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Daily Bridge Club

By FRANK STEWART

Tribune Content Agency

This week’s deals have treated
timing the play as declarer: the
simple concept of playing the cards
in the proper order to maximize
your chances. Cover today’s East-
West cards. How will you make four
spades when West leads the king of
hearts and continues with the queen
and jack?

Suppose you ruff and draw the
missing trumps. They break 4-2,
which is to be expected, so you have
none left. Then if you go to dummy’s
ace of clubs and lead the ten of
diamonds to finesse, West wins and
cashes a heart for down one. Nor
can you succeed, as the cards lie, by
finessing in clubs.

PRESERVE TRUMPS

Lead a trump to dummy at Trick
Four and let the ten of diamonds ride.
West takes the queen but can’t hurt
you by leading another heart; you
could ruff in dummy, preserving the
trumps in your hand to draw trumps.

If West shifts to a club, you win,
draw trumps and take your 10 tricks:
five trumps, three diamonds and two
clubs. The idea, as it is in many deals,
is to draw trumps at the proper time.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold: 453 QA 1096
074 &% Q1095 2. Your partner
opens one diamond, you respond one
heart, he bids one spade and you try

Test your timing

INT. Partner bids two spades. What
do you say?

ANSWER: Partner seems to
have five spades and six diamonds,
but since he didn’t jump, minimum
strength. To return to three diamonds,
playing at the longer trump fit, might
be right. I would pass, play at the two
level and not give partner another
chance to bid.
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“Oh, he hasn’t escaped ... he just gets

sudden cravings for

a cheeseburger.”
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