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“didn’t HE APR WIIEKE I WAS?” 

From New York Le iger

“Bess has made up her mind not 
to come,” said she in answer to 
y< U'ig Cotesworth’s eager inquiry. 
“She had a chance to do a little ex
tra sewing for extra pay. and dt ar 
Bess is dreadfully fond ot money 
for one so y< ung. Quite a miser, 
you know.” And Flora’s laugh 
rang out sweet and clear, above the 
jingle of the sle.gh-bells.

It was lot g | ast midnight when 
the gay party return-<l. 1 ut B ss 
still sat tewing at the machine. 
.She listened, with a pale, set face, 
to Flora's exaggi rated description 
of lhe “delightful time they had 
had ”

“I’d nelp you. Bess, if I wasn’t 
so awfully tired,” said Flora, with 
yawn. “Are you nearly through?”

Bess smil< d. Did Flora dream, 
she thought, how tiled she «as? 
And there were yet four or live 
ho'irs’ work on the gown.

“Oh,” cautiously added Flora, “1 
forgot to tel1 you that I stepned on 
the skirt of the nd merino dress, 
getting into the sleigh 
home, and tore it into 
But it was an old thing. 
You couldn't have got 
wear out of it.
nice.”

“Was he? Didn’t he ask where 
I was?”

Flora shook her head. Where' 
was the use. she thought, of encour : 
aging Bess to think too much of- 
the handsome voting steam-titter, i 
whom she, Flora, had fully deter
mined to make her own prey?

’’1’111 so tired of this everlasting 
dressmaking,” said Flora to her
self. “And ( harles Cotesworth 
would Le a husband for any girl 
be proud of”

Cousin Thankful Morse sat 
her little room at the Old Ladi 
Home, th** n<-.\t dav, w lien tin* mat
ron brought the steam-titters fore
man to look at tin* 11 iweil radiator
pipes under thewindow. Sh knew 
him nt uim*.
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he said. ‘"Flora told me—”
Cousin Thankful wagged her 

head of stiff gray curls:
•‘You can’t put no dependence in 

wi.at Flcra Trefoil says,” declared 
she “She’s allays tryin’ to put 
other people in the background. I 
jest wish von could ’a’ seen Be?s 
cry in’ over her work, ’arter you’d 
all gone away and left her last 
night!”

“Do you think.” said Cotesworth 
seizing his monstrous nippers as i 
with fata) intent, ‘"she would be at 
home if I were to call to-night?”

Cousin Thankful looked wondei- 
ously sage.

“Ef I was you. Charlie,” said she, 
“I’d go to the dressmakers ulace 
and sort o’ calculate to walk home 
with her. Wr else, like's not, you 
will find yourself caught in some of 
Flora’s tricks and traps, 
no confidence in Flora.”

Mr. Cothsworth availed 
of the old woman’s hint. 
Hess Trefoil came out of 
Enrico’s little side-door that even
ing, into the dark street, where the 
gas-lamps blurred feebly against 
the driving mist which was fast ef
facing the purity of the snow. Mr, 
('o’ewirth's umbrella was waiting 
for her.

■*Mr. < ’ote.«.worth!” she cried, with 
little start.
“You are not sorry’ to see 

Bess?”
“No; but—but—”
“Bessie, I didn’t half enjoy the 

shigh riile last night without you.’’
Her face shone radiant under the 

row of theatre-lamps which they 
were just passing.

""Really?”
(It seemed such a silly thing to 

say, but what else was there tor 
her?) They were in a dark place 
now; he drew her arm in his.

“We can walk better under one 
umbrella—so,” he said. “I wonder, 
Bess, what you would say if'1 were 
to ask you to walk through all the 
years of life at my side.”

“I think,” murmured Bess, “I— 
should sav—yes.”
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tile old linx set, bo 
with mot Its. Sh<* set 
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it was one, too. that Flora ought to 
have done, Put she somehow con
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lavs thinking of other |*<*ople. 
Bess as pays m» I oard he*-«*,

< otesWorth, a Id* d the loqmteious
exam

joints of the st. am pi|««*s 
w a.» n't
noth

Sunday with 
I ¡.div eaten 
tip all night 
dress maker;

for 
al
ICh
Mr

o’d lady, hs Charlie Iwnt to 
ine th«*
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for her. Flora wouldn’t « art* 
in' ef I was Site thi* k« old fo.ka 
hain't no I u*n* s to exist P> o 
Reas! I was dreadful sorry for In r 
last night; .»he w tilted to go on th.it 
id* tifh rule ¡twin! l ad! But she 

ef she b st the pl mi* at 
\\ 1 .1 s her nano* s, t!«Ti- 

wouldn't l.e no rent paid :n*r c’oili* 
bought fir Mr». Trefoil!"

( Karies Cote«worth straight* n**«I 
hinuwif up.
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