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“Lucia must lead a dull lif->,” 1 j 
»aid.

“A fearful life, poor thing! She’s 
their half-sister, you know They 
ahvav» kept her away from other 
young people. She was »ent one 
year to a boarding schotjl ; but Dr 
Haldane went before the session 
was half over and brought her home, 
and since then the ehil.i ha» never 
spent even a whole day outside 
this horrid tumble-down old house. 
She slips away when ever she can, 
but Miss Haldane is sure to go af
ter her, and watches her like a hawk. 
Indeed, it lonks as if they feared 
she would tell something about 
them! And, since the old gentle
man died, they’ve all kept indoors 
more than ever.”

Who was he?” I inquired.
He w.is thiir great-uncle — as 

old as the hills—who lived here, 
and died so suddenly last summer 
And of all the strango doings' 
Well—if it had been anyone Lut 
the Haldanes!”

"What did they do?” I inquired, 
with trcwiblingeagerness.

“Why, nobody was asked to 
funeral—not a soul even saw 
the old gentleman’s corpse It 
out by accident at the very 1 
just before they buried him.”

“Wa» he poor—dependent on 
them?” I asked.

"Oh dear no! He had money, 
but was the greatest of misers. A 
wicked old wretch he was, and 1 
reckon they were glad 
when he died, ns they got 
money; and Dr. Haldane 
practice—is over head and 
debt.”

“How long ngodiiL the old 
tieman die?” I asked.

"L«-t me see! July, was it? 
about the middle of July ”

“Was it the 17th?” 1 put 
question with a thrill of nj-preh-ii 
■ion.
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“Why, ye», it waa—the night of 
the 17th. He died in a fit, they 
»aid. IIow did you know?-’

“Oh 1—I remember hearing some
thing nl out it,” I stammered 
“They must be very strange, from 
what you tell me, but they arc ex
ceedingly kind to me. Lucia in 
beautiful ami a sweet creature.”

“Ye», she is, very dfTerent from 
the other two," the lady remarked, 
and soon after took her leave.

I know it's there—I fe< I it 
catching — catfhing at me — but 

| when I look rout.«! it's gone.” 
“Why, Lucia, do ' on really have 

.such fami s? Wliat is it behind 
! you.”

"Dreadful tilings—horrible! Oh, 
iifye.u knew—if I could tell you; 
blit I can’t — I can't!"

“Why not?” 1 n’sked.
‘‘Oh, I <’a e not I can hear the 

Voice» — the 
grin nt.me through (he dark—< h. 
sui-h sights! hush! what was th.it?”

She rushed to the door ;uid seemed 
Ito listen—while I, hearing nothing, 
looked at her amazed. I h id never 
s.-en her s > before. She came 1: e < 
to her s at quietly arid with a curi
ous look—on an old. r face, it Would 
have i een cunning.

"She wants to tell tile sntni thing,”
I thought, '‘but is iifrai . ’

"What is the matter, Lucia— 
•vlint did you hear? ’ 1 asked.

She l.iught d aloud, ».lying: 
“Have I scared you with my fool
ish fancies?”

"Did your l.rother and ai»t( r for- 
bid veil to eonfnle in ine^y <!.- 
inimded, quickly.

She laughed again ai d shook her 
head.

".Vr». '.V..ke was telling me a'o /
i voltr uncle who died• 
miss him much? '

At this qin-stion, I si 
Hash up and sink dowi 
ing star in the twilight, 
uneasily.

“My uncle, ah yes. lie went 
uvay. One d iv, he was I.ere, and 
then—I remember m.tuing more; 
lie was gon

A straiqe look came over 
face.

"Did 
-lead.”
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. rsense of awful pai.se
livree lightning '.'¡arc and a I ur.-t i f 
thunder, with l.owliig v.ini nod 
dashing rai.s. the storm v.as epo 1 
us. The hu s.* had been sih it ,.s ;l 
tomb all day, except for the notse 
of the pas.-ii g train.«.
f'eiv shr< ikirg by, adding its voice 
to the storm-din without. : nd at 
the same time 1 l.eaid a screr.iii 
within-doois and in t far f oni me

cries—dreadfm fnces —like one that 1 had h r.rd in th s 
house once before. I sprang to the 
door and listened. There wi re has
ty Lot.-t- ps upstairs and dotv.i, tl.c 
ooenii.g and shutting of door.«, cud 
thei-J gain, lit turtle:-« !f, a »’ni il . 
What w.is going on i.i lidi horrid 
house? My first thought was of 
Lu io—th t h was I (tug i.i- tel 
or perhaps murdered ton —th< n that 
I w uld 1 e the i ext lict’m. I was

¡frightened, my knee*»hook, and a 
c Id sweat I toke out < v, r n.e; I nt 

; I was also exc’te.l ri d would not
I <• shut up In r<- ! ke a c-'ged rat. I 
must in <1 ( ut what w;.s going on— 

' even at the li. k of my life.
( l'u I C < ’Illtlut.Cl ]

HE CRY OF ¡/¡Uh or;C'
- XXteifc.- M-.' BKCKl

STOP IT NO'.V,

SOON IT WML CS TOO LA

hi r

I have been troubled manv veers ivi 
disease <Tthe.kidneys and h^vc iris, 
many different tetnedies au<l have 
»night aid !rom different physi^ia. 
without relief. About the 15th of April 
1 wa-t sufferin g from a verv vi .let 
t.ltack that almost prostrated me j 
such a manner i .at 1 was bent over. 

When I sat down it w is alm >st impossible for me 
t> get rp alone, or to put on my clothe s, wl.en 
kin! Providence sent Or. Henley, with tiif 
U.UiGO.'i Klb.M-V Tl-A, to my 

tel. I immed.ately comnienced 
ing the ten. It had r.n almost

*s effect, and to the astoti- 
;f a!! the guests at Hie hotel, I 

^clays.l t in happy to state, J 
that 1 was a new man I will M 
rev ..ram en d the Ua to all cl.bctcd 
as 1 Lav« oevu.

c A TAPPER.

Proprie tor Occidental Ilute!, 
Santa Raw. Cal.
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Thii Ex:en iv' Nuric.-v, < om; ruing 

re', is’(.rated one half mile from Pay

ette de; o., t h the O. S. !.. By. Th 

Xuixry has done mote to j ro- 

h.u e fruit ¿Toning in Ertst 

tin Oregon and Idaho 

than ail o.hcr Nur 

ju lies combined.
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“See Lin.—«co hiau? 
ua-.-s!” she rriid. in a
-pririgitig i:p »idi bands cl..Sjsd 
.ver her fon bead.

F-bould 1 q ie»tio-i furthei? Sure
ly this was the brink of discovery. 
But. as I is-sitale'l, she Hung up 
her hands, stand wildly aroui.d. 
and ran from the nom.

Eoi bt v»*rnj <J ivh, I «aw little <j 

Lucia, :ihd t Iteri blu- 1 a»k'd dro<< 
mg and ili. Miss IL.IIane

! *ia.‘ 1, watc'.f il, coriHf:ni:i< d 
M v ami was doitig ni 11 — 
or t wo, I uould i u aLL 
init 1 was not at all 
leave Black Rock.

n a s 
us ever, ’i 

in a wyi-k 
le to trave 
anxi.ars

,()ue day, I awoke from a mipft 
foil".! MisB lhildaue. dark a 
gaunt as usual, silling in my room. 
Looking nt h'-r, a suudr ti impulse 

' possessed me. Could 1 sliO'k that 
liard f«ce ioto u l etrayal of her ic- 

Icret? Coiil.1 she f,liter ill 
Ip.lc? li sle- weie ii.d.td
■ deles.«, co tld 1 ivi i some yr 
I .low ! Ill a i instant, I had

"1 had a dream—sueh a
Iream—.-■■m ■ time ngo,’ 1

■‘Ah!’’»aid Miss I.uidam, 
| ting calmly. "1 have »Ira ;

r urns inysdf s. tm i .res.
' me your.-.

\\ l.e c,.t. t. lit.!. f.igl.t i e 
with u.I !..e C.uq .. ¡h e I coll..1 mu 
ter, 1 rclalid ns a tin am n liat 1 s« 
that evening th.ough the w.mlo 
— »..tc.img Im c.i..m ly meai.nti.l 
ilgr erny tace tuned wli.tc «» ,

When she was gone, I left my 
cnsy chair and paced the tloor, too 
excited to keep still. The daik 
question ri'peated itself again ami 
again: "Was it a murder, a cruel 
fiendish murder, that 1 had caught 
aglimpseoflh.it night?” Link1 af- 
tor link had been uttf.ilded unfold 
«•d by what my vi.-it r had said 
there wax the motive, the p ol.alde 
< rime, the hurried piivate burial, 
thedre. d of di o cry aft r ar I. 
Why should they watch I u i . m 
closely, as if she might 1 etray a -e 
cr<-t? Was slm an imw Hi’g w. - 
lies«—ihsmicd to keep u hideous 
contid nee? Poor, ll.itlering. tim d 
thing! N«t wiimlir sic hi-kid so 
fe irtully «v.-r her slmulde ! A hat 
nclums l . careles« murd. r it wa-, 
too—I though ; nt that time o. 
night, a hundr.d p ople ni ght have 
■een what I saw ! But. gmid heavens! 
did I see it, after all, or was it fan 
ey? The light was so dim. 
time of passing so short, nml yet — 
Harassed by doubts as Io mv own ing wh: t I uni ai out her. t'u 
course, I asked mvself wliat should gave me i chill.
1 do? Murdir should !«• ¡ v nged 
—■but what was this tome? These 
people had been kits! to me; must 
1 play the traitor—raking up their 
past— ' ■’
them? 
had I* My 
l-e to leave the h'Htae II» Siam us 
)a>asii>lc and let this matter alone; 
but the morbid fascination of it 
held me fast—I could not go.

Worn out, I threw mys.lf |>u k 
in my chair and lav witli dosed 
eyes—the twilight gathering around 
Presently there was a soft step, a 
kiMK'k at the (hair, and Liu in came 
in. She «<« Imai fitfully s. d. this 
«veiling, and. seating Inrse'l' i.ear 
me. «xivered her face with her hands 
—breathing a low sigh. I watched 
her a while in silence, then asked:

• Lucia, do you ever see 
ghosts here?”

She start) d, »hmidering. 
bsikr.l beliitnl her. then at tin-

"I ihoats—ghosts? * she w bi-p. s< d. wa, an npur ssim a sens. ,.f
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w. nt o i, h r lips : .v.teii. d, her wo. k 
dropped in lui l..p; • i.t .-he iecti\ 
i red t.i a f w moments, ai.d, look 
mg up t h li it w.s ended, met 
b«-k with u smile, k w.is a g 
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She limi riseti a» she sp .ke. 
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n hat inigl.t I in t dieud — in 
jxnv. r .-¡s I «vali? Wouhl not 
se< k t<> (o-.e...] trine? 1 
liiyself—and yet dei liot fcili.f.ai.

I he next d iv. I saw tali! i i ■ . ; 
l.m i i. Mi-s Hahianr. nho 
peartd a» m.ii.'il. brought me 
breakfast ai.d dinner—tl r s.-, 
Ilo servant» eniploved—ai d 
told mctlu.t Luci t a. » rvt wi-ll.
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