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Quick as thought Lis arm en
circled her, Lolding hir powerless, 
while he coillv detach.si the ! au* le 
from its »tender chain.

“Be thankful that I lety. u <ifi 
e*,'lr. Ore k:ss f<.: ttvsak. 
times, mv dariir.g. audl’il te p

He p'.ovc 1 ss if he would suit 
tn ti c word; tut a flash 
s of the girl withheld hie 

i* yrm dare, I’ll kilt yon!: »1 
i. in the low, ecaecntrvt.nl voi< 

jef madly passion. “Dare to mi 
rear inc again, and it will La t 
horse f>r you!”

“Little devil! You would 1. 
Xill iue, wouldn’t yout Pet I n 
give vou the chance just jrt; 
Until you 1 are married your p: 
and have settled down to iiv. bap 
pily forever after."

Laughing, he turned from 
and was gone as he had coinc 
juto the wiutrv night.
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twice he had f «lt.dh. r w itching hiu> 
with a sc .rcely con<r«>l wiatftil- 
neso—wnough to touch the vanity 
of a inaa with less of the littleness 
■ . /•? -re it than he

1 played the part of * mis* 
, q i. «’.toiling whether this 
Id any g -cd thing; he nad

• e. d-j’iotii g the very 
< f a future; and s« if to 

k» dishtlief, had coin.' the 
ion wilt. h placed h::n on a level 

th-T wen For al! time hence 
h.- could not hold himself 

from them as he had done be- 
hr tevt-d as thev had loved 
lb- w.-rld began; he would 

as Mher men had done. 
i< n would do until the
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“What do you think of her?” 
a-ked Fenn, as he walked l ack tn 
his hotel through the frosty morn
ing starlight ajtli hi« friend.

“She is fascinating and—danger
ous.”

“Why dangerous ?”
Why, Mr. Dillon did not see 

at that moment to explain, 
might have relat’d the scene
had witnessed, hut that would have 
been to scknowltdge himself a de
liberate eaicsdx.pp' r, anal, as such, 
despicable in his friend’s eyes. 
And August, with all the blind cred
ulity of love and youth, would bc- 
iievc flack white in the very face 
of bis story if Juno Trent gave it 
her denial.

“Have you <«mmitt<d yrurself 
jet—in words, I mean?’’

“Xot yet. I wanted vou to see ' 
her. and .vour promise to l e on my 
Side first ”

“Pioiinse me that you will not. 
4Leo—say, fiw a >“• t.lh 
not in that time
uf my aerert’o-i.lf I 1 
|ier a dauger.i-ia . < m.i and no fit 
wife for you, I «ill a’ 
tap agaii rt y
bargain?”

• Yctir pr 
vou, Ford«-.

‘ What!

Judice i*
Il is nolargsin.'

Afraid to face your 
fdly in its true light, my 
That is opt like the l-ravo rata of 
Fenn.”

“Afraid! I’rj’V.e jt to mp and I 
will neygr L*>» j:;»on Imr fa -e a^ain. 
You will fii.d that f at b ’» i.<» par: 
in my folly—yea would t.' t call it 
that if you loved as 1 do. IMIon — 
not even fear tf,at yen i mar inv 
future and l-lig'-r . '.I r .dining 
life ) ’ i- ■ r t veu have
threat, 
fur a n

|-o t pr< •
Em ■ Mr. Ci I -1» devoted

hi-oM-lf to fi.i -t idy of Juno Trent. 
After thill wig’. I Ov-re ,.<.*hing 
approaching couliucnces between 
them. He cnltivsteJ Mrs. Ever- 
Jeith for the sake of seeing her of
ten, and nstchi-d-tl.c fu.-di, vi Utb- 
ful face, brilliant and pi-.uant, but 
Lever succeeded in surprising there 
lha1 shadow of a huldi n sorrow, 
eriuiinsl or otherwise, he hsd seen 
there darkly ot-cv. Indeed, there 
was times when Mr. 1 illol. ¡.Iniost 
f«nc;ed that he must hare dr<-;.ni<4 
tbatscere; tim s when Juno Trent'» 
joyous laughter, and arch, ccquet- 
ti»h ways sent hia cun alwggteh 
l loud le..p:ng through bis vwtna 
You see. rith Ida eyea upaiq hg was 
iehberately le-tting the »inn w -nee 
|>er nK»h.s abuct him. was | rov
ing a traitor to hi» friend, t» h e 
nwn horror, in yielding to It o pow
er of the •iwhanlrw»« There w.-re 
pven times when be fancied that 
master passion which ri 
pot laterg to August 
)M1 hern taiiei into 
btm»e ’ f.

tba man weak 
• 111. he La l ye 
or that abaurd fanaj 

s C’t r qu,tc tlic Mi
was to ofbfr». With Lui 

araa «hr and rtn»tr»iutd, her 
frn -H.-Te I:.» gi

•‘Did _v< u wish ’it sec 
Ion. or shall I g > for 
high?’’

“I wish to sec you,
I want t<> sav what you must ic
tired of hearing so m mv have lx??n 
before me in seeking the priie.

And then in a rush of impas
sioned the story was told.

“You love me?” she said, incred- 
uously, an inexplicable expres-un 
in the dusk ev>*. ti*«-d st.- dilv up
on bis face. “You ovcrl >ok my 
humble position hen*, you f> get 
that you know nothing of mv past 
life, and, in spite of all, you can ot- 
fer to make me veur w.fe?"

“I neither overt ok nor f>rget 
and I know more of you than y< u 
think. I ut in spin of i II, mv great 
< *• i ride, tu greatest happiness 
will l>e in winning you.”

“You know—what? 
manded.

“1 know that there is ?e.nese ' e 
•iu your life. 1 know you have 
some hidden trouble, th.it there are 
mysteries an 1 entanglements not 
suspected by any of your later 
friends; but I have faith to believe 
•.bat yoa can explain these things 
away; therefore I renew my s at 

i for the hard of the only woman I 
have ever loved, the only ono I 
have cared tu marry. You do r.<4 
speak. Juno. I am to » nresumptu- 

ious in thinking that mv attach- 
: incut is in »ome slight measure re- 
■turned? Ah. Juno, you da love 
i,.e, you must! Such love as mine 
must have won a return.’’

‘ You know that I have a secret ? 
Will vou tell me how you discov
ered that, and all you have discov
ered?”

• Do r< u force me to 
[confesfivn to yon, my love? 
! tio excuse to otter now. but 
| meant to fulfill my duty to 
i first. I set a detective 
lout vour tecord—don’t 
i hardly of me f>r that underh.it.ii 
act. Il is all clear to ths timeth..t 

I you, an cr.der teacher in Maj .me 
! Pomfret's school, suddenly and 
invsterlor.sly disappeared tliure- 

If-om. it is al] clear again for th» 
I past two years, tut there are four 
I mouth» lust out of your life of
which there is no trace. Mast 1 

'say ii orc? I think I found th 
!k«v-note cf youf secret trouble in 
' your interview with that unknown 
man upon th.' night that I saw you 
first.”

“Knowing all that you must be- 
lii v ■ ute an adventure’» in the worst 
•en-e of the wi rd. and yet you a-k 

1 tne to be your wife.”
r ■■ : r I.-.:--:;-

talle gas -, * auething in her quiet 
t. gave him a vague thrill of un
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