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tonight.

ORE 58 at Willamette Pass: Mostly cloudy
today with a couple of showers.

ORE 138 at Diamond Lake: Mostly cloudy
today with a passing shower or two.

SKI REPORT

In inches as of 5 p.m. yesterday
Ski resort New snow  Base
Anthony Lakes Mtn 0 0-0
Hoodoo Ski Area 2 42-42
Mt. Ashland 0 0-0
Mt. Bachelor 0 28-80
Mt. Hood Meadows 2 108-126
Mt. Hood Ski Bow! 12 33-61
Timberline Lodge 0 124-124
Willamette Pass 0 0-0
Aspen / Snowmass, CO 0 58-81
Mammoth Mtn. Ski, CA 0 41-78
Palisades Tahoe, CA 0 0-82
Park City Mountain, UT 0 40-68
Sun Valley, ID 0 40-62

Source: OnTheSnow.com

National high: 103°
at Santa Ana, CA
National low: -4°
at Gould, CO
Precipitation: 2.64"
at Jacksonville, FL
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Shown are today’s noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
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Amsterdam 52/41/1.38 48/40/c  48/37/sh
Athens 72/55/0.02  71/55/s  71/56/pc
Auckland 68/57/0.00 70/58/pc 71/56/s
Baghdad 91/73/0.00 96/70/c  84/60/pc
Bangkok 91/81/0.00 96/77/pc 98/81/s
Beijing 75/36/0.00 75/46/s  79/50/s
Beirut 70/63/0.00 74/58/pc  70/59/pc
Berlin 56/47/0.35 50/36/c  49/36/sh
Bogota 66/51/0.27 67/50/r  67/50/r
Budapest 64/41/0.00 61/50/c  58/38/r
Buenos Aires 75/64/0.00 73/64/s  75/66/s
Cabo San Lucas 84/60/0.00 85/63/pc 82/60/s
Cairo 100/68/0.00 86/57/s  82/60/s
Calgary 63/27/0.00 67/32/pc  46/25/c
Cancun 88/76/0.00 78/67/t  82/65/pc
Dublin 52/43/0.10  48/30/sh 50/35/pc
Edinburgh 46/37/0.01  50/30/sh 50/31/pc
Geneva 50/47/1.12  54/40/r  48/31/r
Harare 80/63/0.17 76/61/c  71/59/t
Hong Kong 79/69/0.00 79/68/s  79/68/s
Istanbul 68/43/0.13  62/50/pc  67/54/s
Jerusalem 74/52/0.00 74/51/c  71/50/s
Johannesburg ~ 71/45/0.00 69/52/pc  57/51/r
Lima 72/62/0.00 71/62/pc 72/62/c
Lisbon 61/54/0.00 63/57/pc 65/54/sh
London 57/45/0.16  51/36/pc  51/33/pc
Madrid 68/41/0.00 64/47/pc  66/45/sh
Manila 91/77/0.01 92/79t  92/79/pc

Mecca 98/78/0.00 99/69/s  101/71/s
Mexico City 81/57/0.06 75/51/t  76/54/sh
Montreal 46/37/1.59 45/36/c  48/35/c
Moscow 45/27/0.20 55/41/c  53/44/c
Nairobi 82/63/0.00 83/60/c  83/60/c
Nassau 86/75/0.00 84/71/t  82/67/c
New Delhi 104/77/0.00 106/75/pc 108/78/pc
Osaka 70/48/0.01  69/48/pc  73/53/pc
Oslo 39/21/0.04  40/30/pc  46/34/sn
Ottawa 45/37/0.82  49/35/c  48/33/sh
Paris 59/50/0.22 53/38/r  52/33/sh
Rio de Janeiro  81/73/0.00 84/74/pc 84/75/t
Rome 61/45/0.00 65/53/pc  63/45/c
Santiago 86/49/0.00 82/47/s  74/46/s
Sao Paulo 75/63/0.00 83/66/t  81/66/t
Sapporo 46/30/0.08 47/38/r  58/37/pc
Seoul 59/46/0.00 65/50/s  71/50/s
Shanghai 82/58/0.00 80/58/s 81/60/pc
Singapore 82/75/0.13 88/76/t  85/76/t
Stockholm 38/27/0.33  36/25/sn  38/30/sn
Sydney 69/64/0.97  71/65/sh  72/65/sh
Taipei City 77/65/0.01  79/65/pc  82/64/s
Tel Aviv 81/59/0.00 72/62/c  68/58/s
Tokyo 61/54/0.00 66/54/s 68/57/s
Toronto 55/46/0.07 50/37/pc  45/32/r
Vancouver 56/45/0.05 52/40/pc  47/37/pc
Vienna 68/48/0.03 58/47/r  52/37/r
Warsaw 63/41/0.03  51/40/sh 50/35/r

GOLF

Right at home: South Korean Im grabs early Masters lead

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — With all
eyes on Tiger Woods, Sungjae
Im quietly turned in the round
of the day at Augusta National.

Not a surprise, really.

The 24-year-old South Ko-
rean feels right at home.

A runner-up 17 months
ago in his Masters debut, Im
posted a 5-under 67 Thursday
to grab the lead all to himself.

Still a long way to go, but
there’s obviously something
about this course that suits
Im’s game.

“I feel comfortable when
I come to Augusta,” he said
through his translator. “I feel I
can play well here every time”

It must run in the family.

During the par 3 contest on
Wednesday, Jitaek Im served
as his son’s caddie. At the final
hole, Sungjae let his dad take
the tee shot.

Jitaek delivered a wild
swing, almost like he was try-

ing to slug a baseball, but the
ball soared over the water and
settled about 5 feet from the
flag.

“I didn’t expect much,”
Sungjae said. “But once he hit
the shot, it was the most beau-
tiful shot I've seen. It was like a
professional shot””

Im hit a lot of beautiful
shots when it really counted.

He got off to a blazing start,
making birdies at the first
three holes. Another birdie at
No. 7 sent him to the back side
at 4 under.

Im stumbled a bit after the
turn, making back-to-back
bogeys at 10 and 11, but then
he delivered his best shot of
the day at the par-5 No. 13.
From 222 yards, he stuck it 12
feet from the flag and rolled in
the putt for eagle.

Another birdie at the 15th
and a brilliant save from the
bunker at the final hole — he
nearly holed out with his sand
wedge and tapped it for par

— gave him a one-stroke lead
over Cameron Smith, with
Dustin Johnson part of the
group two shots back at 69.

David J. Phillip/AP
Sungjae Im of South Korea watches his shot on the 17th hole during
the first round at the Masters Thursday in Augusta, Georgia.

If that sounds familiar, it
should.

In 2020, Johnson won his
first green jacket with a dom-

inating performance, while
Smith and Im were five shots
back in the runner-up slot at
the first November Masters.

“There is a coincidence
there,” Im said. “It’s pretty cool
to see that were all up there
together”

Im missed the cut at the
2021 Masters with rounds of
77 and 80, and arrived at this
year’s tournament struggling a
bit with his game — especially
off the tee.

“I felt like my driving game
was not as up to par as what it
used to be, so I worked on my
driving)” Im said. “The key to
a successful round was having
good tee shots, so that worked
well today””

Indeed, he was one of the
day’s most accurate drivers,
hitting 12 of 14 fairways. Only
five players ranked above him.

Im said it's important “to
put the shot into spots where
I have a chance to attack the
green.

Tiger

Continued from B3

The swing looked great,
and the limp wasn’t bad. If it
wasn't exactly the Woods of
old, it was a pretty good ap-
proximation.

That was good enough for
the fans. And, judging from
the look on Woods’ face after-
ward, it was more than good
enough for him.

“It's not easy; Woods said.
“People have no idea how
hard its been”

If they wanted an idea, they
might have looked at pic-
tures of his leg after the acci-
dent, which Woods said he
has shown to friends. If they
wanted an idea, he’s happy to
talk about the endless hours
of rehabilitation and prac-
tice that made his storybook
comeback possible.

The greatest player of his
time still believes he can win.
Even better, he believes he can
do it this week, on a bad leg at
the age of 46.

And after all he’s been
through, who's going to tell

him he can’t?

“I can swing a golf club,”
Woods said. “The walking’s
not easy, and it’s difficult. As
I said with all the hard work,
my leg, it's going to be difficult
for the rest of my life. That’s
just the way it is, but 'm able
todoit”

A return to competitive
play after he crashed his SUV
in California always seemed
improbable for Woods, who
many figured would be happy
just to walk again and play
golf with his young son. That
he could do it on a hilly Au-
gusta National course that
is a hard walk for even the
younger players seemed
nearly impossible.

Woods nearly aced the
par-3 sixth hole, and the
roar was deafening around
the course when he made a
30-footer to birdie the 16th.
His opening round was a vic-
tory lap all by itself, and when
he finished by making an
8-footer for par on the final
hole the crowd rose as one to
give him a standing ovation.

Afterward, he was sore and

he was tired. But the adrena-
line was still flowing, and he
sounded like he couldn’t wait
for more.

“T'm going to be sore, yes.
Thats just the way it is,” he
said. “But the training cycles
that we've had to make sure
that I have the stamina to
keep going — and this is only
one round. We've got three
more to go. Theres a long way
to go and a lot of shots to be
played”

Just where Woods finishes
after all those shots are played
probably won't be remem-
bered as much as the fact he
managed to play at all. No one
really expects him to win a
sixth green jacket this week,
though it would seem foolish
to continue to sell him short.

Even his fellow pros cant
take their eyes off him.

“Tactually found myself a
couple of times today, because
we were waiting so much, just
watching. T almost felt like
a patron out there at some
points today;” said Cameron
Smith, who played in the
group ahead of Woods. “You

can’t not watch him; he’s un-
real”

At times it seemed like ev-
eryone at Augusta National
was watching, though for
most it was just a glimpse of
a pink shirt through the fans
crowding the fairways and
greens. Everywhere around
the golf course fans were ask-
ing each other what Woods
was doing and every time
their was a big roar they won-
dered if it was for him.

Woods felt the love and tried

to give them something back.
“T mean, the place was elec-
tric;” he said. “Thadn’t played
like this since 19 when I won
because in 20 we had COVID
and we had no one here, and I

didn’t play last year. So to have

the patrons fully out and to
have that type of energy out
there was awesome to feel”
Awesome for Woods, and
awesome for anyone watch-
ing. Thursday was all about

Woods, and he wasn’t about to

disappoint himself or his mil-
lions of fans.
Yes, it was for only one day.
But what a day it was.

A year ago, Hideki Mat-
suyama became the first golfer
from Japan to win the Masters.

Im doesn’t want to get
ahead of himself, but he
knows that no South Ko-
rean golfer has ever won at
Augusta.

In fact, Y.E. Yang remains
the only male golfer from Im’s
country to capture a major
title, memorably rallying to
beat Woods at the 2009 PGA
Championship.

Woods, who is playing for
the first time since a February
2021 wreck left him with seri-
ous leg injuries, was four shots
behind Im after shooting 71.

Woods' comeback is what
most patrons will remember
from Day 1 of the Masters.

Maybe by Sunday evening,
they’ll be focused on Im.

“We're only one day in,” he
said. “T've got three more days
to play. I just want to keep this
momentum going and try to
finish well this week”
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Tiger Woods waves after his shot on the seventh hole during the first
round at the Masters Thursday in Augusta, Georgia. Woods finished
with a 1-under 71 and was tied for 10th with a large group.



