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“Simple Saturday” columns are
meant to improve basic technique
and logical thinking.

One difficult aspect of learning
bridge is that many “rules” of
play have exceptions — and the
exceptions have exceptions.

Today’s West leads the seven of
spades against 3NT: deuce from
dummy, king from East. If South has
learned to avoid holding up a winner
if that play will cost a trick, he will
take the ace — and lose his contract.

If South leads a heart next, East
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right, opens one spade. What do you

say?
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two level, especially when you're
vulnerable, you need a good hand
and usually a six-card or longer suit.
Pass. To bid two diamonds here has
uncertain chances to gain anything
and risks being doubled and penalized
— either immediately or when your
partner competes too actively.
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Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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