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THREE TIMES A BRIDESMAID.

uiung. scarcely knowing or heeding
whither she went. Some new shad-
'ow seemed Lo have come
[life within the last
brooding phantom of evil, she her
self knew not what. Only that she
was very, very sorrowful, and longed
to be alone.
“Migs Vivian!”
atarted like a frightened

“eym New York Weekly:

And so it happened that Augusta |
Vivian had let a bright tear-dropor
two fall upon the shining folds of
gilver-barred tarletan as she sat
there all alone.

“Augusta,” said Aunt Bessie,
presently re-entering and sitting
herself down to work in the sunny
eorner of the bay window, “how old
is your sister Helen?”

“Sixteen next month,”
Augusta, spiritlessly.

“I thought so0,” said Aunt Bes-
“Do you know, Augus-

She
wi.
“Major Culthorpe!”

For he had met her at the little
answised wire gateway which divided the
Culthorpe estate from the less pre-
tending grounds of the cottage. A
tall, handsome man, with Spanish

ie. ragely. : i
8l gely eves, a rich dark complexion, and

've 2w kink in n ;
;“' Il:,. i s oyl a beard soft and long as floss silk.
wead ! . C ) _
“What is that?” asked Augusta, .\'lujlar Culthorpe’s cheek was slight-

ly lushed, as if in sympathy with

ine herself at least to appear to ; : :
S S l A the touchof crimson which suffused

take some sort of interest in the sub-

ject ler discussion Augusta Vivian’s whole face
2t unde 3 . : : L
" “Did I startle vou, Miss Vivian?

next door—

“Major Culthorpe
don’t you notice that he comes here

“No, but I did not v_‘(ln':'l

on She stopped abroptly, not know-
every day’

H r speaks to me " gaid ing what to say in ]i"'""“f‘l"i”ll
“Ie neve *f p i 4
A { dly “Were you going for a walk?”’
ugusta, coi s e
T v8—n0—] Nnow
“But he dees to Helen! I'hey Yes : L "i"“ "k ‘l' :
were out an hour vesterday looking And Augusta blughec g 1ot
he | th beds I do really ly than ever at the thought of what
at the lvacinin De do ' J . ! ‘
J A FOOREe & | Al ¥ o ot
believe he means something, Au- . PSRN _‘1" was making herselt
Hel voung. to b aH But Major Culthorpe did not secn
plan:\ elen 18 young, to e §
tice it
—only s1xtecn and he must be to notice 1 - }
| thirty " “.\':l_\' [ have the llil'jl}{l]rr- of walk-
more than IR —— . g ‘ . 3
Thirty-one.” said Augusta, with "': a’ little way with you he
a little sigh, so soft that it was DERO. . »
| tib “Helen is up at the cottage.” Au-
gearcely preceptible ;
t But ]‘ ' l ricl nd  verv gusta anawered, 1|“||11]q|\'¢-|_\,-
“But he's very ich an v ;
: “le she? | }Ill!"“-hl' 18 very well:

handsome—n great do al more bnl-

liant mateh, in a worldly point of but you |"l'il‘-'t' not vet answered my

view. that Lilly's husband Hele question

couldn’t do better than to accept : HOt ""”r-"".'T-"- r't:mn]\:—l shall

oo ot L gshould happen to propose be very ]lill’l'\- stammered \r;_::h-.

and so [ ghall tell her ta.  And _“}"' _'-I"""Jl-'f to  he '4--|.f
Augusta dare not answer. Mar Now h_" 18 lf'-lrlu to make a confi-

rving and giving in marriag ~hiow dante of “"1:.-. Ehidenr s

naturally they came 1o every L‘.‘Il’i

but herself. Here was little Helen, Aitiet (il closated oveliroms)

wenring shorl dresses, and scarcely Humph!  You've been having

out of the school-room, an 1 Major) o ur house painted

Culthorpe. oneinn thousand, hand

Suburban Host (porudly )—Yes

O 8 '\;" Ho, and "““hh' d as Looks gay, don't she?

Chevalier Bayard, had already &in Artist (with entting irony )—Whyv
gled her out to be his  wife! A dide't vou put on more ecolors?
keen pang of envy shot through Host (avologetically )—The store
Augusta Vivian's heart, none he 1 owant to only had six colors.

less keen in tnat she felt how base

over her ;|
hour—eome |
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