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FATE'S AIDE

BY LEIGH WEHBRSTER
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R X )
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a la hing stock to the -ru'.\'i' I
have been rather unsocial of late,
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entine's, eh! Soitis! Rather an

nsive joke—this thing is the
wld, too,” and he held
light “It 18 only a

I ean see that there

exp
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it up to the

part ol a ring
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le-q1 ¢t the other way to fit 1nto
this. T'wo four |-.|\‘-lu overs min-
hwl nretty |iil n It onoht to bhe u
luck v combination Now, who could
have sent it to me? The address
looksa little like Temple's—at leagst
s 1t mteht if e was treving to d
i i ind,  Well I eagald gtand
it Lrion Ll Search  the
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I oad 11 I I CHEY WAV ol
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is t Valentine dav! W, |
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b v « would | there
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\ i . 1 I Wi I 1 stop L
th I won't it all

Valentine's Day a whirl 1

\ N0 o could o ount HAIT
| perl 15:|-| MO O COme 1n I
g t was the longest day she ha
e known, as she wand d. res
lesslv, fron | room t o her
| lminfu I the dainty concoction
[ laee, bon-bons, and tender  senti
ments, witte which the good sgaint
had tavored her She drew a sig!
i relied when, ot last dinner over

her s lardi

an departed to hiselul

¢ free to paart tke herselt
drawing roon.

pecial Th

perfunie of tlowers

which
nook

st

soothed hey

sparies, aud she langhed
the

table

shye

noted work

thrown carelesslv on the

‘How many things | have tried
to do to dayv and what t farce it has
v been!

She  movead thout the r n 1
graceful : ! lull green
gOWNn, w s | = vf siiver
tOn ! | hand w L CUTTOUS ring
wl | e oft to study
then w K toa great
ll|l|‘ b fore fie l il |! sl l!ll\

contempiated both hands
'I-.!u-\[ dttention
showed an anxious and ¢
troubled face

“How could I do it? If)

what a talee position | =)

\ S err b 1 ) 1

Wi ' | = | Y Ly

il | '

Py ' wers UL e 1T e, |

verw helmed with sha e

t? Iid 1|

'.ik!'l.\l'r_\ precautiom [ T'-nj" thet

should be

How could he s L

[ feel sure of that.”
“Yes,

card—"vou
mav What

shall 1 sav? [ mast go through with

he won't come
{ A ring at the bell).

taking the olfered

Katv”

bring him in here

it now!

Mr ],.1r"}l.".“

Good eveming,
How good of vou to come out a
night hke this | asked you to

drawing room 1s

Ihl t I‘(" this

come in here, the

anl ehveer

B LY

. . . 1
geal near the lire [ have been tairly
georching myv face all the evenng,

place to

and will gladly resign my
vou."

She turned, picked up a fan, and
carefully seated lLerseif with her
back to the light Her guest had
been, apparantly, struck dumb

for now that there was anopportun
had He

nad g ank down obediently the

ity. he (1] \\'r.l"l 1o =av

Into

|'-ii.r.Tll1 out to numn

wirtn corner
and was gazing fixedlv at the hand
which held the fan, Could he b

It was half a shado

nve hiseyes?

vet, when she had held out Lier hand
in greeting just now, the ring look
vill g0 familiar it bad taken hi
breagth away.  Seeing her eves  fol
w the direetion that his had taken
e satd, holdly:

“\W hat'a curious ring!’
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