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President Joe Biden has nom-

inated Natalie K. Wight, who

LOCAL, STATE & REGION

Biden picks Wight to be
Oregon’s U.S. attorney

torney nominations announced
Monday by the Biden adminis-
tration. The nominations now
go to the Senate Judiciary Com-

is deputy chief of the organized ~ mittee for confirmation.
and violent crime sec- “These individuals
tion of Oregon’s U.S. were chosen for their
Attorney’s office, to devotion to enforcing
serve as the top federal the law, their profes-
prosecutor in the state. sionalism, their expe-
Wight, a 1992 gradu- rience and credentials,
ate of Portland’s Cleve- their dedication to
land High School, has pursuing equal justice
been working in the Wight for all, and their com-
District of Oregon mitment to the inde-

since 2012 and with the U.S. De-

partment of Justice since 2003.
Wight, 47, was selected out

of three finalists chosen from a

pool of seven candidates who
applied for the job.

“We strongly support Presi-
dent Bidens nomination of Na-
talie Wight to be the next U.S.

Attorney for Oregon,” said a joint

statement from Oregon’s U.S.

Sens. Ron Wyden and Jeff Merk-

ley. “She brings an outstanding

pendence of the Department
of Justice,” said a news release
from The White House.

Biden said he expects the
new chief federal law enforce-
ment officers to play key roles
in helping support his effort to
prosecute gun traffickers, put
more police on the street and
bolster community violence
prevention programs.

Wight has supervised and
prosecuted Native American

niting a cigarette pack filled with
explosive material as he was cor-
nered in his car by members of
the FBI-led Joint Terrorism Task
Force. The Oct. 11,2017, blast
blew off two fingers on Schaefer’s
left hand and lett Washington
County Sherift’s Detective Jer-
emy Chedester, a member of the
task force, with vertigo, ringing
in his ear and a concussion.
Before working as a federal
prosecutor in Oregon, she was
an assistant U.S. attorney in the
Northern District of California
from 2008 to 2012. Wight also
was an attorney at the Federal
Bureau of Prisons from 2003 to
2008. She received her law de-
gree from the University of No-
tre Dame Law School in 2003,
masters in science from Califor-
nia State University in 2000, and
bachelors of science degree from
the College of Idaho in 1996.
She also was inducted into
the Portland Interscholastic
League Hall of Fame, after serv-

LOCAL BRIEFING

New principal hired for La Pine Middle School

Bend-La Pine Schools has hired La Pine Middle
School’s new principal, according to a news release issued
Monday.

Brian Barringer, a principal at Big Pic-
ture Learning College and Career Acad-
emy in Denver will serve in the school’s
lead role starting July 1, the news release
said. He follows Principal Matt Mont-
gomery, who has retired.

Superintendent Steven Cook said,
“Barringer has great experience as a
principal at a small school setting and is
known for building strong relationships
with staff, students and the broader community”

Barringer previously served as an assistant principal for
three years, a middle and high school teacher for six years,
and as an athletic director.

Barringer

COVID-19 community levels for Central Oregon

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention moni-
tors community levels of COVID-19 to help communities
decide what prevention steps to take based on the latest
data. Levels can be low, medium or high and are deter-
mined by looking at hospital beds being used, hospital
admissions and the total number of new COVID-19 cases
in an area.

The CDC listed the following levels for Central Oregon:

Deschutes County: Medium

Crook County: Medium

Jefferson County: Low

Precautions the CDC recommends for communities
with low levels:
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