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From The New Yowrk Weekly
CHAPTER L
It was a cold, frosty afternoon in
December. The sun had just dis-
appeared behind the long, dark
range of mountains, and the day-
light was waning rapidly
Fwo men were tramping along

the hard road, one. whe carried a
gun over hiz shoulder, walking a

1

little in advance of the other, who

looked like a keeper, and who car
ried a game bag. A ] { dogs
followed
I think I am a litt T my shot
Pat,” said the one in front; “I don't
know how e mischie ssedd
that last snips
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The men wa'ked on quietly until
|they gaiuned the high road. About
'a quarter of a mile farther on they
came to the church. The Rectory,
which was close to it, Jooked cozy
in the wintry gloaming; its lower
windows were ablage with light.

Lord Fajgy glanced at bis
watch It was just five o'clock,
very little past tea-time at the Rec-
tory.

“Here, Pat, chuch me over those
snipe; I'll take them in to Mrs
Bradley,” he said. “You needn't
wait; but you can tske my gun.”

Lord Fairley strode up the short

h, and was presently ushered in

pat
the cozy drawing-room, with its
great turf fire, before which Mrs.

Bradley and her two daughters

were seated
“Good evening, Mrs. Bradley!
['ve brvught vou those snipe; but
sm ashamed of their number and
ssge. | shot disgracefully today.”
% it 1s very good of you to
¢ me these!" returned Mrs
Bradler ‘But do sit down and
have some tea! You must be half

By the way, Lord Faisley, vou

?

ance, don’t vou?” asked the
vounger Miss Bradley, after a while

1
i

when the voung man had refreshed
nself with tea and hot cake.
Dance? Yes, rather! But why?
Is any one giving a ball?”
“No, not exactly; but Miss Wyn-

nard was here this afternoon. She
s getting up a kind of dance for a
few of her tenants—those near the

place, vou know—and she wants us

» to amuse them, so we tho't
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score of such gatherings. The con-'
trast to the sedate, well-trained,
Euglish servants and well to-do
Eoglish tenants presented by these
people was very marked.  The girls'

re all decked in their best Sun-
dgy clothes, and nearly every one

Whre a clean apron. The men and

bovs sat round the room on forms, |
knocking their heels against the,
floor and looking decidedly sheep-:
|
i

ish. In a corner a small boy pro-|
duced long-drawn wails and dis- |
cordant shrieks from a fiddle he
was tuning, while Miss Wynnard's
English servants, cook. butler, and |
lady's maid, kept aloof from the
country people as if thev censidered |
themselves an infiiitely superior
race of beings.
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