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During it» lart re»«cn. Congrew 

pareed a bill »«tabluhiog a new 
¡and dtetrict in Soatheaétern Ore- 
gxi. and by derignation of the prop­
er aatbüñties the land otKcr has 
been located in Hamer Valley At 
the coming meeting of the Oregon 
Legislature an effort will be made 
In hare the e»xintr of Harney crea­
ted from the southern portion of 
Grant county. The*» ftcte render 
blarney Valley an object .of special 
interest to those who are seeking a 
location in *xne new portion of the 
northwest. The valley hx-s a total 
area of ±+*’ wjuare mile«, nearly 
twice the Mae of Rhod* Island, and 
somewhat larger than Delaware, all 
iaekaed with 'nigh wire of the Elue 
nwHintsMP-

The valley is a comparatively 
fere! plain, in the center of whi-*h 
fr- two lakes. Harney and Malheur, 
only a Lw hundred varis apart and 
connected by a narrow channel, 
their united area being about 150 
square mile». Into these lakes 
pour the waters of Hilvie* and Blit- 
ren rivers, but they have no visible 
outlet. Their waters are nearly 
fresh, indicating that they are 
•1 raines! by subterranean channels. 
This fact seems to have a m.« ben­
eficial effect upon the soil of the 
valley, as crops seem to find ample 
moisture in the ground even in the 
dryest seasons, and thnve. while 
other sectiosts with a rair.fa.1 as 
great as that of Harney Valley re­
quire »urface irrigation for the per- 
fection of crops. One p>-- .liarity 
of the region bordering immediate­
ly upon the lakes is the frequency 
and distinct.Tess of the mirages 
pictured by its ateoepbetv, objects 
miles away being distinctly reject­
ed thereon.

Silvi« river rises in the moun­
tain« north of the valley, and Bow* 
a distance of eighty miles in a 
southeasterly direction through the 
valley, discharging into the lakes. 
It is a raped stream, and abounds 
in fish, including the gamy trout. 
Blitxen. or Durwier-und-Blitxen. riv­
er is fifty miles in length, and flows 
into the lakes from the southward. 
With their tributaries and ther 
•mailer streams, they poor a large 
volume of water into the lakes con­
stantly Irrigation, so necessary 
in a Urge portion of the ffnake riv­
er harás. ->f which this valley is a 
part, though having no surface com­
munication by water course*. is not 
required here, crops reaching the 
highest perfection without artificial 
watering.

The soil is similar to that of the 
celebrated wheat belt at the norh- 
weatern base of the Blue mountains, 
in Walla Walla and Tmatilla coun­
ties, and though little wheat has 
been raise«! as yet. thcee who have 
cultivate«) that cereal are satisfied 
with the result. Price« of farm 
pnalncts. such as wheat, oats, bar­
ley and hay. are high at present, 
the grain bringing frem three to 
five cents per pound and hay from 
912 to fifi per ton. With the ad­
vent of a railroad these conditions 
will le radically chang’d There 
will then be a market for all th* 
grain the valley will produce, but 
the price will be lowered to that of 
the general market. In addition 
to the native grasses upon which 
stork fatten and thrive, alfalfa, red 
clover, timothy and red-top grow 
finely and make an excellent qual­
ity of hay Harden vegetables are 
large and finely flavored and pro­
duce tn abundance Espec ially the 
potato reaches great sire and per­
fection. As yet ekperienew has not, 
fully developed the adaptability of 
the auil and climate to rmaH fruits 
and berries, but as wild currants, 
strawberries, etc . are hardy and 
prolific, the cultivated varieties 
must necvsaanly thrive equally as 
well. Such is the expriencr of 
th«we who have initiated their cul­
tivation. Fruit trees have been set 
out for more than a year, and as 
the young trees passed safely thr>' 
the severest winter, last season, ever 
known in that region, and are thri­
ving at the present time, the entire 
practicability of fruit culture is not 
doubted by any. The climate is 
pleasant and healthful. The win­
ters are cold, and sufficient snow 
falls to protect crops and supply 
abundant moisture. The summers 
are co l and delighrftal

Stock raising has always been' 
the chief industry of that region, 
and was the only one until the past 
few years, when settlers began t<> 
lake up h> mciteads and engagb in

small farming. As an adjunct to 
general farming it will always bold 
a prominent place, and it will be 
many years before even the range 
industry will have been displaced 
Cattle, horses, sheep and hogs 
thnve on the natural gras«*« and 
food of the hills and valleys, and 
save in exceptional arasons, the 
cattle pass thr-ugh the winter ia 
such fine condition that the spring 
finds them fa -ra>ugh i r the Hock 
while in flavor and texture the 
meats compare favorably with the 
best stall-fed beef that reaches the 
market.

During the post two yean the in­
crease in population has been very 
rapid, and the new comers are of 
the moat desirable class, beir.a far­
mers with families, men who by 
•nergy *nd good eitixenship betid 
up the country and develop its lat­
ent powers. They are erecting 
cr?snf. .«table Loises and barns 
chiefly frame «tructure« and are 
using rails and wire for fencing. 
Wells of living water are made in 
any portion of the valley by dig­
ging to a depth of from six V fif- 
t -en feet, and the water ia excellent 
foe drinking ar.d domestic use Ex­
cept along the water courte* which 
are fringed with a light growth of 
birch and a dense growth of wil­
low*. tie valley contains no timber, 
but the adjacent nxxintains are cov­
ered with a dense growth <>f pine, 
fir. juniper, mountain mahogany, 
etc ar.d several saw mills there 
*upply the settlers in the valley 
with lumber at reasonable pnees.

A: present the rettfere of this ré­
gi.» eommunicvte with the outside 
world by means of a wagon road to 
Baker City. Huntington and Onta­
rio. on the lines of the O. R. ± N 
*.'o. and the Oregon Short Line, 
goods and produce being transport­
ed in freight wagons. A tri-weekly 
mail service is maintained in four 
director.» from Burns, the distrib­
uting point. At this place good 
general stores carry in stock all the 
-ommoditiea found in much larger 
towns. Here is published The 
Hebali». the only newspaper in that 
region, a live local paper, devoted 
to the work of making the valley 
arid its resource* known to the 
thc reand* who are seeking such a 
place for a house Harney is the 
name of another small but growing 
town.

It will not I* long b< o— the pe­
riod of isolation from the world’s 
mark- ts will be terminated by the 
construction f a railroad thr- -igh 
the heart of tie valley. The Ore­
gon Pacific is already pushing east­
ward through the Cascades from 
Albany. an«l within two years, at 
the latest, the locomotive's whistle 
will be beard in Harney Valley. 
When that day arrives, the valley 
will cease to be “way off" in the 
mountains, but will be as near mar­
ket as many older and letter tnown 
regions equally distant fr- m Port­
land. but which have earlier en- 
joged the gond fortune of being 
reached by those greatjhighways of 
commerce. Here is to he t- und the 
best opportunity now existing in 
Oregon to secure desirable vacant 
lands. Nothing but their distance 
from the usual routes of travel bas 
kept them from being settl-.-d up-n 
long ag». and now that the en.bar- 
go of isolation is so soon to be re­
moved. a great influx of settlers 
may confidently be predicted. In 
fact, the tide has already ret in. 
and appearances indicate that when 
the railroad r*a> hes the valley it 
will find the lards welloccupid and 
prepared to give it a generous sup­
port. Stock and agricultural pro­
ducts will supply a large quantity 
of freight, and the road will be able 
to offer two seaports to shippers, one 
at Portland and the other at Ya- 
quina Bay.
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