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A Conscript’s Chrstmas.
BY JOEL CHANDLER HARRIS.
From The Century:
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na old man sitting in a sheltered
place by the side of the road. They
came on the stranger so suddenly
that their horses betrayed alarm,
and it was all they could do to keep
the animals from slipping and roll
ing into the gorge at their left. The
old man was dressed in a suit of
gray jeans, and wore a wool hat,
which, although it showed the signs
of constant use, had somehow man
aged to retain its original shape.
His head was large and covered
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failed to hide the evidence of firm
ness iinddetermination; but around
hi - mouth ¡1 serene smile lingered,
ai d humor sparkled in his small
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‘ But it’s the law,” said Captain
Mosely. The captain had been
wounded in Virginia, ami was en
titled to a discharge, bu t he acepted the position of conscript officer.
He had the grit an»l discipline of a
veteran, and a persistence in carry
ing out his purposes that gave him
the name of “Hardhead” in the
army. He was tall and muscular,
but his drooping left shoulder
showed where a Federal ball had
found lodgement. His closely
cropped beard was slightly streaked
with gray, and his lace would have
been handsome had not determina
tion left its rude handwriting there.
The two rode on in silence a lit
tle space, the cold mists, driven by
the wind, tingling in their faces.
I’resently Private Chadwick, who
bail evidently been ruminating over
the matter, resumed the thread of
complaints.
“They tell me,” he said, ‘ that
it’s heap easier to make a bad law
than it is to make a good one
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