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‘‘STILL warm with his life’s blood”

‘ Well,” she continued, having 
been reassured of her lovers undy
ing affection for her, whatever un
pleasant events her recital might 
bring forth, ‘‘the old gipsy was 
standing at the end of the long 
walk, where she could comtftand a 
full view of the house, and so of 
course saw me, and advanced to 
meet, and taking my hand led 
into the rose arbor, and drew 
to a seat, which placed me in a
sition with my back to the entrance, 
herself being seated so as to com
mand a full view of the park gate, 
which I hud managed to leave un
locked. and by which she had en
tered. She had soon entirely ah 
Borbed my attention, and I may 
say fairly enchanted me, by the 
marvelous and brilliant future she 
was making out for us—vou and I, 
Armaiidus.” faintly whispered the 
poor creature, raising her large, sad 
ey< s which were tilled with tears, 
to her lover’s 
half doubted 
still.

But when
lent appeal by pressing 
closer to his heart, and imprinting 
love-born kisses upon her cold, 
white lips, and hade her proceed, 
she no longer doubled, and r< turned 
to her narrative with new hopes 
and fresh courage

"Well.” she resumed, ’ she had 
managed to entirely absorb my at 
tention when suddenly some person 
or persons fr mi behind me threw a 
blanket of some heavy wrappings 
over mv head, which so completely 
stunned
that I was unable to give any 
alarm.
Ipyself hastily loin some distance 
in the arms 01 two persons, when 1 
was placed m a carriage and driven 
hastily awav. 1 then for the first 
time realized mv situation, for 1 
overheard a voice which I reeog 
lived—the voice of Richard Ran
dall, and 1 swooned------”

‘‘Great Heaven!
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fled—ran to you Armandus.”
The poor creature had scarcely 

Leased speaking when a ghastly 
pallor usurped the momentary 
flush which had been born of ex
citement of the moment, and fell 

I in a dead swoon against her faith
ful lovers breast; for the poet of 
Brainbridge now knew that his 

j long-loved and long-lost Marcella 
was a maniac!

“Yes, yes! Great Heaven! she is 
I mad!” w hispered the poet, as he 
¡tenderly raised the inanimate form 
| in his arms find placed it upon the 
| lounge, and pouring a glugs ot wit e 
(from a decanter standing on ti e 
' table at his right hand, be pried 
open the set teeth, and putt.ng a 
spoonful Between her lips soon had 
the satisfaction of seeit.e her e_.es 
slo lp open and raised to his face

A beam of saneness again looked 
out from these dark eyes, and the 
soft light st >le ov r the counti nance, 
while a swe.-t but terrible sad smile 
played again over the once beauti
ful face of the unhappy creature.

‘‘Armandus.” she whispered, 
she opei.ed her eyes.

"Yes. darling,” he re 
and sle-p.” lie said, 
hand caressingly upon 
bing brow.

He now, for the first 
it had dropped from
thought of the poniard, 
quit kly stepping to the place w here 
it had dropped, pick'd it up ¡mil 
held it befor the lamp, and sur< ly 
it was stained—ves, dyed deep.) 
with gore.

The last heli’ hour had been like 
a century to Armandus Clarendon, 
so crowded had been his brain with 
serious questionings.

That Marcella Marsden was in- 
I sine he knew to be a fact. But 
! wliat position ought he to take? 
Surely he could never relinquish 
her to the 
And her
fi-om grief within .1 year after her 
mysteriou’ disappearance, and 
1 < ing their only heir, her father 
on his death-bed, hail sent for the 
poet of Bruinbridge, and placed his 

1 fortune in Ins hands, in trust for 
I his daughter, should she le found 
' within twenty-five years. After 
that time, ho ever, the poet, was to 
make use of it as his own.

Ha<l she only retained her reason, 
j Clarendon loved her well enough to 
; have smothered every feeling of re
pugnance, toward her betraver, and 
would have married her. But 

I could be, dare he marry a maniac? 
He knew that Richard Randall 
had been a suiter for Miss Mars
dens hand, and tnat she had pre
vious to having met him l>een be
trothed to Randall, whom she dis* 
carded for him; and he now fullv 
believed all Mantdla had sa'd, lioth 
during her sane moments after she 
had entered his library, which pre- 
cetleii the ravings, when she eon- 
fessed to the murdering of Randall, 
and all that she avered 
place even as she said.

Clarendon had net 
friend in the world, but 
mined at once to find a mponsible 
woman to take charge of his de
mented darling, and so through 
the long hours of that desolate 
night the ¡wiet sat m his easy-chair 
which he drawn up lieside the 
lounge where the poor creature was 
•leeping calmly, for her physical 
strength was nearly exhausted, and 
arranged his plana.

TO »■ CMttHVU
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V

ard Randall!” she reiterated, 
dearest, listen," she shispered.

And she raised her head from the 
ahoulder of her lover, anil gazed 
with such n peculiar anil startling 
expression in her eyes that her 
oouipanion released Ins hold, and 
springing to his feet, 
ingly into the depths 
and now sparkling 
him.

Eorjust one brief
poor creature returned the gaze, 
with a soft light stealing into her 
sparkling eyes, and a gentle atuile 
playing upm her pali> face

Then like a fl ash of lightning the 
scene chnnged, and the soft loving 
light died from out those hand 
Minis, dark eve», but to give place 
to a terrible and unnatural brilliant, 
and spnuging to her feet she eon 
fronted her lover, who stool like 
one petrified.

“See! are!" she cried, drawing 
from the bosom of her dreas a small, 
ail ver-mounted poniard, and bold | 
mg it up to her companion'a gaze. 
“See. Armandus.it is still warm! 
with hie life’s blood! I thrust it

had

a 
he
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