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Daily Bridge Club
Bruising play

By FRANK STEWART
Tribune Content Agency

I've heard it said that failure is
a bruise, not a tattoo. Every player
must deal with failure. It’s a difficult
game, and perfection is unattainable.
The key is to learn from your errors.

Today’s West led a trump against
four spades, and South won and came
to his ace of hearts to try a club
finesse with dummy’s queen. East
took the king and led a second trump.
South then drew trumps and led the
king and a third heart, hoping for
a 3-3 break, but when West held

raisgs to two spades. What do you
say’

ANSWER: Partner promises at
least 17 points. He couldn’t raise
you with fewer since you might have
responded to his double with no
points and a ratty suit. Since you have
a fair five-card suit and a side ace,
game is possible. If you trust your
partner, bid at least three spades.
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BLACK PUZZLEMAKERS’ WEEK

Every daily crossword this week, Monday to Saturday, is
made by an African-American contributor. Yacob Yonas is a
software engineer in Manhattan. This is his sixth crossword
for The Times. To read more about the puzzle, see nytimes.

com/wordplay.

ACROSS

1 Some trivia
venues

5 Airport queue

9 Bookend letters
of “Google Maps,”
appropriately

12 Oscar ___, star
of “Inside Llewyn
Davis”

14 Unit of courage?

21 Live (together)
23 Qutlaw

24 Starter course?
25 Heartless

27 Popular
cryptocurrency

29 Do something
30 The “O” of A.O.C.
34 Years abroad

35 Civil rights

44 Flower that
shares its name
with a sea
creature

46 Natural ability
48 Trickster

49 Sharp or flat, say
52 Those in favor

53 Group including
35-Across that
protested the
segregation of
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Jumbles: OPERA LIBEL GUTTER SOCKET

Answer: To the impatient child, growing up and becoming
an adult seemed like — IT TOOK AGES
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“Miss Stokes, I’ve been looking at your
work record, and you’re taking
far too many days off.”

“BuT GRAMPA SAYS I SHOULD
HAVE A FIRM GRIP.”?
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