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Speaker removes Witt from committees after deadlock

Removal was related to text messages sent
to Rep. Vikki Breese Iverson of Prineville

BY PETER WONG
Oregon Capital Bureau

State Rep. Brad Witt has
been removed from three Or-
egon House committees on
which he had common mem-
bership with state Rep. Vikki
Breese Iverson after she filed a

complaint about text messages

between them.
House Speaker Tina Kotek,

D-Portland, announced the ac-

tion Monday after the House
Committee on Conduct dead-
locked on proposed disci-
plinary actions against Witt.
The committee, split between

two Democrats and two Re-
publicans, concluded last week
that Witt violated a legislative
rule against creating a hostile
work environment with the
text messages.

Under House rules, the
speaker has the authority to
name, remove and reassign
members and leaders of most
committees.

Witt, 68, is a nine-term
Democrat from Clatskanie
who represents parts of Clat-
sop, Columbia and Washing-
ton counties that are within
District 31. Breese Iverson,
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Pedestrian killed in Bend

A pedestrian was hit by a ve-

hicle and killed Monday night
in Bend.

Police have not released
much information about the

fatal incident, which took place
around 11:22 p.m. near NE
Third Street and Mervin Sam-
ples Road.
More will released later,
Bend Police said in a statement.
— Bulletin staffreport
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46, was initially ap-
pointed in 2019 to
the District 55 seat
vacated by Mike Mc-
Lane, who became a
circuit judge. She was
elected to a full term
in 2020. She owns a
real estate business in
Prineville. District 55 covers
Crook County, plus parts of
Deschutes, Jackson, Klamath
and Lake counties.

Witt already had yielded his
leadership of the House Agri-
culture and Natural Resources
Committee after Breese Iver-
son filed her complaint. Rep.
Zach Hudson, a first-term
Democrat from Troutdale,
now leads the committee.

Witt
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Kotek removed
Witt from that com-
mittee, plus the
Business and Labor
Committee and the
Water Committee.
She appointed him
to the Economic Re-
covery and Prosper-
ity Committee and the Gen-
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eral Government Committee;
Breese Iverson sits on neither
panel.

As a practical matter, with
the 2021 Legislature scheduled
to end its session on June 27,
most committees are no lon-
ger hearing bills or acting on

them.
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