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Space falin pronmana, 8t B e 2o Seed About half of all K-31 grass
; seed comes from Missouri,
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Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic aims
to kick off tourist flights next year, just
as soon as he straps into his space-skim-
ming, plane-launched rocket ship for a
test run from the New Mexico base.

And Elon MusK’s SpaceX will launch a
billionaire and his sweepstakes winners
in September. That will be followed by a
flight by three businessmen to the Inter-
national Space Station in January.

“We've always enjoyed this incredible
thing called space, but we always want
more people to be able to experience it as

Investigators later deter-
mined the company mislabeled
161 seed lots as K-31, totaling
207 infractions. Each lot equals
up to 55,000 pounds of seed.

False labeling is a violation
of both the Federal Seed Act
and Oregon seed laws, regulat-
ing the sale and commerce of
agricultural seed crops.

“It’s all about consumer pro-
tection,” said Elizabeth Savory,
Seed Regulatory Program man-

half is grown in Oregon. In
2017, Missouri experienced
a record-low harvest caused
by several years of difficult
weather. The shortage led to a
spike in demand and prices.
The state began an industry-
wide investigation in 2018 at
the request of the Oregon Seed
Association to root out bad
actors misrepresenting K-31
seed, based on anomalies in
the market.

well,” NASA astronaut Shane Kimbrough ager at the Oregon Department The violations allegedly
said from the space station May 5. “So I of Agriculture. “You want to committed by Dynamic Seed
think this is a great step in the right di- make sure what's on the label, Source and Abbott occurred
rection” that’s the seed they’re getting?” between 2016 and 2018. Un-

It’s all rooted in Shepard’s 15-minute Savory made the compari- der the terms of the settlement
flight on May 5, 1961. son to someone buying a bag reached May 6, Abbott and

. Maxim Marmur/AP file of M&Ms, only to open the bag  the company neither admit

Secondin space Reporters and officials at the Mission Control Center outside Moscow watch space tourist and find out there were Skittles  nor deny any wrongdoing, but

Shepard was actually the second person
in space — the Soviet Union launched cos-
monaut Yuri Gagarin three weeks earlier,
to Shepard’s everlasting dismay.

Dennis Tito, a California businessman, speaking from inside the International Space Station in
May 2001. Russian cosmonauts Yuri Baturin, left on the screen, and Talgat Musabayev, right,
listen. Tito paid $20 million to visit the space station.

inside — they’re both round
candy, she said, but not the
same thing and not what the
person thought he was buying.

agreed to pay the combined
$300,000 in fines and a one-
year license suspension.

In a statement, Abbott and

The 37-year-old Mercury astronaut space person,” NASAs human spaceflight ~ he wonders whether there will be much K-31 is sought after for its Dynamic Seed Source said
and Navy test pilot cut a slick sci-fi figure  chief, Kathy Lueders said following the interest once the novelty wears off and the heat and drought tolerance, ODASs case was “unnecessary,
in his silver spacesuit as he stood in the recent splashdown of a SpaceX capsule inevitable fatalities occur. low maintenance and durabil-  and they were always willing
pre-dawn darkness at Cape Canaveral, with four astronauts. “Were very excited Then there’s the high price of admission. ity, fetching a premium price to prepare their labels per the
looking up at his Redstone rocket. Im- to see it starting to take off” The U.S., Canadian and Israeli entre- for growers. state’s specifications.

patient with all the delays, including an-
other hold in the countdown just minutes
before launch, he famously growled into
his mic: “Why don't you fix your little
problem and light this candle?”

His capsule, Freedom 7, soared to an
altitude of 116 miles before parachuting
into the Atlantic.

Twenty days later, President John E.
Kennedy committed to landing a man on
the moon and returning him safely by de-
cade’s end, a promise made good in July
1969 by Apollo 11’s Neil Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin.

Shepard, who died in 1998, went on to
command Apollo 14 in 1971, becoming
the fifth moonwalker — and lone lunar
golfer.

Following in his footsteps

Twenty years ago, NASA clashed with
Russian space officials over the flight of
the world’s first space tourist.

California businessman Dennis Tito
paid $20 million to visit the space station,
launching atop a Russian rocket. Virgin-
ia-based Space Adventures arranged Ti-
tos weeklong trip, which ended May 6,
2001, as well as seven more tourist flights
that followed.

“By opening up his checkbook, he
kicked off an industry 20 yrs ago,” Space
Adventures co-founder Eric Anderson
tweeted last week. “Space is opening up
more than it ever has, and for all”

There’s already a line.

A Russian actress and movie director
are supposed to launch from Kazakhstan
in the fall. They’ll be followed in Decem-
ber by Space Adventures’ two newest cli-

preneurs flying SpaceX early next year are
paying $55 million — each — for their
1Y2-week mission.

Virgin Galactic’s tickets cost consider-
ably less for minutes versus days of weight-
lessness. Initially $250,000, the price is ex-
pected to go up once Branson’s company
starts accepting reservations again.

Blue Origin declined to give a ticket
price for future sales and would not com-
ment on who else — besides the auction
winner — will be on board the capsule in
July. A couple more crew flights, each last-
ing minutes, would follow by year’s end.

As for SpaceX’s private flight on a fully
automated Dragon capsule, tech entre-
preneur Jared Isaacman won't say what
he’s paying. He considers his three-day
flight a “great responsibility” and is taking
no shortcuts in training; he took his crew-

Rent

Continued from A11

Congress also passed two
rounds of federal assistance
for renters, the latest round
approved in March. Oregon’s
senators announced May 10
that the state will be in line for
$222.5 million from President
Joe Biden’s pandemic recov-
ery plan, which became law in
March.

Among other provisions of
SB 282, which was brokered by
Sen. Kayse Jama, D-Portland,

tenants for doubling-up/occu-
pancy limits that are narrower
than current law, during the
COVID period when people
have had to share housing due
to the pandemic and wildfires.

o Increased damages would
remain in effect temporarily for
retaliation violations by land-
lords during the COVID era.

All of the votes against the
final version were cast by Re-
publicans, although three Re-
publicans joined Democrats to
vote for it.

“This bill has another side

Since Gagarin and Shepard’s pioneer- ents, also Jaunching on a Russian Soyuz mates hiking up Mount Rainier recently with tenant and landlord ad- that has not been given any
ing flights, 579 people have rocketed into  rocket. SpaceX will be next up in January ~ to toughen them up. vocates: consideration,” Rep. Kim Wal-
space or reached its fringes, according with the three businessmen; the flight “If something does go wrong, it will o Potential landlords would ~ lan, R-Medford, said.
to NASA. Nearly two-thirds are Ameri- from Floridas Kennedy Space Center was  set back every other person’s ambition to be barred from screening out A move by Republicans to
can and just over 20% Soviet or Russian. ~ arranged by Axiom Space, a Houston go and become a commercial astronaut,’ applicants based on COVID- send the bill back to committee
About 90% are male and most are white, ~ company run by former NASA employ- Isaacman said. era evictions. The bill would al-  failed on a party-line vote.
although NASASs crews have been more ees. And as early as 2023, SpaceX is sup- John Logsdon, professor emeritus at low sealing of evictions during Rep. Jack Zika of Redmond,

diverse in recent decades.

A Black community college educa-
tor from Tempe, Arizona, sees her spot
on SpaceX’s upcoming private flight as a
symbol. Sian Proctor uses the acronym
J.E.D.I for “a just, equitable, diverse and

posed to take a Japanese entrepreneur and
his guests around the moon and back.
The cost

While no fan of human spaceflight —
he prefers robotic explorers — Duke Uni-

George Washington University, where he
founded the Space Policy Institute, has
mixed feelings about this shift from space
exploration to adventure tourism.

“It takes the romance and excitement
out of going to space;,” Logsdon said in an

COVID from a tenant’s record.
» Credit history reports would
be barred on any late payments
during the moratorium. Land-
lords would be barred from
screening out tenants based on

said he sought an amendment
that would have allowed land-
lords to check some tenant re-
cords unrelated to finances. He
said his intent was not to block
the bill itself, and that he felt an

inclusive space” versity emeritus history professor Alex email this week. Instead of the dawn of a nonpayment of past-due rents agreement was close.
NASA wasn't always on board with Roland acknowledges the emergence of new era like so many have proclaimed, it’s during the eviction moratorium “Nobody wants to see any-
space tourism but is today. spaceflight companies might be “the most ~ “more like the end of the era when space and grace period. body evicted,” he said.

“Our goal is one day that everyone’s a

significant change in the last 60 years.” Yet

flight was special. I guess that is progress”

« Landlords could not evict

m pwong@pamplinmedia.com



