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A Salem dispatch of recent date 
says: The state land board and the 
attorneys for irrigation companies 
have at last agreed upon a form 
of contract which shall be used in 
agreements to be made for the re­
clamation of arid land under the 
Carey act and the Oregon arid land 
law. There were several points up­
on which the irrigation companies 
and the members of the state land 
board differed. Some of these were 
satisfactorily adjusted, and the 
others have been settled, presuma­
bly with satisfaction to all concern 
ed.

Under the contract now to be 
given, the irrigation companies will 
tie permitted to take posession of 
the arid land and reclaim it. In 
case of large tracts they will have 
10 years in which to complete the 
work, but in the case of small tracts 
a time that may be deemed reason­
able will be designated. Work 
must lie commenced within six 
months after the contract is signed, 
and at least 10 per cent of it must 
be completed within the first year. 
All expense of reclamation must be 
paid by the company accepting the 
contract, and for its reirabursmenst 
the companyis given a lien upon 
the land for the cost of reclamation 
as estimated by the state engineer.

claiming it. Under an act of tlie 
last legislature, the state land 
board is authorized to enter into 

be contracts for the reclamation of 
arid lands, the persons or com­
panies building the irrigation works 
paying all the expenses and hav- i 
iug a lien upon tlie land for the 
cost of reclamation. Any settler 
desiring to purchase any of the re­
claimed land from the state may 
do so by paving off the lien. What 
the cost of reclamation will be is 
to be determined by the state en­
gineer, but it is expected the cost 
will be $10 to $12.50 per acre.
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It is provided that ths annual 
charge for water for iriigation pur­
poses shall be fixed by the state 
land board: that the company shall 
maintain the canals, laterals and 
work« in good condition, and furn­
ish water during the irrigation sea’ 
son, according to such reasonable 
rules and regulations as the com­
pany may adopt; provided however, 
that the rules regarding the distri­
bution of water shall be subject to 
the approval of the board.

Each subdivision of the land re­
claimed must bear such proportion 
of the entire lien as its value bears 
to tbe value of the 
The clause regarding 
tiers is as follows:

It is further agreed
parties hereto that from the dale of 
the execution of the contract be­
tween the secretary of interior and 
the state of Oregon any bona tied 
settler, who is a citizen of the Unit 
ed States, or who has declared his 
intention to become such, desiring 
t«y settle upon or become a purchaser 
of not more than 160 acres of any 
of tile lands set out and described 
herein, shall sign an application in 
duplicate with the party of tin 
first part (the irrigation company), 
one copy of which shall be filed with 
the state land board, and when 
such applicant shall file his release 
of lien for reclamation, the deed of 
conveyance to him from the state 
• hall lie issued without further pay­
ment.

State Engineer G L. Dillman is 
now in Eastern Oregon, examin­
ing Lin 1 for th» reclamation of 
which application has been made 
He wiil estimate the cost of riela- 
mation and repot t to the board, 
whereupon contracts will be en- 

j tered into with the irrigation com 
i panies.
j Crook county contains the lar­
gest tracts for which applications 

, for reclamation have been made.
A tract in the central part of Crook 
county comprises about 86.000 
acres. The contract for the recla­
mation of this land has been ap- 

1 plied for bv tl.e Pilot Butte Devel- 
opri ent Company, of which A. M. 
Drake is president. In the pro­
ceedings before tbe state land board 

I th* company has been represented 
by A. K. Wilson Another tract, 
lying partly in Crook and partly 
in Klamath, comprise. ”8,000 
acres. The Oregon Development 
Company, of which J E Morwn 
i. president, is asking for the con­
tract for the development of this 
large area of land. C M Idleman, 
attorney for tbe eompany. w»i be­
fore the state land board recently, 
presenting tbe claims of tbe com 
jwi.y.

, actuient excellent; in
tact, never in the history of the 
movement has the cause of na­
tional irrigation been so near a 

I victory.
It is not intended to allow it to 

i becotm .1 party measure. In the 
-enate the vote w:o practically 
unanimous in f.ivor of an irriga­
tion bill. In tile house the bill is 
reported by a republican. Mr Mon­
dell, though it is regarded by tunny 
as a democratic measure, owing to 
tiie fact that Mr. Newland* is con­

sidered to lie largely responsible 
for its authorahip. It is under­
stood that a large proportion of the 
democrats in the house will vote 
for the bill without question. Some 
republican leaders are opposed to 
the principle involved, but it is be- 

j Sieved that enough republican votes 
will be secured to insure its pas­
sage as a purely non partisan meas­
ure, members voting f r or against 
it according to their convictions 
It is not believed that the senate 
will present nv serious objection 
in conference to the 
bill as amended by 
it is only in tb it 
stands any chance 
law.

The credit for bringing this bill 
to its present 
sidering it aH among 
legislative features 
gre.-.s, is due to the western mem­
bers. who havo given so much time 
and labor to the matter, to Presi­
dent Roosevelt, for his distinctly 
favorable attitude toward such n 
law, and his clear and emphatic 
statements as to wh it such a 1 nv 
should be. and to Mr. Maxwell, of 
the National Irrigation Associa 
lion, who has aroused public senti­
ment to that point when such legis­
lation is possible, and lias fought 
to the finish for a measure which 
would lie in truth a home-building 
anil not a • p -dative institution.

A late Associated Press dispatch 
from Washington says'the irriga­
tion bill reported to the house 
marks the beginning of a new 
epoch in the history of the effort 
to secure national aid for irriga­
tion. In favor of this bill are ar­
rayed all of tbe forces favorable to 

| tlie reclamation of the public lands 
by the government ami then- is no 
longer any friction within the irri- 

I gathm camp.
The bill as originally drawn by 

the special committee of seventeen 
selected bv the western represent 

| a lives for that purpose was an in­
definite, loosely worded measure, 
which, in truth, did not meet with 
the entire approval of any one 
member of the committee which 

p put it forth. This bill went to the 
I senate ami was there freely amend­
ed. some of the worst feature being 
stricken out. As amended the bill 
passed the senate ami was sent to 

] the house. In ths meantime the 
] house committee had reported a 
| bill which was as bad ns tlie bill 
which originally appeared in the 
senate. This bill has now been 
withdrawn by tlie house committee 

| and the senate bill with still fur 
(her amendments has been substi 
tuted therefor. The amendments 
to the senate bill aro favored by 
President Roosevelt and the 
tlonal Irrigation Association.

I rnerous conferences have been 
at the White House and in tlie 

'committee room, with the result 
¡that a measure has been evolved to 
which no one interested in the sub 1 
ject finds serious objection.

The sole purpose of all the | 
amendments proposed is to make 
...e measure a law to encourage| 
home-building in the arid land 

■states. When the critical point 
ess in the dis­

cussion of a possible irrigation law 
President Roosevelt sent for all 

] the members interested and tol l 
them plainly and emphatically 

I what his ideas were upon the sub 
'ject, showing a comprehension of 
| the issues involved which amazeil 
¡those with whom he met in confer­
ence, His position was identical 

| with that which has been assumed 
■ by the National Irrigation Associa­
tion. Mr. George II. Maxwell, 
chairman of the executive com 
iiitttee of tbe association, has con­
tended from the timb the special 

i committee formulated its bill thst 
the proposed measure did not meet 
tbe necessities of th- situation in 
that it did not provide against the 
speculative absorption of land and 
water, and that interstate projects 
were impossible of accomplishment 
under its provisions.

Western nietubers <>f congress 
found that President Ronevelt had 
'»ken the same position, not from 
the dictation of any one per-on or 
interest, but through his familiar­
ity W'th condition« in the west arid 
bin d<-sire 
into law
'purpose 
which it 1 
plainly intimated that no measure 
which did not conform to these 
ideas would meet his approval. 
The National Irrigation A««<x-ia- 
tion, through Mr. Maxwell, took 

] the same position and with the ad­
ministration an I association force« 
opposed to the bill as reported, 
there was absolutely no hope <,f its 
being «nacted into law.

There has bee«> no serious obj«c- 
tion on the part of any member b> 
the amendments which are now 
present» 1 to eongr--s. There h.i- 
been a difference of opinion ns to 
the necessity of th»*« amendments, 
and a further difference of opinion 
as to tbe jnri«diction» which should 
be cotiferrei. but all the«*- differ­
ences have been waiv»<i in the gen­
eral deeire to o»e an irrigation 
upon tb» statute bn<>ks at thia 
»ion of congress, arid as the 
now »«and» its chance» for final

DO NOT FENCE THE FEBLIC DOMAIN

Do not fence in public lands, j 
Such is tlie natural inference drawn 
from the recommendation made at 
Spokane recently by a federal jurv 
in tlie case of William Schock et 
al, charged with fencing in the 

. public domain. Judge Hanford 
comme|ided the action of the jury I 
and ordered that a copy of the re­
port be sent to the Secretary of tlie 
Interior.

After discussing the case at bar 
the report says:

From the evidence we are of the 
opinion that enough has been dis­
closed to show that there is a t 
grave evil existing in permitting 
private land owners or corporations | 
to fence and therefore appropriate 
to their own use public lands.] 
Enough has been shown to us to 
lead us to believe the same to he 
an evil, and while in this particu­
lar case we returned “not a true , 
bill,” wo are desirous of using it as 
a basts of recommendation that 
the proper officers of the govern­
ment be respectfully requested to j 
have this matter investigated ami 
take prompt and vigorous action 
to abate such evils of every kind 
and character.

It is our opinion that in the j 
event of a disposition on the part nra 
of the offenders to resist the law i _ 
vigorous criminal projection should 
be instituted. In this particular] 
case we believe that the offenders. *n fongr-
upon notice by the government 
officers of their conduct, did 
promptly tour down their fences ] 
However, this is only one item that 
we have taken under consideration 1 
in not returning a true bill of in 
dictment.

We are further of the opinion 
that the interior department of the 
United States, in looking after the 
public lands in tlie State of Wash 
ington, while having here at tlie 
present time efficient officers whom 
we sincerely commend, should have 
th»ir authority increased in order 
to secure prompt and efficient en­
forcement of the laws relative to 
the public lands.

For some reason we notice that 
the women do not take as kindly to 
the work incident to the care of 
their homes as men do to the work 
of providing for their famlies For 
instance there will be ten times as 
much kicking and jawing about 
washing the dishes and the like 

i among a lot of girl» as there will 
be among hoy.» who have much 
dirtier work to do in caring for the 
stock on the farm or working in a 
shop. Men put more enthtislam 
into their work, no matter if it be 
hard, drudging and in every way 
unpleasant, while so many g od 
women •eetniiigly resent the fate 

'which compel, them to perform 
the drudgery of the home. Why 
cannot women accept their limita­
tions, and invest boinemsking and 
housekeeping with the satn>*enthu­
siasm that men put into their busi­
ness? One reason is that so few 
girls are ever taught how to care 
for a horn, in a businerslik. am) 
nteiigr-rit manner and •<> work all , 
their lives at a disadvantage, doing 
work in the hardest wav and ig­
noring a hundrefi economies and 
methods which would make their! 
work easier and more pleasant We 
wiil put it in this way—the average 
.American girl is allowed too much 
liberty, is not sensibly and practi-. 
cslly trained and is taught that the 
chief end of her existence i. to se­
cure some man who will take care 
of her and provide f r h-r wants 
Reform on these lines is needed 
not only for the sake of the woman 
herself, hut for tbe sake of her has 
band and children —Ex
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i to s*-e a measure enacted 
wh ch would serve the 
of home building, for 

was alone intended, lie

Encouraging reports are 
receive ! from all parts of Oregon 
by the democratic slate central J 
committee, which is located in ' 
Portland, and of which Samuel j 
White is chairman. These reports 
indicate a peculiar political situ­
ation that seems to give promise of 
a democratic victory for a state 
that is nominally 10,000 repub­
lican The reasons why thia state 
of affairs exist are many, but one 

I of them is the excellent state I 
ticket that lias been nominated 
The state convention that assem­
bled in Portland on the 10th and 
lltli of liiis month was a notable 
gathering. It was composed of 
represenlntive citizens, und, al 
though several Contests were waged 
for nominations during its delilicr- 
ations, nt its ndjoiirnmerit not a 
delegate left the hull feeling other 
than confident of success in .June, 
and p. rf- etly satisfied with the 
work the conyerition bail per­
formed.

Tie- contrast was, indeed, most 
marked lietwecn the democratic 
and republican stats conventions. 
The democracy presents an un- 
tiroken front and is daily receiving 
accessions to its ranks That there 
is a eignifle.'int falling off from tlie 
f irmer republican strength is con- 

iceded by the a«tute politicians of 
the state. They differ only in 
their estimates as to its* volume, 

i but there is no concealment among 
them that the pronounced disaf­
fection prevailing threatens most 
■‘»rious ron«e piencvs t > the repub­
lican cause iri Oregon. L>-tter» 
telegrams ami personal calls from 
republican leaders, received at their 

the 
sup- 
citi- 
op-

headquarter*. mdi< at«* tb it 
democratic tiuket will rereivt? 
port tbia year from inti fierit i al 
tens who have heretofore 
puaed it.
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