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Travel Stomping crushing equipment, has use
treading to make some small
Continued from A11 Continued from A11 cellar batches, said Clair.
“It's a happy day. Big Apple, here I Foot treading, practiced “It’'s a very traditional tech-
come!” said French entrepreneur Stephane across the world for millen- nique;” she said. “Foot tread-

Le Breton, 45, finally able to book a trip to
New York City that had been put on hold
over the virus restrictions.

The new policy will replace a patchwork
of travel bans first instituted by President
Donald Trump last year and tightened by
President Joe Biden that restrict travel by
noncitizens who have in the prior 14 days
been in the United Kingdom, European
Union, China, India, Iran, Republic of Ire-
land, Brazil or South Africa.

White House COVID-19 coordinator
Jeft Zients announced the new policies,
which still will require all foreign travel-
ers flying to the U.S. to demonstrate proof
of vaccination before boarding, as well as
proof of a negative COVID-19 test taken
within three days of flight. Biden will also
tighten testing rules for unvaccinated
American citizens, who will need to be
tested within a day before returning to the
U.S., as well as after they arrive home.

The tougher rules for unvaccinated
Americans come as the White House
has moved to impose sweeping vaccina-
tion-or-testing requirements affecting as
many as 100 million people in an effort to
encourage holdouts to get shots.

Fully vaccinated passengers will not be
required to quarantine, Zients said.

There will be no immediate change to
U.S. land border policies, which restrict
much cross-border travel with Mexico and
Canada.

The travel bans had become the source
of growing geopolitical frustration, par-
ticularly among allies in the UK. and EU.
The easing comes ahead of Biden meeting
with some European leaders on the mar-
gins of the United Nations General Assem-
bly this week.

“This is based on individuals rather

than a country-based approach, so its a
stronger system,” Zients said.

The EU and UK. had previously moved
to allow vaccinated U.S. travelers in with-
out quarantines, in an effort to boost
business and tourism. But the EU recom-
mended last month that some travel re-
strictions be reimposed on U.S. travelers
to the bloc because of the rampant spread
of the delta variant of the coronavirus in
America.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention will require airlines to collect
contact information from international
travelers to facilitate tracing, Zients said.

It was not immediately clear which vac-
cines would be acceptable under the U.S.
system and whether those unapproved in
the U.S. could be used. Zients said that de-

Andrew Harnik/AP
The Jefferson Memorial is visible behind thousands of white flags on the National Mall as Marine
One lands with President Joe Biden aboard at the White House on Monday. The flags, which num-
ber more than 630,000, are part of Suzanne Brennan Firstenberg’s art installation, “In America:
Remember,’ to honor Americans who have died of COVID-19. The U.S. death toll topped 675,000
Monday, surpassing the number of Americans killed in the 1918-19 Spanish flu pandemic.

cision would be up to the CDC.

Monday’s announcement was met with
applause by the air travel industry, which
has lost significant revenue from declines
in international travel.

Worldwide, air travel is still down more
than half from pre-pandemic levels, and
the decline is much sharper for cross-bor-
der flying. By July, domestic travel had re-
covered to 84% of 2019 numbers, but in-
ternational travel was just 26% of the same
month two years ago, according to figures
this month from the airline industry’s
main global trade group, the International
Air Transport Association.

The numbers are similar but not quite
as stark for the U.S., where international
travel in August was 46% of that in August
2019, according to Airlines for America.

Pfizer

Continued from A11

For elementary school-aged
kids, Pfizer tested a much lower
dose — a third of the amount
that’s in each shot given now.
Yet after their second dose,
children ages 5 to 11 developed
coronavirus-fighting antibody
levels just as strong as teenag-
ers and young adults getting
the regular-strength shots, Dr.
Bill Gruber, a Pfizer senior vice
president, told The Associated
Press.

The kid dosage also proved
safe, with similar or fewer tem-
porary side effects — such as
sore arms, fever or achiness —

that teens experience, he said.

An outside expert said sci-

cleared two of its brands down

“I think we really hit the entists want to see more details  to age 3.
sweet spot,” said Gruber, whos  but called the report encour- While kids are at lower risk
also a pediatrician. aging. of severe illness or death than
Gruber said the companies “These topline results are older people, more than 5 mil-
aim to apply to the Food and very good news,” said Dr. Jesse  lion children in the U.S. have
Drug Administration by the Goodman of Georgetown Uni-  tested positive for COVID-19
end of the month for emer- versity, a former FDA vaccine  since the pandemic began and

gency use in this age group, fol-
lowed shortly afterward with
applications to European and

chief. The level of immune
response Pfizer reported “ap-
pears likely to be protective”

British regulators. Many Western countries so
Earlier this month, FDA chief  far have vaccinated no children
Dr. Peter Marks told the AP younger than age 12, awaiting

that once Pfizer turns over its
study results, his agency would
evaluate the data “hopefully in
a matter of weeks” to decide if
the shots are safe and effective
enough for younger kids.

evidence of what’s the right
dose and that it works safely.
Cuba last week began immu-
nizing children as young as 2
with its homegrown vaccines
and Chinese regulators have

at least 460 have died, accord-
ing to the American Academy
of Pediatrics. Cases in children
have risen as the delta variant
swept through the country.

“I feel a great sense of ur-
gency” in making the vaccine
available to children under 12,
Gruber said. “There’s pent-up
demand for parents to be able
to have their children returned
to a normal life”

nia, went out of vogue when
modern technology arrived.
Increasingly, however, more
winemakers looking to his-
tory for inspiration are adopt-
ing treading as part of their
process.

“Foot treading and punch-
downs in general lost pop-
ularity for a while, but they
started coming back in the
sixties and seventies, and now
we're seeing more of a resur-
gence;” said Alex Fullerton,
an Oregon winemaker who
uses foot treading in some of
his whole cluster batches.

Fullerton said treading
some grape varieties with
stems still attached can add
herbaceous, floral and even
cinnamon-like flavors.

Fullerton isn't alone. Doz-
ens of wineries across the
West employ foot treading,
including Left Bend Win-
ery in Los Gatos, California,
Thacher Winery and Vine-
yard in Paso Robles, Califor-
nia, and Troon Vineyard in
Grants Pass.

Even Willamette Valley
Vineyards, though relying al-
most exclusively on modern

ing can be a nice, gentle pro-
cess”

Proponents say the gen-
tler method more slowly and
thoroughly mingles the stems
and skins with the fruit’s in-
terior, resulting in wine with
more spice, subtle flavors and
desired texture.

Treading by foot also helps
prevent seed breakage and
gives winemakers more con-
trol over tannin levels, com-
pounds that exist in skins,
seeds and stems.

But what about dirty feet?
Many modern wineries have
moved away from foot tread-
ing precisely because the
idea makes some consumers
squeamish.

Advocates, however, say
there’s no reason for concern.
Stompers typically work in-
doors using iodized water or
other cleaning solutions on
skin. Some even use sanitized
boots instead of bare feet.
The fermentation process
also eliminates pathogens.

Anyone who wants to ex-
perience this old-world tradi-
tion can do so at Willamette
Valley Vineyards, said Clair.

Jobs

flat all year. The job vacancy
data tells us that’s not because

Continued from A11 the field has stopped hiring
Health care and hospital- — instead, the issue seems
ity had the most openings to be that health care em-
in the spring of any sectors, ployers simply can't fill their
according to Anna Johnson open positions with qualified
with the employment depart- ~ workers.
ment, each report- The job short-
ing around 20,000. ages have squeezed
T}%at exacerbated 4.9% aigl kinds of%m-
the labor squeeze Oregon's ployers, limiting
by amping up com- unemp?oymen ¢ hospital capacity,
petition for workers rate in August prompting restau-
within those indus- suggesting a tig'ht rants to close early
tries. job market and constraining
Oregons jobless electronics pro-
rate continued to duction, Oregon’s
fall over the summer, drop- largest export. The upside,
ping to 4.9% in August, sug-  for workers, is that the labor
gesting that the job market squeeze is prompting em-
remains tight. ployers to pay more.
Updated job vacancy data Oregon's average pri-

won't be available until Oc-
tober, but last month’s job
figures suggest that health
care employment has been

vate-sector wage in August
was $30.48 an hour, up 10.1%
from February 2020, the last
month before the pandemic.



