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“The inspiration is about being subtle to 
allow nature to grab hold of the wort and 
inspire us,” said brewmaster Larry Sidor via 
email. “Because it is an Oregon beer, the malt 
was sourced from La Grande and Klamath 
Falls with some unmalted wheat from Mal-
pass Farms in the Willamette Valley. Thus, it 
was inspired to be in harmony with Oregon 
and Whychus Creek specifically.”

Crux’s Experimental IPA is the fourth 
beer to utilize the brewery’s mobile cool-
ship. The previous three beers were part 
of its Gypsy Coolship series, rustic, farm-
house-inspired wild ales fermented with the 
native flora present in different locations 
around Central Oregon. The brewery pre-
viously partnered with the Deschutes Land 
Trust on one of these (Gypsy Coolship No. 
2), so it was a natural pairing once again for 
“The Oregon I Am.”

“We partnered with Crux on the coolship 
at the Metolius Preserve,” said Sarah Mowry, 
Outreach Director for the Land Trust. 
“We partnered with COLT to include our 
publicly accessible properties on the map. 
For the brewing, the Crux crew wanted to 
try out Whychus Creek and Camp Polk 
Meadow so that’s where we ended (up).”

According to Sidor, the brew at Whychus 
Creek was a successful one, with fermen-
tation starting before getting the beer and 
coolship back to the brewery. Even so, he 
chose to fast-track the process with Norwe-
gian kveik yeast.

“Usually with coolship projects, we sched-
ule a year for the beer to come into its own,” 
he said. “With The Oregon I Am beer, that 
option was not available to us. Thus, we 
chose to finish it with the kveik yeast after it 
had been inoculated.”

The beer wasn’t yet available for tasting 
at the time of this writing, but Sidor offered 
hints, noting samples taste “Wonderful, a bit 
of sour, earthy, quite a few esters from the 
kveik yeast, layered with some juniper notes. 
Overall, a light refreshing beer that begs for 
more protection of Whychus Creek.”

On June 25, COLT is hosting a free, state-
wide virtual happy hour via Zoom featuring 
the beers from all eight partner breweries: 
Crux, Ferment Brewing Company, Little 
Beast Brewing, Ninkasi Brewing Company, 
Oakshire Brewing, Terminal Gravity Brew-
ing, Von Ebert Brewing, and Wolves & Peo-
ple Farmhouse Brewery. This virtual release 
party is open to the public and will include 
brewers and land trusts chatting about the 
project and the beers. You can register for 
this event at www.theoregoniam.org.

Be sure to pick up Crux’s The Oregon I 
Am Experimental IPA and taste a bit of the 
Whychus Creek terroir. You can also visit 
the Camp Polk Meadow Preserve and other 
places in person with the COLT project 
map, which is available for free with regis-
tration at The Oregon I Am website.
 Jon Abernathy is a beer writer and blogger and launched 

The Brew Site (www.thebrewsite.com) in 2004. He can be 

reached at jon@thebrewsite.com.

BREWERIES

• 10 Barrel Brewing Company — 
Eastside: 62950 NE 18th St., Bend; 541-
241-7733 or 10barrel.com

• 10 Barrel Brewing Company — 
Westside: 1135 NW Galveston Ave., 
Bend; 541-678-5228 or 10barrel.com

• The Ale Apothecary Tasting Room:
30 SW Century Drive, Suite 140, Bend; 
541-797-6265 or thealeapothecary.
com

• Bend Brewing Company: 1019 
NW Brooks St., Bend; 541-383-1599 or 
bendbrewingco.com

• Bevel Craft Brewing: 911 SE Armour 
Road, Suite B, Bend; 541-972-3835 or 
bevelbeer.com

• Boneyard Beer Company: 1955 
NE Division St., Bend; 541-241-7184 or 
boneyardbeer.com

• Boss Rambler Beer Club: 1009 NW 
Galveston Ave., Bend; bossrambler.
com

• Bridge 99 Brewery: 63063 Layton 
Ave., Bend; 541-280-1690 or bridge-
99brewery.com

• Cascade Lakes Brewing Company:
1441 SW Chandler Ave., Bend; 541-388-

4998 or cascadelakes.com

• Cascade Lakes Brewing Company 
— 7th Street Brew House: 855 SW 
Seventh St., Redmond; 541-923-1795 or 
cascadelakes.com

• Craft Kitchen and Brewery: 62988 
Layton Ave.,Suite 103, Bend; 541-668-
1766 or craftkitchenandbrewery.com

• Crux Fermentation Project: 50 SW 
Division St., Bend; 541-385-3333 or 
cruxfermentation.com

• Deschutes Brewery and Public 
House: 1044 NW Bond St., Bend; 541-
382-9242 or deschutesbrewery.com

• Deschutes Brewery and Taproom:
901 SW Simpson Ave., Bend; 541-385-
8606 or deschutesbrewery.com

• GoodLife Brewing Company: 70 
SW Century Drive, Bend; 541-728-0749 
or goodlifebrewing.com

• Kobold Brewing: 245 SW Sixth St., 
Redmond; 541-504-9373 or kobold-
brewing.com

• Immersion Brewing: 550 SW In-
dustrial Way, Suite 185, Bend; 541-633-
7821 or imbrewing.com

• Initiative Brewing: 424 NW Fifth St., 
Redmond; initiativebrew.com

• Madras Brewing: 212 SW Fourth St., 
Suite 104, Madras; 541-475-4546 or 
madrasbrewing.com

• McMenamins Old St. Francis 
School: 700 NW Bond St., Bend; 541-
382-5174 or mcmenamins.com

• Monkless Belgian Ales: 803 SW In-
dustrial Way, Bend; 541-797-6760 or 
monkless.com

• Oblivion Brewing Company: 63027 
Plateau Drive, Suite 4, Bend; 541-241-
2733 or oblivionbrewingco.com

• Porter Brewing Company: 611 NE 
Jackpine Court, Suite 2, Redmond; 541-
504-7959 or porterbrewingco.com

• Silver Moon Brewing: 24 NW Green-
wood Ave., Bend; 541-388-8331 or sil-
vermoonbrewing.com

• Spider City Brewing Tap Room:
1177 SE Ninth St., Bend; spidercity-
brewing.com

• Spider City Brewing Tasting 
Room: 55 NW Minnesota Ave., Bend; 
spidercitybrewing.com

• Sunriver Brewing Company: 57100 
Beaver Drive, Sunriver; 541-593-3007 or 
sunriverbrewing.com

• Sunriver Brewing Company – Gal-

veston Pub: 1005 NW Galveston Ave., 
Bend; 541-408-9377 or sunriverbrew-
ing.com

• Three Creeks Brewing: 721 Des-
perado Court, Sisters; 541-549-1963 or 
threecreeksbrewing.com

• Wild Ride Brewing: 332 SW Fifth St., 
Redmond; 541-516-8544 or wildride-
brew.com

• Worthy Brewing: 495 NE Bellevue 
Drive, Bend; 541-639-4776 or worthy-
brewing.com

CIDERIES

• AVID Cider Company: 550 SW In-
dustrial Way, Suite 190, Bend; 541-633-
7757 or avidcider.com

• Bend Cider Co.: 64649 Wharton 
Ave., Tumalo; 541-410-0639 or bend-
cider.com

• Legend Cider Company: 52670 U.S. 
Highway 97, La Pine; 503-893-5853 leg-
endcider.com

• Tumalo Cider Company: 64654 
Cook Ave., Bend; 541-797-0308 or tum-
alocider.com

DISTILLERIES

• BackDrop Distilling: 70 SW Century 

Drive, Bend; 541-728-0860 or back-
dropdistilling.com

• Badlands Artisan Distillery: 16868 
Finley Butte Road, La Pine; badistillery.
com.

• Bendistillery Inc.(Crater Lake Spir-
its): 19330 Pinehurst Road, Bend; 541-
318-0200 or craterlakespirits.com

• Bendistillery Inc.(Crater Lake Spir-
its) – Downtown: 1024 NW Bond St., 
Suite 102, Bend; craterlakespirits.com

• Cascade Alchemy Distillery: 20585 
Brinson Blvd., No. 5, Bend; 541-647-
4363 or cascadealchemy.com

• Cascade Street Distillery: 261 W. 
Cascade Ave., Sisters; 541-549-1082 or 
cascadestreetdistillery.com

• Foundry Four Spirits: 129 NW 
Fourth St., Prineville; foundry-four.com

• Gompers Distillery: 611 NE Jack-
pine Court, Redmond; 541-588-2825 or 
gompersdistillery.com

• New Basin Distilling Company:
2063 NW Andrews Drive, Madras; 541-
980-4595 or newbasin.com

• Oregon Spirit Distillers: 740 NE First 
St., Bend; 541-382-0002 or oregonspir-
itdistillers.com 
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MORE DRINKS

LES NEWMAN’S

QUALITY OUTDOOR WEAR
On NE Franklin Avenue across from Les Schwab 

541-318-4868


