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“To really get to 30%, 40%, 50% EV's
being sold, you have to appeal to people
that are in that $30,000 to $35,000 price
range; Barra said.

Already the company has pledged to
cut the starting price of the Chevrolet
Bolt small SUV to around $26,000 later
this year. GM plans to roll out a Chevy
Equinox small SUV with 300 miles of
range for around $30,000 in fall 2023.
And on Monday night in California, it
will unveil a larger (and more expensive)
Chevy Blazer SUV that goes on sale next
summer.

They’ll join a couple of gargantuan
Hummer EVs, an upcoming electric
Silverado pickup and a Cadillac luxury
SUV in taking on Tesla. And Barra said
there’s more to come on the way to offer-
ing 30 battery-powered vehicles globally
by 2025. “What we have coming, it’s in
the heart of the market,” she said, with-
out giving details.

The mainstream vehicle is something
Tesla has yet to master. The Model 3 se-
dan, its lowest-priced vehicle, starts at
close to $60,000.

Barra is hoping to keep prices rela-
tively low, banking on chemistry break-
throughs to cut battery costs, offsetting

huge price increases for Lithium and
other key elements that make batteries
work.

Part of the strategy is convincing buy-
ers that an electric vehicle can meet all
their transportation needs. Many EV
owners, she said, also have a gas-pow-
ered auto for longer trips. That's why
the company announced a partnership
to place 2,000 charging stations at up to
500 Pilot Travel centers, spaced 50 miles
apart along interstate travel corridors.
“If the only vehicle you own is going to
be an EV; you have to feel confident of
charging,” Barra said.

GM has a goal of making only electric
passenger vehicles by 2035.

The switch to EVs would be monu-
mental on its own for GM, a company
that has made a living largely on the in-
ternal combustion engine for more than
113 years.

But Barra also has to manage the fi-
nances, keeping the profits flowing from
gasoline vehicles to pay for battery devel-
opment — even though GM can't run its
factories flat-out due to the chip short-
age. And at some point, money from gas

vehicles will decline, so the EV's have to
be profitable almost from the start.

Also, auto prices have risen to an av-
erage of around $45,000, boosting car-
makers’ bottom lines but pushing new
vehicles out of reach of the middle class.
Economists are predicting the Federal
Reserve could add up to a full point to
interest rates, raising the cost of auto
loans. And there’s talk about the U.S.
heading back into recession.

“It’s pretty volatile right now;’ Barra
conceded. “We're looking at many dif-
ferent scenarios as any prudent business
leader would to make sure we're ready
for whatever, however the situation
evolves”

Barra expects parts and chip shortages
will last into next year, with coronavirus
outbreaks continuing to crimp the flow.

Throughout her career, Barra, who
was GMs product planning chief before
becoming CEO in January 2014, has had
to make difficult decisions. To manage
the complexities of her job, she’ll need to
draw on that experience.

“T'm an engineer, so 'm a problem
solver;” she said.

Phone

Continued from A11

Avoiding using your phone’s camera
is a good example, especially for shoot-
ing videos. (People don't think about
it much, but capturing video footage
works many parts of a smartphone at the
same time.)

Avoid using the hot spot

Using your phone as a mobile hotspot
is another common way to heat things
up quickly; 've seen my iPhone offer
up the dreaded temperature warning
on a not-even-that-hot San Francisco
day after pulling hotspot duty. Skip it, if
at all possible. Ditto for graphically rich
games: these can require a lot of oomph
from your phone’s processors, and
avoiding that load will keep your device
cooler for longer.

Power-saving mode

Beyond limiting what you do on your
phone, you can also limit what your
phone is doing on its own. That's where
its low-power or power-saving mode
comes in.

Among other things, Low Power
Mode on an iPhone disables 5G, makes
your device lock faster, dims your screen
and disables some background processes.

Android phones have a similar fea-
ture, and it’s usually called Battery Saver
or Power Saving Mode depending on the
company that built your device.

Avoid the fridge

Smartphones tend to cool off pretty
quickly, and you'll probably have a func-
tioning phone again in just a few min-
utes if you just leave it alone. But if your
phone is overheating right now and you
absolutely have to use it, can you cool it

down with a quick trip to the kitchen?

Maybe, but it comes with some poten-
tial hazards.

“I would not recommend putting a
device into a refrigerator to cool it;” said
Jon-Erik Hylle, a project manager at
iFixit. “Rapid cooling in a moist envi-
ronment could cause condensation and
short the device. Also, going from very
hot to very cold in a short amount of
time creates its own risks.

Grab something cold, like a portable
ice pack, a bag of frozen peas, a Capri
Sun from the fridge, whatever you've got.
Wrap it in a tea towel or a handkerchief,
and place your phone on it for about a
minute, then pop it off again. Repeat un-
til the phone is back to working condi-
tion. With luck, this more gradual kind
of cooling should get your phone up and
running quickly, and with less risk of
condensation-based mishaps.

14,000 of Idahos farmers were
over 65. That was 31% of the
farmers in the state as of 2017.

The census found that 27%
of US. farmers qualify as “new
and beginning producers,’
with 10 or fewer years of expe-
rience in agriculture. Idaho's
rate was much lower, just shy
of 10% of all farmers. Most of
those farmers have operations
that are smaller than average,
both in terms of acres and
value of production, according
to USDA.

Members of the House Ag-
riculture Committee said they
are particularly interested in
whether young, beginning
or underserved farmers have
access to credit, so they can
get started in the high-capital
world of agriculture.

“In any agriculture opera-
tion, one of the most critical
relationships the farmer may
have is with his or her lender.
This is especially true for
young and beginning produc-
ers. Farming is capital inten-
sive,” said Rep. Glenn Thomp-
son of Pennsylvania, the top
Republican on the committee.

“The cost of entry is incred-
ibly high and can act as a bar-
rier to entry for these new ag-
riculturalists trying to start or
grow their farm operations””

Challenge for federal loans

The Agriculture Depart-
ments Farm Services Agency
has an array of different loans
available to farmers, including
one targeted at young and be-
ginning farmers.

But in practice, producers
say the federal loan process
can be laborious, slow and
hard to access.

The struggle to obtain a
loan can be especially acute for
Black farmers, who can face
racism and discrimination in
applying for a loan, accord-

ing to Dania Davy of the Al-

Ranchers Policy Research
Center in East Point, Georgia.

Black farmers have reached
out to her group for help when
the Farm Services Agency
recommended they use their
credit card instead of a federal
loan, or when loan delays put
a generational family farm at
risk.

“As we review the farm bill
and prepare for the scheduled
reauthorization, we must make
use of the opportunity to pre-
vent the looming threat of loss
of Black farms, land and live-
lihoods that has been institu-
tionalized by racially disparate
credit access,” Davy told the
committee.

Davy recommends a more
robust civil rights process at
the local level with farm loan
field agencies.

Julia Asherman, who owns
a small organic farm in Jef-
fersonville, Georgia, was able
to finance her operation with
three different Farm Service
Agency loans. But she said
even her success story high-
lights some roadblocks in the
process. It took two months
for her to get approval for her
loan and there was no option
for pre-approval before she
identified land to purchase. In
a competitive market, a land-
owner would likely move on
to the next bidder rather than
wait that long for a loan.

“Farmers easily lose out on
potential properties by not
being able to act fast, and I've
known several farmers person-
ally who have not been able to
use FSA loans to purchase for
this reason,” Asherman said.

Hearings in Washington this
month to examine farm credit,
crop insurance and forestry
programs. Lawmakers plan
to take their show on the road
in August with field hearings
slated in committee members’
districts across the country.



