emaetatead
fisnire
l’.nl'l\l

warning Tante

"suid Mrs. Powers in a

Lord Almiighty!  don't ;n--.h-i
Hauin't [ Illllli'

gecd war before?  When | was

e, Crissy Jane

the legi<lotur’ dadnt the Lonvg rig
up an' march away to Mexiea?
Buat vou know vourself.” the colo-
nel went on, turning to Unele Millyv's
guests, “that this hain't Mexico,
an’ that they hain't no war gwin
on on this 'ere il You know thar
nughty well "

“But there's a tolerabile big one
gorng on over vonder” said Cap
tain Moselev, with a sweep of the
II.'||1I Wieslw ||l]

Now vou don’t sav! exelatmed

Colonei Watson surcastically A

big war goin’ onan’ vou all quiled

up here before the fire, out'n sight

an’ ont'n hearin'! Well, well, we H
‘We are on business."" said

tan “u-- |1-\, L'l-I.I|\

'vony shore!” sund the colonel
wilh o sitmister serench that was * -
tended to stmulate Loagtver  “You
took the words out 'n v month,
I was ivab ut ready to sav it when
you upped an® said it vourself,
A\ WE EWine on over _\.lr-lil r .|II. Vi
all up here on busipess Urissy
dune” reminrked the colonel in a
different tone, * *ome here an' Wiiwe
my tnce an’ see of ' a-swentin’
Ef 'm a-sweatin', hit's the fust

time #inee Saddav betore | ast

Mrs, Powers UL AT L « her father's
face, and assured him that she feht
Evintoms of perspiration

*Oh, ves!" continued the colonel

“Business here an' war vander |
bere that vou er after Spursock
Lord AMmighty above us!  What ‘er
vaou after Isral for?  He hain't el
Al the

rlllhl'l he can l' Y is Lo [l_'h] [‘..r his

no miggers for 1o fight for

ole mammy
Captain Moseley

!'\!il.lll’l to Colonel Watsan why s

l'lull.l\nrl'-l L [T

duty made it imperatively  neces-
gary to carry Spnrlock back to the
conseript camp, but in the miadst of
it ull the old wan eried out
'‘Oh, | know who gent vou!”
“"Who?" the captain sad
“Nobody but Weslev Lovejoy
Captain Moseley made no re-
sponse, bat gazed imo the fire

Chadwick on the other hand, when

Lovejoy’s name was mentloned,
glapped  himself on the leg, and |
straightened himself up with the
air of a wan“who has made an i«
teresting discovery

“Come, now,” Colonel Watson
ingisted, “hain't it so? Ihd n't
Weslev Lovejoy send you?

“Well.,” said Mosely, “a man
pnamed Lovejoy is on Colonel War
ing's staff, and he gave me my or
ders,”

At thig the old man fairly
<hricked with langhter, and go =in
ister wos itg emnphasis that the two
soldiers feit the cold chills ereeping
up their backs.

“\What's the matter with Love

jov 7" It was hadwick who

‘~}u.i\u-

“Oh. wait!"” eried Colonel Wat
son:  “thes wait. You may ni|
wintit to wait, but you'll have to
[ may look ke Ymo onnghty puny.
an’ | speck 1| am, but [ hannt dead
vit.  Lord A'nughiy ne!  Not by
long shot
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