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release of captive-bred giant
vultures into Redwood Na-
tional Park as early as this fall
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While Ebola and COVID-19
are viral infections, they differ
in how they spread and their
deadliness.

COVID-19 can spread rap-
idly through droplets in the
breath of an infected person.
The World Health Organiza-
tion reports COVID-19 has
a worldwide mortality rate
of about 3.4% of all those in-
fected. The nearly 2.75 million
COVID-19 deaths worldwide
are because of the rapid spread
that has caused 125 million in-
fections .

Ebola is spread through the
blood or body fluids of an in-
fected person exhibiting symp-
toms. That limits the spread of
the virus, but it is far deadlier
— an estimated 50% of those
infected die.

Medical workers and staff

who is asymptomatic of Ebola
cannot spread the Ebola virus.

Leman said health authori-
ties need to balance the level of
possible threat to the general
public vs. the privacy of the in-
dividual who has been in an
outbreak zone but not shown
any symptoms.

Releasing more informa-
tion could generate unfounded
fears about the person or
their location, which Lehman
said would keep people from
self-reporting their presence
in the regions and staying in
touch with public health au-
thorities.

“It’s really a double-edged
sword,” Leman said.

Oregon has gone through
the Ebola reporting protocols
in 2014, 2015 and 2019, Leh-
man said.

from the countries or residents
of Oregon who are from the
countries and are returning
home.

Though OHA would not say
where in Oregon the people
are located, their whereabouts
are known and local public
health officials are being in-
cluded in potential response
or care.

Lehman said Ebola usually
has an incubation period of
between two and 21 days and
that the four being monitored
are believed to be near the end
of that period.

When symptoms do arise,
they come on rapidly.

“It hits you like a ton of
bricks,” Leman said. “A fever,
very high, muscle aches, and

chills”
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