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And bo it happened that Augusta I 
Vivian had let a bright tear-drop or 
two fall upon the shining folds of 
silver-barred tarletan as she sat | 
there all alone.

“Augusta,” said Aunt Bessie, ■ 
presently re-entering and sitting 
herself down to work in the sunny 
corner of the bay window, “how old 
is your sister Helen?”

“Sixteen next month,” answered 
Augusta, spiritlessly.

“I thought so,” said Aunt Bes-j 
sie, sagely. "Do you know, Augus­
ta, I’ve got a new kink in my 
head!”

“What is that?” asked Augusta, 
forcing herself at least to appear to 
take some Bort of interest in the sub­
ject under discussion.

“Major Culthorpe next door—' 
don’t you notice that he comes here 
every day?”

“He never speaks to me,” said 
Augusta, coldly.

“But he does to Helen! They 
were out an hour yesterday looking 
at the lyacinth beds. I do really 
believe he means something, Au­
gusta. Helen is young, to be sure 
—only sixteen—and he must be 
more than thirty----- ”

“Thirty-one.” said Augusta, with 
a little sigh, so soft that it was 
scarcely preceptible.

"But lie’s very rich and very 
handsome—a great deal more bril-1 
Kant match, in a worldly point of 
view, that Lilly’s husband. Helen , 
couldn’t do better than to accept I 
him if lie should happen to propose, 
and so I shall tell her.”

Augusta dare not answer. Mar­
rying ami giving in marriag»—how 
naturally they came to every girl | 
but herself. Here was little Helen,' 
wearing short dresses, and scarcely ■ 
out of the school-room, and Major 
Culthorpe. one in a thousand, hand 
some as Apollo, and polished as 
Chevalier Bayard, had already sin­
gled her out to be his wife! A 
keen pang of envy shot through 
Augusta Vivian’s heart, none the 
less keen in tout she felt how base 
it was thus to grudge the royal 
crown of wedded happiness to her

along, scarcely knowing or heeding 
whither she went. Some new shad­
ow seemed to have come over her 
life within the last hour—some i 
brooding phantom of evil, she her­
self knew not what. Only that she 
was very, very sorrowful, and longed 
to be alone.

“Miss Vivian!”
She started like a frightened

fawn.
“Major Culthorpe!”
For he had met her at the little 

wire gateway which divided the 
Culthorpe estate from the less pre­
tending grounds of the cottage. A 
tall, handsome man, with Spanish 
eyes, a rich dark complexion, and 
a beard soft and long as Hoss silk. 
Major Culthorpe’s cheek was slight­
ly flushed, aB if in sympathy with 
the touchof crimson which suffused 
Augusta Vivian’s whole face

“Did I startle you, Mi-s Vivian?” 
“No, but I did not expect----- ”
She stopped abruptly, not know­

ing what to say in her confusion.
“Were you going for a walk?” 
“Yes—no—I don’t know.”
And Augusta Mushed more hot­

ly than ever at the thought of what 
a goose she was making of herself. 
But Major Culthorpe did not seem 
to notice it. •

“May I have the pleasure of walk­
ing a little wav with you?” he 
asked.

“Helen is up at the cottage,” Au-
gusta answered, impulsively.

“Is she? I hopesheis very well; 
but you have not vet answered my 
question.”

“Of course—certainly—I shall 
be very happy.” stammered Augus­
ta. Ami she thought to herself 
"Now he is going to make a confi­
dante of me.”

TO HF CONTIWURD.

Artist (with elevated evebrows) 
— Humph! You’ve been having 
your house painted.

Suburban Host (porudly)—Yes. 
Looks gay, don’t she?

Artist (with cutting irony)—XVhv 
didn’t vou put on more colors?

Host (apologetically)—The store 
I went to only had six colors.

Editor—What’s this” Poetry? 
Get out of here or I’ll----- ”
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young sister's lover.
"llelen is the last of the flock." 

added Aunt Bessie, meditatively, 
‘except you, Augusta, and I don't 

suppose vou will ever marry now!”
"No,” Augusta echoed, looking 

down drearily at the waite tarletan 
folds, "1 shall never marry now."

"And you’ll be wrv happy. I 
daresay.” went on Aunt Bessie, in 
a conaolatarv vein “People that 
don't have anv ups are never trim 
Med with downs I tear heart alive 
I’m an old maid myselfr and I'm 
sure my life has always I een art 
easy one!"

"But if you never had a L ve?"
"Well, 1 don’t no bow things 

would have seamed to me then.’’, 
said Aunt Bessie “I've always 
felt more like a widow than an old 
maid since, though I've l-een Miss 
X ivmA to the end of the chapter, 
just as vou will be’"

And Aunt Bessie fell into such 
a reverie concerning old times, that 
she never heeded when Augusa 
slipped «»ut of the room

Down into the garden, through 
hedges of budding lilacs, where cro- 
cub blowBoms sprinkle the borders 
with g«»l«l, ami pale si«ow-dro|M> 
were airend« sending up their stars 
of spring bloom across the rustic 
bridge to th«‘ olitarv walk among 
the evergreens. Augusta tlitt««i

Stranger—I’m not a poet. I'm a 
rh v mester

Editor—Oh? Sit down.
Strnnger—I'm sling slang.
Editor—Have a cigar.
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