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Celeste Watts, of Bloomfield Hills, Mich., is a retired elementary school teacher. After years of solving puzzles in her spare time, she
decided to try making one herself. Her first 14 attempts for The Times were rejected, but she persevered. For this one, she collaborated 23 24 25
with Jeff Chen, a writer and professional crossword constructor in Seattle, whom she calls “a gifted, patient mentor.” The theme idea is
Celeste’s. Jeff helped her execute it. Finally, success! “One off my bucket list!” — W.S. 26 27 28 29 .
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Seeking a friendly duplicate bridge? Find five games weekly online at bendbridge.org

one,” I said.

“That won’t be necessary,” Louie
said. “My wife thinks I don’t know
enough about kitchen appliances to
repair them. Well, she’s in for a

“You may be right,” I sighed.
When the afternoon penny game
began, Louie was South in today’s
deal. His jump to three hearts in the

club, and Louie ruffs and cashes the

ace of trumps. He
queen of spades.

ten, and dummy’s

the 10th trick.
West dealer
E-W vulnerable

balancing seat was “intermediate,” NORTH
showing about an opening bid with AA82

a good long suit. North really needed CKQ
more to raise to game, especially C10532
since Louie rarely manages to take %8743
10 tricks.

West led the king of clubs, WEST EAST
and Louie surveyed dummy with MKJ765 A104
approval: He seemed to have seven < None ©J1096
trump tricks plus three side-suit aces. <K J94 &Q87
He took the ace of clubs and led a *KQJ6 %10952
trump — and was shocked when
West discarded a spade. SOUTH

Exasperated, Louie took dummy’s AQI3
K-Q of trumps, ruffed a club, cashed CA875432
his ace of trumps and exited with CA6
a trump Eio Ea(sit.l Hg ruffﬁd the club %A
return and tried leading the queen of .
spades, but West cov%red (v]vith the YV:“ gggr:h gg:: g%lth
king. East’s ten won the next spade, pags 40 All Pass

and West got the jack of spades and a
diamond trick for down one.

The 4-0 trump break was a 1-in-10
chance, but if Louie recovers from

Opening lead — & K
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For once, Louie’s luck is in. When
West’s king covers,

can then lead his

Louie pins East’s
eight is high for
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