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■T^iE STORY OF A WO- se?ut3c^t'100't3cxpcr‘anceafeanv" MAR’S SE^R^T 'thing else which drew him later to¡thing else which drew him later „ 
I Fenn Eyrie.

A e'figle day’s observation there 
confirmed him in the conclusion to 
which he had leaped. Not only 

{was August changed; he seemed 
{haggard and harassed when he 
{thought himself unobserved, and 

,_j was unnaturally gay at fitful inter- 
| vala; - but Mrs. Fenn, fair, graceful 
and self-possessed, did not deceive 
the keen-sighted guest. He could 

1 see that she watched her husband 
¡furtively and anxiously, that she 
I - - - -* - -

ceuld make your whole record clear, j 
What ever hold that hair, had upon { 
von, it is not what it seemed; your I 
brother, or a lover in tho past, per-1 
Laps—nothing more. Juno!” in 
sudden panic under that inexplic i 
able gaze, “you can ’explain 
mystery of that time, you will 
what that man is to you?”

"I can and will do neither 
one thing nor the other.”

“You refuse?” he huskily asked, j 
Do you understand the conge-1 

,quence?”
"You may tell it to mo.”
“You never could be wife of. 

mine! For Heaven’s sake,” in one- 
last, inipassicned appeal, “don’t j 
wreck the happiness of both of us! 
Don’t tell me I have been deceived.” ■

"I have nything to tell you but ; 
this: In your iinineasurable eelf-; 
conceit you have deceived yourself 
I love you, a man who would cm-; 
ploy such means to hunt down a ■ 
defenseless woman! I saw you j 
come out of that room that night 
after I had left it; I divined that I 
you would search into my past.{ 
an l make use of the knowledge you ; 
would gain to blast my reputation 
in a good man’s eyes. For the] 
schemer in such a worthy cause, | 
for the man who could not even be 
true to his friend, I have no feeling 
but one of supremest contompt.”

Utterly amazed and stunned, it 
was moment before Mr. Dillon 

.could collect himself to reply.
■ You choose the richer prize; I 

might have known it,” he said bit­
terly. “If I wi re not strictly loyal 
to my friend, I will be just to him. 
^■siiu^i know what 1 have learned 
bul you will not fjjid.it diijeult 0 
U ' your pvtlce w ith him. en 
Twas willing to be credulous, what 
may we not expect of August?”

A quick gloom blotted out the 
«corn and anger in her face.

“I asked you once to save him, 
¿ind you would not. I cannot ex­
plain; mv secret must be a dead 
secret to the end. You have'shown 
me that no honorable man could 
overlook shell a mystery. August 
iyill give me up, as you would have 
der.e, hud tho choice rested with 
you.”

“lie never will! If you are free 
to come to me, my love, no secret 
shall stand between us; no shadow 
from that painful past shall reach 
j-ou as my beloved wife!”

BY JENNIE DA VIS BUBTON.
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NOT STAND Sl’Cll A TEAT!
From New York Weekly.

“Keep back! you think you have! 
gained some knowledge of inyse-- 
"ciel. How can you think me any­
thing but a vile wretch; how can 
you care f>r me, thinking that?”

“How, indeed? But I have.isot, 
believed it,” he said, doggedly, i 
“I l.avi always felt sure that you

EVEN

id. r.. ne

p<s
sighed frequently, and that there 
was a constraint in the manner of 
caeh, as if some invisible barrier 
had come between them.

“The same old story,” mused 
Dillon. “I wonder if there ever 
was a passion that connunibial bliss 
•lid not woar threadbare? No 
more, I suppose, than that there 
never was a bouse which did not 
have its skeleton in the closet some­
where; and, by Jove! it looks as if. 
they somehow had run afoul of the 
skeleton.”

I am not sure that Mr. Dillon 
was not devoutly thankful just then 
that it was bis friend and not him­
self who had “run afoul” presuma- 

ibly of the questionable possession 
aforesaid.

Ho went out to «:npkc n cigar 
with his old friend, the colonel, 
who was tho only vivacious mem­
ber of tho little parly at Fenn 
Eyrie that day. Their desultory 
talk drifted naturally into a n.rson 
al channel.

"Mv pleasure at seeing you is in­
creased by an alloy of selfishness, 
I’orde, tny dear fellow, though 1 
must have been glad under any 
circumstances. To tell you the 
truth, I am anxious on August’s ac- 

j count. You used to exert as much 
i influence over him ns any one ever 
> did, and I think you will not refuse 
your service in that way for his good 

! now.”
| “You forget—perhaps you never 
! knew—how signally I failed when 
11 endeavored to exert that influence 
last.”

I “Ah, but we were all wrong there 
.deciured luc old, »oldiur, with en 
thuslasm. “I have come to my 
sirrisi’s'tit'l.fsVh’nt I was as Riud 
nnd ns ousllnato as any"aid fool nt 
first. Let my little Junfl ulono to 
win her own cause. I saw her. and 
I ‘caved.’ as a matter of course, nnd 
I’m as proud of my son’s wife to­
day as ho possibly can be.”

“Thon your anxiety does not re­
fer to their mutual relation, or any­
thing partaining it?”

“Certainly not. They are 
most devoted and beet mated 
in the world; but young men 
be voung men, you know; and 
his marriage, I grieve to say, 
not broken August off from all the 
follies of his youth. He was a lit­
tle wild oncid” He was keenly 
watching his companion as ho s 
it.

“Indeed, you surprise me! 
gust was considered a paragon of 
excellence among his most intimate 
associates. You might accuse me 
of wildness quite ns justly, Colonel 

' Fenn.”
.. . 1 “Then it is as I feared; be is in-Ii von are Ireo to come

| toxtented by a new danger, not won 
over fot the moment bv an <>1.1 vice. I
lie has 1 ecu gambling and loosing 
heavily c-f late, and he has made a 
constant companion of a certain M. 
De Laurant. a Louisiana French­
man, wl.o.I am sure, does bint no 
good. J Io is a dangerous fellow, 
that De Laurent, and playin ’ for a ' 
high stake. Unless something is 
done to slop his game he will ruin 
my boy.”

“Is it so bad as that? It it r.oi. 
like August to make an associate cf 
n common sharper and gambler;; 
nnd no one but a sharper and g un ; 
bier would plan such an end.”

“The boy is infatuated with' 
him,” Said the cobnel, sadly.1 
“And whatever De Lament may ' c, 
he is no Aomr.inn man. You will 
have opportunities enough to see 
at.d judge fir yourself. He is quite 
at bon e at Fenn Eyrie, and aln 

etna! In his app. arances 
.Aster.” 
antiing

L’oth started. It was August 
himself appearing before them, ea­
ger and Hushed and pleading.

“I was in the next rcoiu wlion 
Dillon was shown in here,” he said. 
“I have overheard all; I do not nd 
mit it as a feather’# weight against 
you, Juno.
to me, I ack no more.”

gb.e looked at him wistful and 
undecided.

“No, no! she said. “Even love 
like yours could not stand such a 
Itst I”

‘It could—it will! If I trusted 
VOU less, I would love you less. Il 
tho devotion of tny life will make 
veU happier I will l ecentent.”

“Then,” she said, putting her 
hands into I.is, “I will be veur wife 
if you wish, and may Heaven 
by me as I shall deserve if I 
cl vo i ou camo to regret it.”

» • « « •
t'Forgivo and forget, old

oyer

boy.
Dy genes tire by-gones, and we will 
nd allude to theu>. C>. me up 
Fenn Evtie for a month; well, 
uwetkflfcn T he colonel will 

iced to tee ji u there rgain.” 
1C wftwcue VertT hrtei; ni’d i 
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