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“You aee o very foollsh hoy" wald
the ecountoss, wutching him, “And
since you are so fearful, T myself will
remain here,  There are sentries at the
Noors, ond o double guned everywhere.
What, In the name of all that 18 ub-
suril, enn possibly happen®”

That was when she won, For Nikky
who hng never heen, in all his ‘history,
anything of n hoero, and all of the ro-
mantle and loving boy—NIkky wav-
ered and fell,

When rinee
oto returned, It wos

Ferdinnnd  Willlam
with the waord

that Miss Bralthwaite still slopt, and |

comiortable,
v connpntius

thot she looked  very
Nikky wns gone, snd
stond by & window, holding to the sill
to support her shaking body.

It was done. Thyg boy wans In her
namds, There wans left only to deliver
nim 1o those who, @ven now, were on
the way. Nikky was safe. He would
walt W her houdoir, and Hedwig
would not come,  She hud sent no
mes=age, She wang, Indeed, ot that mo.
ment o part of one of those melnn-
choly family groups which, 1he world
nver, In paluce or pensant's hut, awnlt
the coming of death.

Prince  Ferdinand  Wilam
rhintted, He got out the pleture frame
for Hedwigg, which was fHnished now,
with the exception of burning  his
mittinls In the lower Teft hand corner,
After Inquiring politely If the smell of
huraing would annoy her, the erown
prince drew @ rather broken bacied
SEY g wenkkneed “*W.U and an Irregs
alar *O" In the corner and procecsded
to burn them in,  He sot Bent over the
desk, the very tip of his tongue pro-
truding, uand  workea  consclentioushy
und earefully. Bedwveen ench  letter
he burned n dot,

Suddenly, Olgn  Loschek hecnme
punic-stricken. She could not stny,
] wees fhie thinee 0 Pt sWoven Pyl
AW her and punrsh her. She conia
not!  She had done Ler puri.  The
governesg Iny in oa drogeged sleep. A
i of the Key, anid the door to the
prvessge heyond whieh Oskar walted
would be olosedd off, Lt what
must, she would not see 1t

“Highness" she sald, *Lieuntenont
Larisch will be here (o n moment W R
you permit me to go?™

Otto was off his chulr In an instant,
“Certninky,” he sadd, his mind still on
the “O" which he wus shuding.

Okl habit was strong In the countess,
Although the boy's rank wus numbered
by moments, although ‘his life was pos-
sibly to be counted by hours, she
turned at the doorway and swept him
a curtsy. Then #he went out, nnd
tloged the door beind her.

The two _sentmles stood ouvtslde,
They were of the terrorists.  She
knew, and they knew she knew. But
nelther one made a #ign., They stared
shead, and Olgn Leschek went out be-
iween them,

Mhe Crown Prioee Ferdinand Wil-
Ihem Otto was only o small boy, for all
hiw title and diguity.  And suddenty
Lie felt lonely. Left ulone, he returned
(o his expectations for the doy, and
compared them with the facts. He
rememwbered other carnlvals, with his
carriage moving threugh the streets,
und peaple showering hiin with fresh
fNowers, He rather glowed ot the
memory. Then he recalled that the
chuncellor had sald ke needed dresh
nlr,

Something occurred to him, some-
thing which ¢ombined fresh alr with
action, yet kept to the letter af his
promise—or was there a prowlse?—
not 10 leave the palace.

The lden pleased bim. It set him
1o smiling, and his bright halr to
quivering with excitement, It wans

follow

nothing less than to go on the roaf and

And he would heve to

find the ball
hurry. Nikky sould be sure to setunn
Pl

He apeoed the door on (o the great
corridor, and stepped out, salutiog the
sentries, as he afways did,

“I'if he back i a moment,” be i
formed them, He was plways on terus
of great rriondliness with the guand
and he knew these sien by sight, “Are
you golng to be stationed here now?
he Inquired plensantly.

The two ganrds were at o loss, Bt
ane of them, who had a son of his own,
and hated the whole business, saluted
sl replicd that he Knew not,

“I hope you are,” sald Ferdinand
Willlgin Orto, and went on.

The sentries regnrded oue another.
“Let Wim go!™ sadd the one who wis &
futher,

The other one moved uneasily. “Our
arders cover no sueh eontingency,” he
muttered, “And, bogldes, he will come
ek, T hope to God he does not
come bauck,” he added stonlly.

Five minutes to four,

The erown prince hurried. The cor-
riddrs were almost empty. Here and
there he met servants, who stood stiff
ngninat the wall until he had passed.
On the murble stalrease, leading up,
he met no one, nor on the upper floor.
He was quite warm with rynning and
he paused In hie father's saite to mop
his fage. Then he opened a window
and went out on the roof. From the
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 bulustreade, 1t looked extretuely far to
| the ground,

Nevertheloss, glthongh his heart bent
Lo teifle fast, he war sl determingd,
| A climb which Nikky with his long
Toges hod nehleved In o ledp, took him
up to a chimney, Relow-—It seemed
(0 long way  belowswns the gutter.
There wid # very consldernble slnnt,
If one sat down, like Nikky, nnd slid,
and M not sllde over the edge, one
should feteh up in the gutter.

He felt a trifle dizgy, Bual Nlkky's
theory wix, that M oneds aferald to
o n thing, better to do 1 and get ever
F being afrald,

S0 the crown prinee sat down on the
sloping roof hehind the ehlmney mnd
guthered his lege under him for a
afide, Well for hhm that the anclent
buflders of the palace had been rock
toss with lend, that the gutter was both
wide mmd deap,  Well for NikKky, too,
wiltg in the boudolr helow and hard
driven between love and unxipty.

The crown prince, ugnccusonesd to
tiles, tnrned over hnlfway down, and
ralled,  He brought up with a Jerk
in the gutter, quite sufe, but extremely
frightenid, He sat there for qulte n
few milnutes, There wag no ball in
slght, nnd the reof lookel even steeper
from this point,

Belng © completely  self-engrossed,
therelore, he did not see thut the roof
had snother visitor, Had two visitors,
as o matter of fuct. One of them wore
u Wlanket with o white “O" over
white “X" on i, and the other wore g
winsk, and constdernble kltelion cutlery
faxtened o his belt, They had come
out of a small door In the turret aned
were very much ot ense, They Teaned
aver the parapet nnd adinired the view,
They climbed on one of the garden
chilrs nnd looked over the expanse of
e roof, which wux when they suw
Prinee Ferdlnnmd William i,
| gonzed nt hin

Sedee while !
Hivough his sk,
| ing there?™
| The crown prinee  started,  and
turedl, “1 am sipting bere” expiusned
the erown prinee, trying to look nx
though he usnnlly sat In lend gutters
“1 min louking for a ball”

“Yon're looking for a fall, 1 guess.”
ihserved the pieste,  “You don’t re
pentber e, kid, do you?’

1 ecuan’t see your face, but I know
sour volee.” His volee trembled with
excltement.

“Lemme give you u hand,” sald the
plrate, whipping off his mask, "“You
muke me nervous, sitting there, You've
gol n nerve, you have"

The crown prinece looked gratifled.
Y dant peed apy assisianee. thoenk
you,” he snld. “Perhaps mow Tm
here, I'd better look for the Ball”

“I wonldn't hother about the old
bl snid the pimite, rather nervous-
Iy for nn old senqdog. “You hetter
get back to a safe place. Say, what
| mude yon pretend that our rallwny
| made you nervous?

P’rince  Ferdinomd  Willlam @110
elimbed up the tlles, trying to look ns
thoogh tiles were hin mative habitat,
The pirntes both regonrded him with
iadmiration, ns  he  dropped  beside
| them.

“How did you happen 1o come here 7
asked the crown prinee. “Did you lose
your aeroplune up here®”

“We ecame on bosines<” sald the
|plr|m~ fmportantly, *“Two of the
enemy entered our eave, We were
guarding It from the underbrush, sud
saw them go In. We tralled themn.
They must die!"

sReally—de?”

O "Of course, Death to those who de-

subd the lnrger pleate,
“What are you do-

r’ us"
“Death to those who defy us!” re
| peated the crown prinee, enjoying

| himgelf hugely, and quite ready for
bloodshed,

“Laok here, Dick Deadeye,” snld the
Inrger plrate to the smaller, who stood
{ grnvely nt attention, “l think he he-
ongs 1o our erew,  What suy, old
pnl ¥
[ Diek Dendeye wagged his ol

Rote two minutes later, the erown
||!rlﬁl'u of 1 Ivonia, haviog sworn ‘e
| plrnte oath of no quarter, except to
lwmm-n #nd ehildren, wous on his way
‘ to the plrate cave,
| He was not running away,  He was
||ml dikobedient. He was hreaking no
promises.  Becuuse, from the moment
he saw the two confederites, nnd pue-
tlewlarly from the moment he swore
the dellghtful onth, hig pust wus wiped
awny, ‘There wus, In his conscions
ness, wo palaee, oo grandfather, no
Miss Brajthwalte, even no  Nikky.
There wall only @ boy nnd a dog, and
w plrate den awalting him.

YHow'd you happen to be In that
gutter? Bobby demunded, s they
sturted down the stalreise o the wall,
“Wateh out, son, I's pretty steep.”

“1 waus getting o ball"

“Ix this your house?"

swell, 1 live here,” temporiged
Prinee Ferdinand Willinm Otto. A
terrible thought cume to him. Bup
posie thik American boy, who detested
kings mud princes, should learn who

he wax| ‘

Dick Deadaye Wanged Hia Tall

“Ir looks like n big pluce. In It o
hurrucks?

“No" He hesitnted,
n good miny soldlers here,
wiw these steps bofore,”

“1 shiould think not,” bonsted Bobby,
o1 dircovered them, 1 guess nobody
elwe In the world knows nbout them,
I put up a flag at the bottom and took
They're mine”

“Realy ! sald  Prince Ferdiound
Willlnm - Ofte, guite  delighted. = He
would never have thought of such n
Thing.

A door of lron bars st the foot of
Ahe long MEDE of steps—there were
four of them—stood open. Here doy-
light., which hud been growing fainter,

“Hut there are
I—=1 never

POsserSsion.

i |

entirely censeil, At here Bobby, hav-
[ ing replaced his musk, placed an alr
L rifle over his shoulder, nnd lighted a
Cenndle nnd Leid it out to the crown
| prince,

“Yan enn enrey 1L he sald, “Only
rulun'l let (v drip on you. You'll &polk
[ your clothes.” There wns a faintly
" scornful note In his volee, aund Ferdi-
nund Willinm, Otte wus quick to hear

it.
“1 don't eare wt all about my
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every mun," .

“Hyen If he In unhrmed?” Inguired
the erown pritnee, who hod also atudied
strntegy and taeties, md fell that un
uenried minn should be tnken pris
nher,

“Sure.  We don't renlly shoot them,
ellly. Now. Got In etep”

Then bognn, for the crown prines,
such a day of Joy ns he hnd never
known before, Even the Land of De-
Hght faded bofore this new hilss of
stulking from tree to tde, of killing
unsispectiong cltizens who sat on rugs
on the ground and ate sausages and
Httle enkex.  Here und there, where
a party had moved on, they salvaged
n hit of fomdl—:he heel of o lonf, one
of the xmall country npples,  Shides
of the eourt physielnns, under whose
direction the crown prince was dally
fed o carefully balanced ration!

When ey  were  weary, they
atretehed out on the ground, and the
crown prince, whope bhed was nlghtly
deted with o warining pun for fenr of
dompness,  wallowed bllsafully on
et st soft with the melting fro=ts
of the winter. He grew muddy and
dirty. e had bod oo hat, of coutfhe,
and his bright hale hung over his fore-
hend in polst steands,  Now and then
he drew @ long breath of shoer hoppl-
TKS

Astidusle descended, the crowd grad-
unlly dispersed, some to supper, bul
some to gather In the place and (o the
streets nround the paluce,  For the
rumor that the king wnx dying would
] not town,

At Jdast the senfor pirate consulted
n lnrge nickel wateh,

“Gee! s nlmost supper time” he
sl

Prinee Ferdinand William Otto eon-
sultal his own watel, the one, with
the Inseription: “To Ferdinand Wil
Ham to, from his grawdiather, on
the ocenslon of his taking his frst com-
munfon,”

“Why ean't you come home to sup-

hikd et

“Woulil your folks kick up n row?”
“1 beg your pardon?”
“Woulidl your family object?"
“There I only one person who would
miml™* reflected  the crown  prinee,
wloud, “and she will he angey, anyhow,
I—«o you think your mother will be
willing ¥
“Willlug? Sure she will! My gover-
ners—ingt ' fix her, Bhe's o Qerman,
and they're nlways cranky. Auyhow,
It's my birthduy. Pm always nllowed
{8 Euest on birthdays,™
80 home together, gayly chatting

clothes,” he protested,  And to prove
it he deliberately tHted the eandle ind
ot o thin stream of paraflin run down
[ nlg =hort Jucket.

“You're n pretty good sport” Bobby
ohservek  And from that time on he
nilidressed his royal highness us “oll
eport.”
| When they reached the old dungeon
| the candle wis nhout done,  There was
fonly thme to fushion another binek
mask ont of n plece of cloth that bove
!u sirnnge resemblonee to g black
| witlsteont, The crown prince donned
l thie with a wildly benting heart, Never
in ol his e had he been g0 exelted,
“We ean get another candle, nnd
L eome back and cook something,” sakd
| the senlor pirate, tylng the mask on
with pleces of hrown streing, "It gets
!pn-lu spoky, hut 1 ecan cook, you'd
‘I”.lvdgr Fetlin ™
Bo this wonderful hoy conld eook,
also! The crown prince hiad never
met any one with so muny sarled at-
tainments. He guzed through the eye-
holes,"which were rathier too far apart,
In rupt ndmirntion,

“As you haven't got & belt,” Bohby
wbdd generously, Y1 give you the rifle,
Ever hold a gun?”

“Oh, yes,” sald the crown prince,
He did not explain that he had been
thught to shoot on the rifle range of
his own reginf®ot, and had won quite
& number of mednls. He possessed,
mdesd, quite o number of small but
very perfeclt guns.

With the Iast gasp of the eandle,
the chilldren prepared to depart, The
senlor phrate had alrendy forgotten the

“No Quarter, Except to Women and
Children.”

two men he had tralled through the
passage, and whs eager to get ont
doors.

“Rendy " by saig. “Naw, remember, |

went the twe children, slong the eob.

Me-paved sirects of the ancient town, |

past old ehurehies thar hnd been suekerd
|und pilliged by the very aneestors of
|!II|I' of them. tuking =hort euts through
parrow  passages  that  twisted  and
wormned thelr way between; aod so
finully, to the door of o tall bullding
where, fTrom the conclerge’s room e
wde the sotropce, camie o reek of
| stewing gurlic.
| Neither of the ehlldren had noticed
the unwoniod sllenes of the sirecis
which had, almost suddenly, succeeded
the nolse of the enmival.  What few
pussershy they had seen hod been
hurrying in the direction of the palave,
Twice they had passed soldiers, with
lanterus, and once one had  stopped
and fushed u lght on them,

“Well, old sport!™ said Bobby in
English, “anythlug you cuu do for
met

The soldfer had pussed on, mutter
Ing nt the Insolence of Amerienn chili-
dren,  The two youngsters laughed
consumedly at the wittielsin,

The conclerge wns out,
'admitted them. and went back to her

riedd up the winding stone  stalrcmse,
with Its Iron enll and its gus lantern,
[ to the second floor, -

In the sitting room, the sour-faced
governess was darning ‘a hole n o
sionll stoeking.  She looked at the
cloek,

“You are fifteen minntes late,” she
snupped, dnd bt the daming thrend—
not with ruge, but because she had
pforgottien her selssors,

“I'm worry, but you see—"

“Whom have yom there?”

“A frlend of mine,” suld Bobby, not
n whit daunted,

The governeps pwt down the stock-
Ing and rose. In w0 doing, she canght

hor firnt real glimpse of Ferdinnnd
Willlnin - Otto, und she wtaggered
hnek,

"Holy Sain's!" she snld, and went
white, Then she stared st the boy,
and her color eame hack, “For a mo
ment,” she muttered “—bul no. He
I& not so. tall, nor hps he the manner.
Yoer, he I8 much smaller!™

Which  proves  that, whether (it
wears It or not, . royslty s olways
mensured to the top of o erown,

In the next room Bobby's mother
Witk arranging eapdies on a hirthday
enke in the conter of the table.  Pepy
had leed the cpke herself, and had
forgotten one of the *b's" In “"Bobhy"”
#0 that the enke really read: *“Hoby
-—XIL"

However, It looked deliclous, nnd
Insidde had been baked n tiny binck
chinn doll nnd & new Amerlean penny,
with Abrahnm Lincolu's head on It
The penny was for good fortune, but
the doll was n joke of Pepy's, Bobby
belng uggressively masculine, .

Bobby, having passed the outpost,
earrled the rest of the situation hy as-
suult, Mrs, Thorpe saw Ferdinand Wii-
Hum Otto, sand went over, somewhat
pussled, with her hand out. * “1 am
very glnd Bobby brought you," she
snld. “He has wo fow NHtt)e friends—"

(To be continued)

.__—-—.o-—_-.-.-
Was It not wasted effort for Amer-
can to spend time inventing the pub-
marine and then to spend more time

per with me¥" nxked the senlor pirate.’

inventing the submarive destroyer?
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JUR WORY

If you just want your ear patched up, why most
any tinker e¢an satisfy you.

, If you want it REPAIRED, remade, built up to
full auto efficiency, bring it to us.

We Don’t Have To Do Our Work Twice
—Xt Sticks

- When we give your car the once over and turn it
out for service, you can bet your: life it's "‘FIT"'—in
gshape to give you satisfactory service. "

The longer our work sticks, the bigger adveatise-
ment it 18 for us; That's one reason we take pains.

Aud then, we like to do the gquare thing.

We Solicit. Your Patronage

Roy C. Moullen, Mgr.,

BeQalr Department Lampshire’s. Garage
— 4 i dnl e P |

His nlece |

Interrupted cooking. The ehildren hoe- B

The Brunswick Phonograph
at The

WELCOME PHARMACY

Come in and see them and hear
their beautiful violin like tone

They play any Disc Record made
The price is within the reach of all
On display and being demonstrated at the

WELCOME .PHARMACY

Our Plumbing, Sbeet Metal Work, Repairing

Call and see ou. of

PUMPS, WINDMILLS, GAS ENGINES, PAINTS, OILS.
GUNS, AMMUNITION, CUTTLERY, ETC
Commission Orders on

MACHINERY, IMPLEMENTS, STOVES

or anything in the Hardware line

THE NEW DE LAVAL

A Bigger and Betfer Cream
Separator For The Same Monmey

WORLD’S STANDARD
, Durability, Simplicity
We are Agents

THE BURNS =~ HARDWARE COMPANY

Temporary quarters in warehouse at rear of old stand—Phose

Eastern Oregon Auto Co.

VALE, OREGON

H. E. YOUNG, Proprietor

Agencies in Harney County for the following well
known, reliable, and, value received lines of
.

Automaobiles and Trucks

Hudson Super Six Velie
Franklin Oakland
Republic and Service Trucks

Headquarters at VALE, — Branch at ONTARIO
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