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The tweet “electrified and galva-
nized” Trump’s supporters, said Mary-
land Rep. Jamie Raskin, especially
“the dangerous extremists in the Oath
Keepers, the Proud Boys and other
far-right racist and white nationalist
groups spoiling for a fight”

Raskin said Trump emboldened the
groups around a common goal.

“Never before in American history
had a president called for a crowd to
come contest the counting of electoral
votes by Congress,” he said.

An‘unhinged’ meeting

The committee spliced together
video clips from interviews to de-
scribe a meeting from Dec. 18, in the
hours before Trump’s tweet, in almost
minute-to-minute fashion.

Former White House aide Cassidy
Hutchinson, who testified live before
the panel two weeks ago, called the
meeting between White House aides
and informal advisers pushing the
fraud claims “unhinged” in a text that
evening to another Trump aide. Other
aides described “screaming” in the
meeting as the advisers floated wild
theories of election fraud with no evi-
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A tweet from former President Donald Trump is shown as the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S.
Capitol holds a hearing in Washington, D.C. on Tuesday.
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Sierra Dawn McClain/Capital Press file
Bird flu has been found in back-
yard flocks in Oregon and Wash-
ington.

Bird flu

Continued from A1

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture classified the birds as
poultry instead of a backyard
flock because the flock’'s owner
sold eggs to the public, mak-
ing a regional quarantine nec-
essary. Additionally, federal
and international disease con-
trol protocol requires the state
veterinarian to issue a regional
quarantine, the release said.

The quarantine is meant to
prevent affected poultry and
poultry products from mov-
ing outside of the region so
federal officials can make sure
there are no other cases of bird

dence to back them up, and as White Arioter and a former Oath Keeper « Stephen Ayres, who flu. The quarantine also ap-
House lawyers aggressively pushed Two witnesses were in the hearing pleaded guilty in June to plies to importing birds from
back. room for testimony — a rioter who disorderly and disruptive states where a state or federal
The video clips included testimony ~ has pleaded guilty to entering the Cap- conduct in arestricted quarantine is in place.
from lawyer Sidney Powell, whohad ~  itol and a former Oath Keeper who de- building, left, and Jason There is no immediate pub-
pushed some of the wildest theories, scribed his experiences with the group. Van Tatenhove, a former lic health concern, and agri-
including of breached voting ma- Stephen Ayres, who pleaded guilty ally of Oath Keepers culture officials euthanized
chines and hacked thermostats that last month to a misdemeanor count of leader Stewart Rhodes, the birds on the affected prop-
she somehow tied to the false claims disorderly conduct and is scheduled right, are sworn in to tes- erty to prevent spread of the
of fraud. to be sentenced in September, said he tify at the House select disease, the release added.
White House lawyer Eric Her- was in Washington on Jan. 6 at the committee hearing on Four previous cases of
schmann, one of the aides who behest of Trump, and that he left the Tuesday. bird flu in backyard flocks

pushed back, said the theories were
“nuts” and “it got to the point where
the screaming was completely, com-
pletely out there”

The aides described a chaotic six
hours of back and forth, starting with

Capitol when Trump — after several
hours — told them in a tweet to leave.
“Basically we were just following what
the president said,” Ayres said.

He said his arrest less than a month
later “changed my life, not for the bet-

J. Scott Applewhite/AP

were reported in Oregon this
year, with the first being re-
ported May 6, in Linn County.
One additional case in Linn
County and two other cases in
Lane and Polk counties were

Trump talking to a group of the in- ter” and it makes him angry that he acy in the most serious cases the Jus-  dated, that showed that Trump had reported.

formal advisers with no White House ~ hung on Trump’s every word, and tice Department has brought so farin  plans well in advance to tell his sup- To see if your address is
aides present. Both Pat Cipollone- that some people are still doing that. the Jan. 6 attack. porters to march to the Capitol on within the quarantine zone,
and Powell said in interviews that Asked by Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney Jan. 6. The tweet, which was never the Oregon Department of

Cipollone, the White House coun-
sel, rushed in to disrupt the gather-
ing. Powell said sarcastically that she
thought Cipollone set a new “ground
speed record” getting there.

Cipollone, who sat with the com-
mittee for a private interview last week

if he still believes the election was sto-

len, Ayres said, “Not so much now”
Jason Van Tatenhove, a former

ally of Oath Keepers leader Stewart

Rhodes who left the group years be-

fore the insurrection, said the group is

a “violent militia”

Inside the White House

The committee also touched on
what was happening in the White
House as the attack unfolded and af-
terward.

In one text exchange revealed by the
panel, former Trump campaign aide

sent, said “Please arrive early, massive
crowds expected. March to the Capi-
tol after. Stop the Steal!”

The committee also examined
Trump’s speech at the rally that morn-
ing and some of his ad-libs about
Vice President Mike Pence that came

Agriculture provides a map of
the affected area. People may
also enter their addresses us-
ing the online tool to deter-
mine if their properties are in-
cluded in the quarantine zone.
Visit bendbulletin.us/birdflu

after a subpoena, said he didn’t think “I think we need to quit mincing Brad Parscale wrote to aide Katrina later. In the end, he would mention for the map.

the group was giving Trump good ad-  words and just talk about truths and Pierson: “This week I feel guilty for the vice president eight times, telling To report death or illness
vice and said he and the other White ~ what it was going to be was anarmed ~ helping him win,” and “If Iwas Trump ~ the crowd that he hoped Pence would among domestic birds, call the
House lawyers just kept asking them,  revolution,” he said. “I mean, people and knew my rhetoric killed someone”  “do the right thing” and try and block state department of agricul-

“where is the evidence?” But they did
not receive any good answers, he said.

Hours later, at 1:42 a.m., Trump
sent the tweet urging supporters to
come to Washington on Jan. 6.

died that day ... This could have been
the spark that started a new civil war”
Rhodes and other members of the
Oath Keepers, along with another
far-right group, the Proud Boys, have
been charged with seditious conspir-

“It wasn't the rhetoric,” Pierson re-
sponded.

“Katrina,” wrote Parscale, who still
participates in a weekly strategy call
with Trump aides. “Yes it was.”

The panel showed a draft tweet, un-

Biden's certification at the joint ses-
sion of Congress.

Associated Press writers Alanna
Durkin Richer, Michael Kunzelman, Jill
Colvin, Amanda Seitz and Lisa Mas-
caro contributed to this report.

ture at 541-986-4711. For wild

birds call the Oregon Depart-

ment of Fish and Wildlife at

866-968-2600.

u jsiess@bendbulletin.com,
541-617-7820



