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coverstory

BY JAY BOBBIN

i Pam Dawber is now
OIS Mark Harmon's leading
lady on and oft ‘NCIS’

It’s taken a very long time, but Pam who would direct the first of her episodes.
Dawber finally is working with her husband. “He said, “You know everybody here. We
He happens to be the star and an love you. Il be safe. Il be fun.” I ended
executive producer of one of the world’s up going upstairs and putting on my
most popular television series: Mark meditation tape, and I breathed and I cried.
Harmon, who welcomes his “Mork & And T decided to do it.”
Mindy”-alum spouse to her third of four Even then, Dawber admits, she had her
scheduled guest appearances on CBS’ doubts about proceeding. “I thought, “What
“NCIS” Tuesday, May 18. She continues if I can’t remember my lines? What if I look
to play Marcie Warren, an investigative like everybody’s grandma?” And then, this

reporter whose professional determination ~ was my twisted internal dialogue: “What

Mark Harmon stars both intrigues and frustrates current Naval ~ will make you feel worse, chickening out, or

in “NCIS” Tuesday Criminalh Investigative Service exile Leroy going fo)rwarsi and. being scared but agreeing
Jethro Gibbs (Harmon). In the newest to do it Chickening out really would have
on CBS. : , Sy e . p
episode, they're led by Marcie’s friend’s made me unhappy with myself, so I did it,
murder to a serial killer. and we just had a blast.”
“I blew my own mind,” the ever-friendly Though they've been married for 34 years

Dawber laughs about deciding to take the ~ and have two sons, Dawber allows that
“NCIS” part. “T certainly was not shopping  she was “a little nervous” about working

to go back on television, and Mark didn’t with Harmon. “I love to hear about his
even tell me this was going to come my way  day, not be in his day, and he likes to come
until I suddenly got a call from my agent. home and separate himself from the studio.
I'm usually like, ‘Harry, leave me alone! I He’s so supportive of me, and he was just
don’t want to do this anymore!’ Then, Mark  wonderful. We had a really good time doing
told me theyd created this character, and this.”
they were naming all these actresses they Dawber also appears in the May 25
could go to. And he said, “What you're “NCIS” season finale, and while the show
looking for is my wife.” ” has been renewed for its 19th year, there’s
Dawber notes that she had turned down  no guarantee she'll return for that — and she
previous “NCIS” offers “for just various maintains she’s perfectly fine either way that
reasons,” but this one was clinched by a goes. “You know,” she concludes, “I'm just
call from “NCIS” co-star Rocky Carroll, not going down that road at all.”
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