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Diner
El ‘ Continued from A1
i ‘ ) Degree has 30 days to ap-

peal the citation. She believes
she was properly adhering to
U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention rules and
regulations for businesses that
were permitted to be open at
the time.

“We felt that we were follow-
ing all the CDC guidelines of
social distancing, face masks,
sanitation as all businesses that
were open,” said Degree by
phone. “We felt we were enti-
tled to those same parameters.
We took the safety of our em-
ployees to the highest priority,
and the records will show that

Scenes from the HBO documentary “Our Towns”: An aerial view of Bend and the Old Mill District; Sky Sharp, of Bend. submitted photos/HBO

Towns

Continued from A1

career. In the film, they interview Jesse
Thomas, CEO of Picky Bars, an energy
bar company, who explains how peo-

pandemic had affected the towns.
Footage they took of rock climbers
in the Bend Rock Gym seemed out of

States, it made the film more relatable,
Jordan said.
“Because the entire country was now

no employee tested positive for
COVID?

Ascher and Jordan, who created the ple want the lifestyle in Bend even if date, since the gym had closed during ~ having a huge setback as many of the Oregon OSHA conducted
1996 Oscar-nominated documentary work comes secondary. the pandemic. towns had, it was a great map forward,’ inspections of both sites fol-
“Troublesome Creek: A Midwestern,” “People will actually do jobs that Initially, the filmmakers highlighted  Jordan said. “This turned out to be for lowing complaints by the
spent the past three years visiting and maybe aren't their life plan, but thisis  the popularity of remote work in Bend.  everyone” public. The restaurants, op-
researching several cities across the a time in their life where they want to It was a novelty until the pandemic After 100 days of filming and a year erating under the legal name

United States for “Our Towns.”
The film, which is based off of a
bestselling book, features San Ber-

be able to ski and do everything you
can do in Bend,” Jordan said. “That
was pretty fascinating to see that and

caused people across the country to
work from home, Ascher said.
“Back when we were first mak-

editing the documentary, Ascher and
Jordan are happy with the final product.
The film will debut at 6 p.m. Tues-

of BuccNDulge Inc., allowed
indoor dining on or around
Jan. 13 and continued through

nardino, California; Sioux Falls, South  to see a whole culture that was like ing the film, we felt we had to explain day on HBO and HBO Max. Feb. 11, according to an OSHA
Dakota; Columbus, Mississippi; East- that” how remote work works,” Ascher said. “The two of us just really worked to statement.

port, Maine; Charleston, West Vir- Ascher and Jordan finished filming ~ “Now during the pandemic era every-  make it be everything we hoped it would Degree told OSHA inspec-
ginia; and Bend. in October 2019, just months before one is doing remote work. You don’t beand it is; Jordan said. “We really feel tors that she was aware of

The filmmakers were struck with
how many people came to Bend for
the outdoor lifestyle rather than for a

the COVID-19 pandemic began. They
had to rethink the film during the ed-
iting process to account for how the

need to explain it”
Since the pandemic has been a
burden for every town in the United

so grateful to all the towns and to the
way it's come out”
W Reporter: 541-617-7820, kspurr@bendbulletin.com

Teachers
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“The majority of our teachers are re-
ally excited to be back with students;’
Barclay said. “That’s where they do
their best work. That's where students
learn the most”

The unusual hybrid schedule for
Redmond and Ridgeview high schools
— two half-days, four days a week
— has particularly been a pain for
teachers at those schools, said Brana-
ugh, who teaches social studies at Rid-
geview High.

“The consistency of a schedule that
they’re used to, where they’re here four
days a week full time, I think will be
good,” he said.

In Bend-La Pine, all grades returned
to a full-time in-person school sched-
ule on Monday. Redmond schools will
do the same on April 19.

Although teachers appreciate
Bend-La Pine actually enforcing
COVID-19 mitigation rules like mask
wearing and social distancing, they
don't appreciate having to be the ones

to make sure students follow those
rules, Barclay said. If’s also nearly im-
possible, particularly at the larger high
schools, to enforce distancing rules in
cramped hallways, she said.

“When you talk about a high school
with 1,500 to 2,000 students, and 75
teachers, there’s not enough people to
make sure (rules) are being followed
all the time,” Barclay said. “Educators
are spending their whole time being
the enforcement police, rather than be-
ing able to have time with students be-
tween classes, or have a break or go to
the bathroom?”

Dave McKae, a math teacher at Cas-
cade Middle School, said Bend-La Pine
Schools’ transparency on COVID-19
cases in schools — and the small num-
ber of cases since schools reopened
— has reassured him about teaching
in-person.

“Seeing how limited that has been
has definitely made everyone feel a
little more comfortable,” McKae said.
“We're not seeing evidence of trans-
mission at school, between students or
staff members”

Not counting a February outbreak
of Summit High School students —
allegedly caused by a maskless party
outside school — Bend-La Pine
Schools has had 17 mini-outbreaks of
COVID-19 in 2021, with 18 students
and five school staffers testing positive,
according to Oregon Health Author-
ity data. Redmond has had four small
school outbreaks, with three students
and one staffer testing positive.

The vast majority of these school-re-
ported outbreaks only resulted in one
student or staffer testing positive, ac-
cording to state data.

Nationally, many teachers are also
feeling more comfortable returning to
their classrooms.

The American Federation of Teach-
ers — a national union primarily rep-
resenting educators with about 1.7
million members — conducted a na-
tionwide survey of 1,702 members in
late March and early April about re-
turning to school.

Eighty percent of K-12 teachers said
they were already vaccinated, and an-
other 6% said they planned to get vac-

cinated, according to the survey.

Only 11% of K-12 school staff sur-
veyed said their school district went
too far in returning to in-person
school.

Due mostly to the wide availability
of vaccines for educators — along with
rapid COVID-19 testing, enforced
mask wearing and social distancing —
many teachers nationwide feel more
comfortable returning to in-person
school, said Randi Weingarten, pres-
ident of the American Federation of
Teachers.

“The vaccines have been a real game
changer,” Weingarten told The Bulletin.
“The fact that educators have rolled up
their sleeves, both to get the shot ... and
to make sure they’re meeting the needs
of students, is pretty incredible”

Teachers in Oregon are mainly rep-
resented by the other major nation-
wide teachers union, the National
Education Association, but unionized
Oregon school support staff are mem-
bers of the American Federation of
Teachers, Weingarten said.

W Reporter: 541-617-7854, jhogan@bendbulletin.com

the restrictions. Each diner
was given a $17,800 fine. The
amount is twice the minimum
penalty for willful violations.
“Most employers continue to
follow worker health and safety
standards as part of our ongoing
work to defeat this disease, and
we continue to make progress,’
OSHA Administrator Michael
Wood said in a press release.
“Unfortunately some em-
ployers are choosing to defy
standards and to put their
workers at risk;” Wood said.
“As a result, we will continue to
bring our enforcement tools to
bear where appropriate”
W Reporter:541-617-7818,
mkohn@bendbulletin.com
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