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Vaccine

Continued from A1
Some people whove received John-

Hesitancy

Continued from A1
As Oregon prepares to open the

vaccine floodgates to everyone 16
and older April 19, state health offi-
cers and rural leaders in some coun-
ties face a potential issue: What to do
with the not-insignificant portions of
the population who apparently aren’t
clamoring for a shot.

It's a question that's hummed in the
background for months until finally
reaching a crescendo last week, when
Oregon Health Authority Director
Patrick Allen said seven counties had
vaccinated less than half their seniors.
The problem, health officials warned,
would likely grow as younger and
healthier Oregonians become eligi-
ble and any possible late-adopters get
crowded out.

Allen told lawmakers during a leg-
islative hearing Wednesday that Or-
egon will change how it distributes
vaccines to a more “demand-based
model” instead of directing largely
on per-capita eligibility. That would
seemingly spell bad news for Uma-
tilla County and other locales where
demand has been tepid. Allen said
the change is “so that we don't
over-allocate to places where we can’t
administer those doses efficiently”

The policy change could create a
self-fulfilling prophecy, where early
hesitancy prompts fewer doses in
the community and helps keep some
counties under vaccinated. Fewer
people vaccinated makes it easier for
the virus to continue spreading and,
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The Pendleton Round-Up Arena sits empty on what would have been the third day of the Round-Up in September. Instead, it was
canceled for 2020. This year’s massive event is scheduled for Sept. 11-18.

both better.

Umatilla County officials think the
figures are slightly better than what
shows up in Oregon’s database, par-
ticularly among people 65 and older.

“We think perhaps 60% of our
seniors have probably gotten a vac-
cine;” said George Murdock, chair of
the Umatilla County Commission.
“But when you realize that 75% of
the deaths are among that age group,
it's mind-boggling why that number
wouldn’t be considerably higher”

tion “unconscionable” and decrying
the “embarrassing contradiction” in
the state’s vaccine plans by not fun-
neling more shots to Morrow, Mal-
heur and Umatilla counties.

“We have several things in com-
mon with both of those counties in
that we have collectively suffered from
the highest rates of infection and we
are three of the five counties with the
highest Latino population,” Murdock
and the other commissioners wrote.

Murdock said he is now concerned

vince her to take the shot, Olivas de-
murred: “She’s a real strong woman,
she’s going to do what she wants”

Early intervention

Where Umatilla has struggled even
in recent weeks, Morrow County got
a shoutout from the governor and
health officials for its successes last
week. Melissa Lindsay, a county com-
missioner, said the county raised its
hand two months ago to partner with
Federal Emergency Management

son & Johnson’s vaccine have posted
giddy and celebratory Tweets under
the popular hashtag #OneandDone.

Gov. Kate Brown received a John-
son & Johnson dose in early March.

The one-dose vaccine also has been
a valuable resource for states eager to
immunize hard-to-reach or mobile
populations, such as individuals who
are homeless, jail inmates, migrant
workers or college students.

Overall, the hit to Oregon's John-
son & Johnson allocation will result
in an overall 20% reduction in total
vaccines received — from 258,190 last
week to 205,830 this week — because
shipments of the Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines are staying relatively consis-
tent and Johnson & Johnson alloca-
tions have been comparatively small,
according to numbers from the state.

Those numbers, however, don't
include doses sent to pharmacies
through the federal retail pharmacy
program. The number of doses sent
to the program weren' yet available,
as of Friday.

Allen said he predicts the Johnson
& Johnson production problems will
amount to only a slight delay to Ore-
gon's goal of inoculating 70% of resi-
dents 16 and older by the end of May
with at least one dose of one of the
three available vaccines.

“That may shift a week or two based
on what we're currently beginning to
see, but not by months or months or

potentially, mutate. In fact, as of Friday, the county, which typi- ~ Agency to reach agricultural workers anything like that,” Allen said.

. L only about 55% of the cally has alow percent-  in the rural area. The number of Johnson & Johnson
Infections vs. vaccinations county’s seniors had I can't fathom age of people who get The mobile clinics brought shots vaccines shipped to Oregon and other
The scale of the challenge in parts ~ received at least one flu shots, will miss out  directly to people at their workplaces. states since the federal government
of rural Oregon remains difficult dose of vaccine. That's Why Somebody on its coveted summer It was a pain to get the program off granted emergency use authorization
to enumerate. Some of the counties significantly below the ldnt I events — fairs, rodeos,  the ground, she said, but ultimately in February has seesawed from week

hardest hit by COVID-19 appear to statewide average for woulant. 1 got the iconic Pendleton the county administered 1,000 doses to week because of production chal-
be among the least vaccinated. But seniors of more than mine on the ﬁl‘St Roundup and more in the span of four days. lenges overseas, where all doses of the
rural leaders question if there areun-  70%. S — because the state Despite that success, Lindsay is vaccine are currently manufactured.
knowns behind those numbers, like “I can’t fathom why da}/ ( Qf ellglblllty)- will not authorize large  concerned theress still reluctance Two weeks ago, the federal govern-
how many residents were vaccinated ~ somebody wouldn't,” - - gatherings duetolow  from some quarters in the county, ment sent nearly 2 million Johnson
by tribes, the federal government or Murdock, 78, said of _78 eol:geh ur ‘:‘Ck’ vaccination rates or where about 25% of the population & Johnson doses to states. Last week,
in neighboring states. getting the vaccine. I ol '(I,Ic airs the perceived COVID-19  has received at least one vaccine dose. it was nearly 5 million. This week, it’s
Umatilla County previously ranked ~ got mine on the first B s risks. Some calls to big employers are met just 700,000.
near or at the top in state data for most ~ day” of eligibility. el L Over in Hermiston,  with reluctance, with people saying Washington is seeing its allocation
infections per capita and at the bottom The hesitancy is Kristina Olivas, the they would wait and see what re- drop from 109,000 to 12,900. Califor-
in vaccines administered per capita—  frustrating, Mur- new executive director  strictions, if any, will meet those who nias is going from 572,700 to 67,600.

a problem that health officials, busi-
ness leaders and politicians acknowl-
edge likely reflects reality.

As of Friday, Umatilla still had the
lowest vaccination rate in the state,
with about 21% of people at least par-
tially inoculated, and Malheur was
second worst at 22%, according to
the state’s recently updated database.
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, which calculates rates
based on full vaccinations, ranks

dock said, because he's adamant the
county should have received more
doses in the first place. County offi-
cials were particularly steamed when
doses from many rural parts of the
state were funneled toward the metro
area in late January to help inocu-
late healthcare workers and teachers
there. That anger lingered.

The commission sent a blister-
ing letter to Gov. Kate Brown’s office
March 3 calling the vaccine distribu-

of the local chamber of commerce,
said she’s not surprised by the low
adoption rate and high infection rate.

Olivas, who was born and raised
in Hermiston, said her 87-year-old
grandmother is one of those locals
who is doing well, as is, and is unin-
terested in a vaccine.

“I don't leave the house anyway,”
she said of her grandmother’s think-
ing, “T'm not getting it”

When asked if Olivas tried to con-

don't opt for a vaccine.

Some express concern about the
long-term effects of the new vaccines,
Lindsay has heard, a concern scien-
tists say isn't an issue. She's worried
that while the mobile clinics were a
success, other agricultural workers
are already in the fields and may not
be reachable.

“The spring has sprung, and ev-
eryone is going full speed ahead,” she
said.

Although Allen said the reduction
might delay Oregon’s overall vaccina-
tion efforts by a week or two, the tim-
ing of Johnson & Johnson's produc-
tion difficulties is unfortunate. New
COVID-19 cases are up 44% and
hospitalizations 46% over the past
two weeks, as the state battles a fourth
surge that started weeks ago. Nation-
wide, new known cases are up 13%
and hospitalizations up 7% over the
same time period.



