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SUPERSPREADER 8

Its been over a year since a choir practice in Washington state sickened
53 people and killed two. These families finally start to get some closure.
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since she died of complications
of COVID-19 after contracting it
during a choir practice that sick-
ened 53 people and killed two —
a superspreader event that would
become one of the most pivotal
transmission episodes in under-

standing the virus.

For the siblings, the somber an-
niversary offered a chance at clo-
sure after the pandemic stunted
their mourning. They were finally
holding a memorial befitting of
their mother’s footprint in the

community.

“The hardest thing is that there
was no goodbye. It was like she
just disappeared,” said Carole’s
youngest child, Wendy Jensen.

The rehearsal of the Skagit Val-
ley Chorale, a community choir
made up mostly of retirees and
not associated with the church
where they practiced, happened
two weeks before Gov. Jay Inslee
shut down the state. The choir
had taken the precautions known
at the time, such as distancing
themselves and sanitizing. But
someone had the virus.

“The choir themselves called us
directly, and they left a voicemail.
The voicemail said a positive per-
son in the choir, 24 people now
sick,” said Lea Hamner, commu-
nicable disease and epidemiol-
ogy lead for Skagit County Public

be spreading through the air’
said Linsey Marr, a Virginia Tech
professor and expert in airborne
transmission. Marr was among
239 experts who successfully lob-
bied the World Health Organiza-
tion to change its guidelines on
transmission.

The other person who died
from the choir practice was
83-year-old Nancy “Nicki” Ham-
ilton. Originally from New York,
Hamilton settled north of Seattle
in the 1990s. She put out a per-
sonal ad in the Everett Herald, and
that's how she met her husband.

“We went down to the bowling
alley in Everett,” said 85-year-old

led to 30 arrests

The Register-Guard (Eugene)

Eugene Police have now totaled 30
arrests of people suspected of rioting,
breaking into businesses and setting
fires on May 29 during a protest in the
wake of the death of George Floyd.

It was the first of many protests
here after the May 25 death of Floyd.
In response, demonstrators marched
through Eugene’s streets. When the
group reached the intersection of Sev-
enth Avenue and Washington Street,
some protesters set fires in the streets,
destroyed public and private property,
and looted businesses.

The latest arrest came last week. Aza-
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m endbulieincom must be happy to be back withhis ~ Hamner and her team went to Hamilton hasn'’t been able to second-degree burglary and first-de-
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W Lottery results can now be found on
the second page of Sports.

wife of 46 years. They thank them
for being good parents and re-
call how their mother used to say
“my” before calling their names
and those of other loved ones.

“I was always ‘My Bonnie,”
Bonnie Dawson tells her siblings.

»

“I miss being ‘My Bonnie’

“She had been missing Dad for
along time,” eldest sibling Linda
Holeman adds. Their father, Jim,

passed away in 2003.

Of the more than 550,000 people
who have died of the virus in the
United States, Carole was among
the first. Her death came just weeks

work interviewing choir mem-
bers, often repeatedly, and those
with whom they came in contact
after the practice, a total of 122
people. They meticulously pieced
together the evening, tracking
things like where people sat and
who ate cookies or stacked chairs.
That level of access and detail
is rare among outbreak investiga-
tions, Hamner said, so when cases
waned in the county a few weeks
later, she sat down to write a report.
“There was a lot of resistance
to calling it an airborne disease;’
Hamner said. “But we found this

hold a memorial for her. Their
families are spread throughout the
country, and hed like to have it in
New York City if possible. He's eye-
ing June 21 — her birthday.

In nearby Mount Vernon,
family and friends stream into
Radius Church, gazing at an in-
stallation of a few dozen photos
of Carole that the siblings put to-
gether. Loved ones recall Carol€’s
devotion to her family, faith and
music. They sing “Blessed Assur-
ance,” her favorite hymn. Its lyrics
were among her last words to her
children from the hospital.

gree theft. Klote was arrested after a
traffic stop while leaving a Safeway;, ac-
cording to a police news release. He is
due back in court May 12. This was the
third recent arrest related to May 29.

In mid-August, Eugene Police pub-
lished images from social media and
security cameras showing more than
60 people police were trying to identify.

Between January and this month,
eight other adults arrested follow-
ing the declared riot have had court
appearances. Of those, five pleaded
guilty, while other cases are ongoing
or had court dates moved back.

In an email, police spokeswoman
Melinda McLaughlin said the depart-
ment has identified “numerous” other
suspects to eventually arrest.



