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nctinn tans sti“ teel a need tnr ‘SIleed' In the grid below, twenty answers can be found that fit the category for
today. Circle each answer that you find and list it in the space provided
Wh do. dor’ d at the right of the grid. Answers can be found in all directions—forward,
atever you do, don’t go under 50 mph. . R . . .
Many movie fans will recognize that immediately as one of the edicts of “Speed,” the 1994 action backward, horizontally, ve_rtlcally and diagonally. An exam’ple is given to
blockbuster that holds up extremely well. An HBO showing of it on Thursday, March 25, should reaffirm that get you started. Can you find the twenty answers in today’s puzzle?
— much as the film reaffirmed, and also gave a considerable boost to, Keanu Reeves’ status as a star of the genre
(confirmed again lately by his “John Wick” franchise). Today’s Category: Men Called Mike or Michael
“Speed” actually is three movies in one, starting with the set-up that sees police partners (Reeves and Jeff
Daniels) foil an extortion plot by the story’s villain (Dennis Hopper, doing everything but twirl a mustache in 1 Ditka
the part, but that’s what it calls for). That lays the groundwork for the second and main portion, set largely R E D G R A V E N | A C "
aboard a Los Angeles transit bus that the bad guy has rigged with a bomb. 2.
Reeves’ cop Jack is informed that once activated, the explosive will detonate if the bus’ speed drops below
50 mph. Desperate to save the initially unaware people on board, Jack manages to get on the vehicle, T D M N H U C K A B E E 3.
commandeered by a plucky passenger (Sandra Bullock, in her star-making role after several years of TV and 4.
movie work) while the police try to figure out how to resolve the situation without alerting the taunting O F @ OF A RRELULH 5
enemy.
The plot’s devices for diverting the bus and keeping itbmoYing Tt‘a safe spe;d.a;e éllili.tehclever,h one of tlﬁe D G|I DR DETG CNEZP J 6.
est involving an unfinished highway that actually 7.
was in that condition at the time of filming. Mid-"90s
technology also is used neatly, to trick the embittered DUIT|IT P I A Q OARA 8.
ex-cop played by Hopper while he’s using the bus’ 9.
surveillance camera to monitor what’s happening.
The third and final element of “Speed” details what S CIKIDYLAXDSDC 10.
happens beyond the bus, once Jack and others think 11.
Ke?: ‘iSR;:;j? the situation is over — ultimately involving a train ride N K w A LS GRRDOK
that’s harrowing in its own way, and providing for 12.
a very satisfying final showdown between hero and O E S A KR O E T N U S 13.
villain. That’s a lot to pack into a two-hour movie, 14
but “Speed” manages it scamlessly ... thanks also .
to Jan de Bont, wl%o moved very confidently from D A W S O | Y N N Y G O 15.
cinematography into the director’s chair for the first 16
time. NTDSDMS OSSL N ’
Other cast notables include Joe Morton (“Scandal”) 17.
and Alan Ruck (“Succession”), but “Speed” falls
principally on the capable shoulders of Reeves, who A O S N A D R O J C A G 18.
had “Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure” behind him 19.
and “The Matrix” ahead of him while he made this. L N B G J S P I N K S H
« s 20.
And after almost three decades, “Speed” still puts the

pedal to the metal.
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