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The Boise Capital News has 
the following to say of the cam
paign m < )i egon :

Portland, Oregon, unfortunate
ly, has no demot ralic or impartial 
and fair-minded paper during a 
campaign, and so outsiders and 
many people in the interior of 
that state, who depend on the 
Oregonian f< i political new s are 
grossly deceived as to the merits 
of candidates, and the situation 
generally. The Oregonian is a 
great new-paper, ¡is such, and its 
great editorial ability is conceded 
on ¡ill hands, but in politics, when 
it comes to a pinch, a campaign, 
it becomes narrow, unfair, spite
ful, malicious, mendacious, malig
nant, venomous. Jt publishes 
only the news favorable to the 
side it espouses and does not pub 
lish that truthfully or fairly; it 
denies the other side, though 
nearly half its patrons are on that 

side, a hearing and does not ac
cord them even decent treatment.

'¡’lie present campaign over in 
Oregon is an illustration of these 
remarks. The Oregonian is men
daciously attacking and villainous
ly cat icatin ing firing.’ Chamber- 
lain, the democratic candidate for1 
governor, whom tens of thousands 
of people of that state know to be 
oni' of the most upright and hon
orable ¡is well ¡is one of the most 
agreeable gentleman in the state 
—he is so well ami favorable 
known, in fact, that the Oregoni
an's slanders will not injure him 
any.

One would suppose from read
ing the Portland paper that Fur
nish, the republican candidate, 
would receive the full republic ¡in 
vote and’Jiave a majority of lo,- 
ooo or more. But a well inform
ed and conservative Portland gen
tleman visiting Boise says that 
Chamberlain is almost sure to 
carry Portland and Multnomah 
county, the republican stronghold 
<>f the state. He will there le- 
ceive not only the full democratic 
vote, but at least one-third and 
probably nearer one-half of the 
i epublic.in vote. The fusion ticket 
composed pi incipally of democ i .its 
will also probably win in that 
county. In other parts of the 
state the split in the republican 
parly is not so serious, but in 
many c. unties Chamberlain will 
tun ahead of Ins ticket, and tn.i' 
lie able to overcome the great 
republican majority in that state.

It would not be a bad thing if 
old Oregon were shaken up a 
little, politiiallv as well as other
wise pciliaps then she would 
i uh het ev es open.

I ut it does make the whole body 
of voters a supreme legislative 
body. It gives about five thou
sand voters power to refer to the 
people a bill passed by the legis
lature, and it gives the -time pow
er to the legislature. It gives 
about eight thousand voters the 
same power to Introduce a mea
sure before the people for their 
vote that one senator or one rep
resentative has to introduce a bill 
in the legislature. Any proposed 
law submitted to the people bv 
the legislature or by petition must 
have a majority vote of the peo
ple before it is adopted. There 
are no special elections on laws 
unless ordered by the legislature. 
There is r.o expense to the tax
payers, because the petitioners 
must pay all the expenses of their 
petition. The amendment gives 
a majority of the people power to 
make any law independent of the 
legislature, and to veto or repeal 
any act of the legislature.
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(Cartoons are by the best artists. 
The humorous stories are high 
class, by authors of national rep
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'Flic initiative and referendum 
will be left to Oregon as the lega
cy of the people’s party Though 
finally brought about by the old 
parlies, it was begun by the pop
ulists and is now in part the pi ice 
of populist support of the republi
can party. Long ago the demo
crats joined in advocating this 
purely deinocr itic idea, but the 
republicans promised it a passing 
support only in a bai ter for votes. 
It was done, with no tin,tight of 
seriousness, but happily it became 
a tine lever for boosting otliei 
factional schemes in the gient 
hoodie party until now its pas age 
is a foregone conclusion. It vv iii 
meet opposition yet by far•< ring 
republican polilii.ians a - it contain- 
the germ of their destruction, and 
if it sliciiild not pass at the coming 
election, republicans will slaugliti i 
it. It is not a republican measure. 
After its passage that paitv will 
use every effort to discourage a: d 
limit and disqualify its con tituted 
uses. We hope they will not, 
but it is altogether too democratic 
for republican methods, soinaik 

I our prediction. — Salem 1 leuii i rat.
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