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CHAPTER XXXVI.

Detall,

Across the plaln purple shadows
were sweeping, close-ranked, Hke some
wvast dark army invading the land.
pouring on over the rmmpart of moun
tine in the ecast

Within the rim of hills that ringed
the plain lke the chipped and brokei
fauge of a titante wsaucer, sllence
brooded and solltude held wway
Awarfing the town of Detall that oe
cupled the approximate widdle of tha
sagebrush waste, to proportions even
leas significant than might be Inferrvi
from the candor of its christening

A platform, a slding, n water tank, o
Wells-Fargo office and a telegraph and
ticket office, backed by three rough
frame bulldings; that Is Detall ftem-
ised completely

Bhortly after nightfall the steel rib-
bons of the Santa Fe began to hum. A
headlight peered susplelonely round a
shoulder of the eastern range, took
heart of coutuge to find the plaln still
wmpped in peace, and trudged stolid
ly toward Detall, the ongine whose
eye It was pulling after it a string of
frelght cars, both flat and box

At Detall the train paused, lis
crew alighted and enguged in o anl
mated argument. Detall gathered that
the excitement was due to the unse
countable disappearance of the ca
boose; none seemed to have any no
tion as to how It could have broken

loose;: yei missing It consplouously
waa.

In the pause that followed, while a
report was ‘*elegraphod to headquar
ters and Instructions returned to pro
ceead without delny, one of the traln
men spled a boyish fdgure lurking in
the open door of an empty DBox car
Cunningly boarding this car from the
oppoalte slde, the tralumuan caught
the skulker unawares aund booted lLitn
valngloriously into the night

As the figure allghted and took 1
Its heels, Toulng Itsell o the digrknoess
1t uttered n ery of palned surprise uod
protest which drew a wrinkle of us
tontshment between the brows of the
tralnman

“Sounded like a womon's volee,” he
mused; then dismissed the suggestior
as obviously absurd

It was not ,

Shortly after the freight train had
gone on Its way—before, ltndeed, the
glimmer of {ts rear lghts lind beet
lost among the western hills—a weo
ond headlight appoared o the east
swopt swiftly across the platn and b
turn stopped at Detnll

The second blrdof pusssge proved
to be 4 lovomotive drawlig o sthgle
car—a Pullman

Hardly had It run past the switeh

however, when the braketnan droppse
down, ran quickly back to the switcl
and threw it open.

Promptly the traln backed on to the
slding,

A# the Pullman jJolted worose the
frogn the brakeman, Interposing him
sell between It and the tender, re
leased the coupling

Hy the time that the Pulltban has I

come to a fall stop on the siding, the
lpcomotlve was swinging westward
like a scared jaekrabblt—ithough e
such milk-and watery charactorization
of the traltor passed the | of any
one of the three men who presently
appeared on the Pullman's platforn
and shook Impotent fists In the diree
tion taken by the fogltive euglue

When the last of those had run tem
porarily out of breath and blusplivimy
a brief sllence fell, punctusted by
groans from esch, and concluded by
the wound of a volee caulling from the
interior of the onr—u volee s ntrange
Iy sonorous of tote ne It was curlously
querulous of nceent.,

The three men lmmediately ran back
Into the car and presonted themselves
with countenancer varlously apolo
&etic, to ane wha cecoupled u corner ol
the drawlng room: o man wrapped it
a stegmer rug and a eloud of fury

Now when he had drolned  the
muddy froth of profanity from his tem
per It left & clear and eNeryvescen)
well of virulent hwmor: the wrath ol
the valetudinarian hegan ta vent itsell
upon the haplesa heads of the trio whe
wtoad before him,

While this  waus In process, the
person of boyish appearance, who hsd
been keeplug religlounly aloof und 1o
conspledous In the backiground of I
tall ever winee that unhappy affalr
with the tralnman, stols guistly up to
the rear of the wiwlled Pullman,
climbed abourd, and crevping down
the amle uncerewonlounly luterruptod
the conference Just an the lnvalld was
polishing off a rude but honest spinlon
of the Intellectunl caliber of one of the
thren named Marrophat, who Ngured
an his righthand man and famillar
genlue

“Amen o that!" the boylsh person
ejaculated with candld forvor, loung
Ing  gracelessly 0 the  doorway
“There's many & true word spoken in
wrath, Mr. Marrophat. Father forgol

only oné thing—your masterly way
with a revolver., From what I've soen
of that, this day, 'l go ball that the

ouly wafe place for a man you pull o |

&un an s right In tront of the muzale.
Thore's somethlog downright uncanny
i the way you can hit auything but
what you alm wt!"

“Judith!™  exclulmed the  lnvalld
“Where did you drop from?"
“From that freight,” Judith ex

pliined curelessly, neglecting to elucl
date the exnct fanhlon of bor drop. 1
Judged you'd be slong presontly, and
thought 1'd lke tw learn the newws
Wall—-what lufk?"

Her father shrugged with his one
movable  shoulder, Me, Marrophat
grunted Indignsotly. The others shuf-
ed uneasily and looked all ways but
oue—ut the girl In mau's clothing,

“None? Judith Interpreted. “You
don't mean to tell me that alfter | had

ke 811 that tronble—aennt the en-
soses Jooese In the middle of that
trestle wt the sk of my Hle—you

't have the nerve to go through
with the business!

We wont through with It wll right,™
Marrophat dofenstvely; “but
ua usanl, they wero too guick for us
ey Jumped out wid dropped off the
tristle before our ougine hit the ca-
Weo smashed that to kindling
woind ~but they gol away just 1s timo
i omlss the erash And by the tlme
weo bad stopped snd calmed down the
ehgliear—wall, 1|t v dark und no
of tolling whive way they haed

roplicad

way
ran.”

e eirl atarted to speak, but morely
dropped Hmp hands ot her sides and
rollod her eyes holplossly,

Woe do our best,” Marrophat ob
werved ‘We cun't be blamoed I
umething wotehow — always hap-
penn o tp the others off™

The girl swung to face him with
| bloging eyes.  “Just what does that
mean ™ she demanded In & dangerous
Viroe

Morrophat  Ufted  his  shoulders,
“Nothing - mueh,” he allowed. “1 am

only thinking lhow sirange It s that

My, Law cun't e cazzht by any sort
of stratopgem—whion You are on the job,
Ml Judith!"

e girls hands were elenched Into
white Knuck! s showing through
v contemptible puppy !

fintm,
ghe Aesh Y
shoe snapped
Hut on this her volee falled; for her
| tyes traveled past the person of Mr,
Murrophiat to the disitw oy of the draw-
g room and found It framing A
Wlranger
Exouwe mo, frivud e offervd In
truwl. "It pains

Batt In on thia

i Iaey, v TP
e cobsid rabde L

happy famdly wathering, but businoess
I8 Lbsiriee paine we csual, and 1 got
1 pet youall o ploase pat up your

What do vou winst ™ the lovelid de
manded

Why,” deawled the b
in partlenlnr
out, I you jrhease Kt
liady He tun an
glance down the tigure
revoaled  cather
A you'll pardon

ndit, "nothing

casl  Hhell
« il nud the

appreciative
which Judith's
than cons
my takin'

anly ¥

Lo,

disgtilae

o)

"Olvo me o Ihoosprd on nesaunt,” sld
the other, “aml W nny g you'll
Py mo fnlnet Lhouniod more (o ax-
ehange for i and one doad man, pnwl'
erly tdentified aw the one you w.at—-'
wlgned by you YOUE man's as
good an dead thilp miliute, prmldlnl‘;
he'a o elding distanee of this bere
car"

Tring wived his hond ot hin secre.

ey, CJmmy, g o thoosand dollars
tor thiw gentheman.  Make out the
paper he Indieates for the balance,
and 1710 wign "

“AIMt you powerful trustful, Me;
Trine? How do you know I'll do any+

thing more'n pockot that Ndusand and
fade dellcutely away,”

"My dunghtor nod thin ll'llullll-llll‘
Mr. Marvophint, will accompiany youw" '
@k, thnt's the wiy of 1t s 1™
“Nomoe " Interjected the seerotary,
writing busity with the top of his atd

tache case Tor o dosk

| Blade™

“Slnde,”  dald  the  bDandit, "J.mﬂ
Analo Trione putetured the at-
Index fiiger, “The
e w hose HEw | vt e naemed Alaey
Law Mo s rinning away with my,
dnughier, Howe, necompaniod by & pers
o pwned Dueeas, disgulsed ne o Pallé
wan porie

"The three of them having recent?
enenped from o trsln wreek up yonder
| on the troptle? Hopt i Insecposed,

monpliere with hite

| “You've met them?™ Judith domands
| e, whivling rougid

‘ “AbOUl b hour aeao, oF maybe Iq
Mour wid a hodf Popl Jim replied, "
Lgood  wayn  dow the roud. They

U owhoee they could gey
pight 1 kindly directed
vodown In the Paloted

wtopped sl n
put up for th
them on o M

| il yondin
CHAPTER XXXVII,
) Fireplay.

Contented with the promise of &
thourand dotlnr pdvines on his cone<
teact, providing he roturned with
horses within o stipulated thoe, Mr,
Tlopd Jienes Shade deiftod guletly away
into the desort nlght

Well witent,  persuadesd that the
marrow s Vil ould never sot upon n
worlld tenanted by one Alan Law, that

monomnnloe, Sencen Trine, forgot hig
rocent 1 tempor and set himself diplo-

sl the IMercices be-

maticully to ad)
tween s doaughter, Judith, and his
Hrsl Dewtenant, Marmoplint

It was no facile tank: Marrophat
could not be trddted 1o work with s

slugle mind bocpuse of his Infatuation
for Judith; Judieh could no more ba
Crusted faitl IV 1 serve out her yow
| to bring Alu Lo hor futher's feet,
allve or dotd. beennpe—10) ¢ruel trony
of Fute!abe herself bad tallen o
P dove with thnt setoe et whiose death

| b lpd pledged Bersell to compans.
| Only when, an pow, holf mad with
| Josdouwy, detormined to soo Alun dead
f“'” o than yiold Bine e the woman
he Toved, Nt tor. might Judith be
| counted iy to merye hor father In
j Bls Just for venponnge ue he would be
werved ot not without Mar
roplat ot lo ogx her on
1 g} et of bis survells
Taned N could e trusted, ln-
P, by worl alovies o the desifed cone-
wiy ek r Bad weeret roa-
pon o fear est Marrophat might,
Riven opportunity, connive st Alan's
eRcupe ln arids that he might marry
K andl 1 JTudith back Ioto
h k' i A ‘
| & ftiailoay

wimrrephat at Her E.oow t

| potiee,”  he  amendod Parhupn |
| wouldu's if the lady's glothes didu't M
her wo allfired quick’
Keep a clvil tongue In your Liead,
| my mas!" Judith cognselad, withont
auy show of fear
AL the sume time bher fathey's voleo
brought her to her senses
‘Judith!  Be gquiet.  Lat e
| with thiv gentleman, | am sure
J CAl Cowe Lo some srrangement.”
“You bet your e, agresd the gens
tHemun as the girl mutinously steppod
baek. 1 kaow what | want, and you
ull know you got W: so the neme of

domd
Wy

the sald arrsngemont s just ‘shell
TTT] S

“Oie oiloute,”  the  Iuvelld  luter
| powindd “Hon't usundecetund e )

| gunreantee You shull be amply watis:
flsd, | give you my word -the word
af Beneon Trine”

The eyos of the papglt
"NaT s thut su?  Seoecs Triue
|u|!huml king? Hure's you'se
you're hilm I've noen your
i the paperd @ doren thoees, Waell,
pow, It luoks ke 1I'd drawy w foll
Lo Uils palr of deweces, don'y 1)
you ought to be able o pny gumethiteg
| B e
“I% pay you fur more handeomely
|than you drenwm of I you'll do o |
winh,” Trine Interruptod gquickly, *
me the servige | wikli--and name
vyour price; whateyer W v, you shall
lave 1"

‘Wotliing could be falres'n that!”
the twogun man admitted susplesogs

widened

Lthi
Lirrn
((LISIRY S £

|

||-_. "Iut what's the numboer of (hia |

bure pervice—llke you call 1t
| "Listen to e Trige el bis bewd
Harwird and Jabbed the sle with pn
| thiphatic forefinger. “"What's the lry
|ef o man worth e this peck of the
vioods T
How miuel you got
"IN pay you lem thousand dollers
wr the e of the mau | will brme."
The eyos of the bandit narrowed
‘Hold on, my friead: |» thut what you
il my nun'ng my own price®
“Namo It, then,” wndd Triue.

| —

$1500 Reward!

e T S (T

Lgy Her On.
[ ] I OWAR s pirtviete
dHuveaphat HinEl ek

For sl thut, it wae the uing sud not

whom Trine desiguated

comment of

| lesd  the  wspeditlon, cynniugly
conntlog on Tudith's <hagrin 1o work
wpon bor pasalons und oxelte her to
o mund, blind attempt that
slu bl g oyecosnful

Hanhig voweeret sille, Trine an-
niord deckalon at the last mo-
b | Hopl Jiw welted with his
Buabwdsa wip] an ueslstint-—ong Texss—
fur whi ok Innuernen of scruples
AF. Hin nhvsltutingly vouchad.

Wllendy vobmisnive, ol least g out
ward wocmbog Judith bowed to this de
el hod out of the oar, and
mufforedd Mo raplint to help her mount
hpr !

n Getwtedy, am the 10 caval
oda g through the meonlit desert

—— - {

Your bleodd "Lucille Love' did
yiur ¢ Nell, you'll like *"The
1 Vilcarts’ better. Tona-
Wil Wednesday night,

Fho Gragon, Cals
Horninand Nevada
Live dtack P .
Hon Association of
which the under
alytnd Is membar,
will wive 81,000 00
L toward far  ervls

N denes loading o
&) e arrent gnd eon.

) Uil'“liﬁli'lhr‘u'-
Ly ur parties steal-
j L Borses, oatils

or inules ln‘tn'll‘ll
fhany ol s mem

i ol Whaawe,

i wpdesplgnad
Huinn $ie o for all horses

1w the slde of Houl Jim, and then
drecpped brek, permitting  Murrophat
to leadl the way with Texun

As delibarately she wot hermlf 1o
work upon the bundit's susceptibility
10 hor charms,

Within an hour she had him roady
to do anything to win hor smile

In that first rush of golden day a-
fhwart the lund, the purty come guietly
Into the town of Mesn, riding slowly In
order that the nolse of thelr approach
uight not warn the fugltives, who
Hopl assorted confidently would wiitl
be sownd asteep In the sccommodas
tlone offered by the town's one hotel

It wan to be termiod a town only in
courteny, thin Mesa: n  strapgllng
street of shucks, rpmnhneklo volles of
‘what bad anoe been n promining com.
munity, the half-wey stution between
the rallroad and the minlig cnmpn
hooretsd In the fastuesmes of (he Palots

hills-—~camps now abandoned, thele
yery nauos almost fuded out of the
mumory of mankind

Midway In thin atring of edifloes the
hotel stood—a rough, unpainted, wood.
on sdifice, mainly veranda and bore
room as to Its lower Noor,

Jowloualy Judith watched the wine
dows of the necond foor: and nhae
nlone of the four detectod the fuce thnt
showed for ane brlef fustant well back
Yo the shadows beyond one of the bed
room windows—a fuce that glionnered
momentarily with the pallor of »
Ehoat's agalnst the baekground of that
obscurity, and then was gone

Her syes alone, Indesd, could have
recognlzed the featurow of Alan Law
in that fugitive glimipane

Two sentences oxcliangod batweon
Hopl Jim aud & DBlear oyl fellow
whom he roused from sodden slumboers
bebhind the bar sealed thelr confidenen
with convietion: the fugithyes
were In fact guests of the houne, o
cupylng two of the three rooms that
composed e vpper stury

In the rush that followed up tho
narrow staleway, Judith led with soeh
spirit that wot even Marrophst sus
pected her revolver was polned molely
with Intent to shoot from Hin haud his
own revolver the lostant he leveled
it ot & human target

Closed and locked doars confronted
them; and thelr summaons educod no
reaponss; while the fest door, when
broken In by & wholesouled Kick, dis
covered nothing more
than an empty room, ite bed bearing
the lmprint of n womnn's bindy, buot
that woman gone

From the one window, looking down
the alde of the haune
that the woman bhud bot s
juaplng out

mntinfactary

Texam announeosd

demped by

Bo It seemed that tho throw st
have had warning of thelr arrival
aftér all; and prosumably were now

hoarded togothor In the adjoiniug room,
which looked out over the veranida
roof, walting In foar and
for the mesuult thiat must sool Cot
and In fact Humodintely did

But 1t met with more stubillsirg re
sintance than had been

tremi bl g

anticipated

The door had been barvleaded from
within — ppanforced by furnitur
placed agninst . Four miputes and

the united efforts of fuur men Cinelud
lng the bleary loafer of the barroom
were regqulred to overe
slitance, Bul even when I8 wan duwn
the room was found to be
the firet.

Ouly the Angers of two hinds grip
plng the edge of the veranda roof
showed the way the fugitives liad
fown; and these vanished Instantly ua
the roomw wae tnvaded

Followed s wwift rush of hiools down
the dusty stroet, and & chiorus of Llas
phemy In the hutel hallway: for Ju

T LS T i

aE vimpty as

dith bad headed the concerted rush
for the stadrease wnd contiived to
block 14 for o full balf milnute by pre
tending (o stymble wnd twist her

nnkle.
In spite of that alluged Injury, who
naver llmpod, and wosn't n yurd be

hind the first who broke from the

hotel to the open, nor yet wppreciabily

bebind blm In veulting tr saddle
Well up the roud 4 cliond of nmoky

dust balf obmeured the shapes of throo
who rode for thelr vory Hoe

The pursult was off b oa twiuk g
and wall bunchied - Morrophat's mount
leading by u noso, Judith second, Hopl
Jim and Texas but Hitle in the roar
Aund Ip the first rush they secmed (o
galn; moment by motpent thoy
Up on the Aying cloud of Just
¢ Judith henrd an oath muttered be
oide ber and saw Morropling Jerking a
revolver from Its holuter. The wenpon
swept up and to o level, but as the
bammer fell, Judith's Yorse caromod
huvlly agalnst Lhe other, wwinglug It
Ralf & dosen feet anide, wuid defecting
the bullet hopelessly

The shock of colllnlon was so great
that Marrophat kept hin weat with dif
fAculty. He turned toward Judith &
fuce Mvid with rage

Blmulteneously, we 1f takiug the shot
a8 the signal for w fusillade
aaw Alan loan buck over il Lorwe's
rump and open fire,

Aun tnstant later hiw compnnlon, Har
cun, lmitated hin oxumplo

In tmmedlate conmequence, Texan
dropped reluy, slumped forward over
e pommel, wabbled weakly In s
saddle for & moment, then loslng the
stirrups, plichind  hesdiong 1o tho
ground ; while Hopl  Jlw's  horsa
stopped whort, precipituting hiw rlder
oyerhead, und cllruppl'd o

drow

CHAPTER XXXVIIL,
The Ugper Trall,

In the ten minutes’ delny neceunl:
tated by this reverse, & number of
more Or Iwes lunocont  bystandors
pleked up the mun Texas und carrled
him off to breathe his last bonenth a
roof; Hopl Jim pleked himselr up,
brushed his persou Lolerubly clear of

T —
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.I‘.'!I: the girl manouvercyd hm h-nrm\-‘

Judith |

- -

cloudn of dust and prefunity, and de
| prtad in senrch of & wount to replace
[ the borse thet had besn shot ynde
bim; wnd Judith sat her horse oalmly,
L umiling swoel lnsolonce Into the sxas;
||u-u\lml countenance of Marrophat,

incldentally the fugitives disapy
| poared round & bend ln the road that
| 1od directly Into the wild and barren
hoart of the Painted hills

In the brief Interval that elapeed bes
fore hin retum with Hopl Jim, Marro-

| phint contrived to persusde the bandit
| that Judith had been, st loast indl
| roctly, responsible for the eatastrophe,
| with the upshot that, temporarily
plinded to ber fascinations by the glit-
| ter of nineteen thousand dollars In the
| nour distance, Mr. Blade malntalned
his distance and & deaf ear to her
| plandishiments, The only Information
[ an to thole purposs that she was able
to sxtract from elther man, when the
pursuing party turned aside from the
main trall, some distance from Mosa,
was that Hopl Jim knew s short cut.l
| through the rmnge, vin what he termed
the upper trall, by which they hoped
to bo uble to head the fugitives off be-
fure they could galn the desert on the
fiur wide of the hills,

Only ot long Intervals did they draw
reln to permit Hop! Jim to make re-
| counolmancs of the lower trall that
throaded the valley on the far side of
thoe ridgn,

Toward noon he returned Io haste
from the last of these surveys—
serambling rocklessly down the mouns
tultiwlde and throwing himsell upon
hin horne with the advice:

“Wao'va headed 'em—can make it
now If we ride llke sll get-out!™

For half an hour more they pushed
on #t the best speed to be obtalued
from thelr woeary animals, at length
drawing reln st & polnt where the trall

| cromsed the ridge and widened out
| npon w long, brosd ledge that over
hung the valley of the lower trall, with
n colear drop to the latter from the
brink of a good two hundred feel.

One hasty look back and down Into
the valley avoked a grunt of satisfac-
ton from Hopl Jim.

“Just In time,"” he asseverated, “Hore
| they come! Ten minutes more v
| Hin wmlle answersd Marrophat's

with unspeakable cruel significance.

"Texas will sleep better tonight
when he knows how I've squared the
deal for Bim!™ the bandit declared,

“What are you golng to doT* Judith

| emnnded, relolug her horwe In beslde

Marrophat us tha latter dismounted.

A goesture drew her attentlon to s
lige boulder polsed Ilnsecurely on the
very Np of the ¢hasm,

“We're golng to tlp thal over on
your friends, Miss Judith!™ Marrophat
repdled, with n smack of relish ln his

“Simple  neat—oMolent —eh t

What more ean you aek?

she nnewered only with an Irreprens-
Lle gesture of horror,  Marrophat's
laugh followed ber ne whe turned awny.

For some momenta she strained her
vislon  valnly, endeavoring to pene
trute the turbulopnt currents of super
Lieated alr thet Alled the valloy, Then
phe mnde out Indistinetly the faintly
tiarked lpe of the lower trall; and

[ fmmnediately whe eaught a gllmpae of
ninall Agures, mounted, tolling
plnfully toward the point where death
wwnlted them ke s bolt from the blue,

Huntily she glanced overshoulder:
Hopl Jim and Marrophat, ignoring her,
wore stralnlng thenmelves ngalnst the

boulder without budging It an inch,
for all ity apparent nicety of polse, For
an lnstant & wild hope fashed through
hor mlnd, but 1t was lmmediately ox-
orelsed when Hopl Jim stepped back
wnd uttered n few words of which only
tw="dynamie"” and “fupe"—ronchec
her ears

Kooeling bealde the boulder he dug
busily for an instant, then lodged the
wilck to his satisfaction, attached the
fume, and breaking off, edged on hie
| belly to the edge of the clif and
| looked down, carefully ealculating the

length of the fuse by the distange of
the party down below from the spot

where the rock must fall

Iyt while he wak mo engaged and

| Marrophat alded him, all eagor inter
ont, Judith was tuking mdvantago of
| thelr disregard of her

Hurriedly ynbuttoning her jacket,
whe whipped o pinylng cafd from bher
pocket, u trey o' hearts, sud with the
st of & pencil neribbled three words
on Is face—"Dmnger! Go back!™

Then Anding a small, Aattish bit of
rock, she bound the card to It with
Wbt of siring; and with one more
bickward glance o make sure aha
not  watched, approached the

volow

throo

wWhan
birink.

Hopt Mm was metioulously shortens
ing the fuse, Marrophat kueeling by
hiw side ¥
1 In the canyon below the three were
within two minutes of the danger
pulnt,

It wan no trick at all to drop the
Wlone wo that it fell within & dosen
feet of the leading horseman

Hhe suw blm relo In suddenly, dis.
wount, cunt & Jook aloft, then diamount
abid plek up the warning.

An the others jolned him, he de
tuchied the card and showed It to them.

At the same time Hopl Jim and Mar
rophat Jumped up and ran back, each
neleing apd holding his horse by nose
und bridiy

Constraliied (o do lkewlge jenk whe
lusn hor mount, Judith walted with &
Hghtened bhourt

The exploston smote dull schoes
from the flunks of the Palnted hills,
all drowslng In the noon-day haush:
the boblder testered reluctantly on the
hirink, theon disappeared with a tear
i sound followed by a rush of earth
wnd gravel; s wide ;ny nppoared In
the brink of the teal), L2

Japving Magrophiul tp hold the twg
frightoned  horses  while  the gir)
poothed ber own, the bandit rushed 1o

W v

——

the adgo, thraw himpelf Aat and ywors
bitterly, with an mcosnt of grievanco,
o rose,

“F:D:lh. canyon below & dull nolss
of galloping hoofs ndvertised too plain
Iy the fallure of thelr attempt,

And Hop! Jim turned back only to
find Judith mounted, reining her horie
in between him and Muarrophat, nnd
prepared to glve pmphasis to what #he
had to sny with an automatio pietol
that nestled snugly in her palm,

“One moment, Mr, Blade,” she sug
gested evenly. “Juat & momont barfore
you break the sad nown to Mr, Murro-
phat. I've something to say that neods
your attention—Ukewise, your ronpect.
It In thin: 1 mm parting company with
you and Mr. Marrophat. | &m riding
on toward the west, by this trall. It
sither of you oare to follow me’-—the
sutomatio fashed ominously In the
pun glare—"1t will bo with full knowl
edge of the conmeguences. Mr, Marro
phat will enlighten you If you have

any doubt of my ability to take care of
myself In such affalrs an this. If you
are well advised, you will turn back
and report fallure to my father.”

Bhe nodded curtly and swung her
horse round.

“And what shall 1 tell your father
from you!” Marrophat demanded
sharply.

“What you pleass,” the girl replied,
flashing an Impleh mnlle overshouldor
“Hut, slnce when I part compaiy with
you, 1 part with him as waell - for nll of
me, you may tell hlin to go to the
devil!"”

“Waell,” Mr. Murrophat admitted con
fidontially to Mr, Siada, “I'm damned !

“And that slo't all,”. Mr, Blade con
fded tn Mr. Marrophat, whipping out
his own revolver: “You're belug held
up, too, 1'll tnke thowe guns of your'n,
triond, and what else you've got sbout
you that's of value, lncluding your hows
—and when you get back to old man
Trine you can Just tell blm, with my
best compliments, that 've quit the
job and lt out after that daugliter of
hin'n. She's n heap sight more stirac
tive than niueteen thousand dollars,
and not balf wo hard to earnl”

CHAPTER XXXV,

Burnt Fingers,

Once ahio had lost touch with her fa-
ther's creatures, the girl drew rein
and went on more slowly and cnu
tiously.

Below her, lo the valley, the lower
trall wound Ite feclle way. From thme
to time sbhe could discern upsdi Woine
naked stretch of It length a cloud of
dust, or perhaps three mounted Ng
ures, scurrylog mndly on with fear of
death snapping st thelr heels

It was within an hour of midalght,
the helghtes, and bright with moon
light, when Alan's party made it last
pause and enmped Lo rest agalist the
dawn, unconsclous of the fact that, &

upper trall, & louely woman paused
whoen they paused and mede her own
camp on the edge of & sharp doclivity

The level shafts of the rislng sun
awakened hor. Hhe sat up, rubibed her
eyes, yawned, stretchoed lmbis wtim
with the hardship of sleaplug on un
yiolding, sun-baked warth—und of a
sudden started up, surprised by the
grating of footsteps on the earth be
bilud her.

Bofore she could turn, however, she
was caught and wrupped In the arme
of Hopl Jim,

Hhe mustered all her strength and
wits and will for one last struggle—
and In & frengled moment mannged to
broak his hold a trifle, encugh to en.
able her to snatch st the pistol hang
Ing from ber belt and present 1t at hin
Liead,

But It exploded harmlessly, spend
ing its bullet on the blue of the morn
Ing aky. The bLandit esught her wrist
In time, thrust it aside and subjected
it to such eruel prossure and such sav
ago wrenchings that the platol dropped
from fngers numbed with paln

Atd now all bint of merey jeft his
eyes; remaiued oply the glare of ragoe
He put forth all his strength In turn,
and Judith was as a child to his hands
In half & minute he had her helplops,
In an much Ume more her back was
breaklng soroms his kuee, while ho
bound her with loop after lnop of hiw
rawhide larial. |

Then, leaving ner mwomentarily |
suplne on the ground, Hopl Jim caught |
and unhobbled her horse, and without |
troubling to saddle 1, Nited the glrl
to its back, and placed her thore, face |
upward, catching her haods and foet,
as they fell on either Nank of the ant |
mal, with more loops of that unbioak
able rawhide, and deftly placing the |
master koot of the hiteh that bound
this human pack well beyond posa!
billty of her reach . |

Bhe panted w prayer for morcy. e |
Inughed In her face, bent and klesed
her brutally, and stepped back laugh.
Ing o adwire hin handiwork

Thua he stood for an finstant Lo
tween the horse and the edge of the
declivity, a falr mark, stark against
the sky, for gue who stood fn the val |
ley below, holding his rifle with cager
Angers, walting for Just such oppor
tunity with the same impationce with
which ho had walted for It ever sluee
the nolse of debris kicked over the
edge by the wiruggling mun and
woman had drawp his attention to
what was golng op above.

Alan pressed the trigger wnd the
shot sounded clear In the mornlng
stillness, Judith suw a look of wx
grievdd amagement cross the fuce .-r|
Hopl Jlm Slade.

Then fie throw Bis hands out, clawed
blindly wt the alr, stuggered, reclod
agaloet (he horwe's flank mo boavily
that it shied In fﬂlhl, angd ubruptly
shot from sight oyer the edge of the
bluft,

(T'a be continued)
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