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BY GEORGE DICKIE

It’s a course for which there are no easy answers.

Old players, young players, long hitters or 
short, it doesn’t matter. The Stadium Course at 
TPC Sawgrass and its two challenging finishing 
holes have been known to eat them all for 
breakfast in The Players Championship.

Dustin Johnson, at this writing the PGA’s top 
money winner, has yet to break through with a 
win on the lush Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., course 
but he seems to be figuring it out. In the Tour’s 
unofficial fifth major, his finishes have trended 
generally upward since his tie for 69th in 2015, 
with final standings of 28th, 12th, 17th and fifth, 
which was the last time it was played in 2019.

In that tournament, he played well over 72 
holes and even shot a 3-under 69 in the final 
round, at one point coming within two shots of 
the lead. But it was not enough as Rory McIlroy, 
playing what he says was the best golf of his life, 
managed to hold off Johnson and others with a 

2-under 70 to win by a stroke in a thrilling finish.

This year as in others, it’ll be the 17th and 18th holes that will be make-or-break for a lot of players. In 
particular, the iconic “island hole” at No. 17 has laid waste to many a golfer’s game over the years, as the 
wind and surrounding water mess with heads, thus resulting in balls in the drink.

Johnson will try not to be among them as he goes for his first win in the 2021 Players Championship, 
which airs Thursday through Sunday, March 11-14, on Golf Channel and NBC.

FULL NAME: Dustin Hunter 
Johnson

BIRTH DATE: June 22, 1984

BIRTHPLACE: Columbia, S.C.

HEIGHT/WEIGHT: 6 feet, 4 
inches/190 pounds

COLLEGE: Coastal Carolina 
University

TURNED PRO: 2007

HONORS AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS: 2020 Masters 
champion; 2020 FedEx Cup 

champion; 2016 U.S. Open 
champion; PGA Tour Player of the 
Year (2016, 2020); 2016 PGA 
Tour leading money winner; 24 
PGA Tour victories; nine European 
Tour victories

Johnson seeks to tame TPC Sawgrass 
in The Players Championship
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1) What NFL star scored 100 points in a season at age 46?

2) This NHL forward was 41 when he scored 103 points in a season. Name him.

3) This Major League pitcher recorded two no-hit games after his 40th birthday. Who is he?

4) This NBA great played 80 games in the 1988 season at age 41 in winning the last of his six 
championships. Can you name him?

5) What runner became the first man over 40 to break the four-minute mile?

6) At age 41, this Baseball Hall of Famer delivered the clinching hit in the 1992 World Series. Name him.

7) At age 40, this NFL offensive lineman played in the last of his 229 consecutive games, a record for 
nonkickers. Who is he?

8) This heavyweight boxing champion regained his title at age 45, knocking out a fighter nearly 20 years 
younger. Can you name him?

1) George Blanda

2) Gordie Howe

3) Nolan Ryan

4) Kareem Abdul-Jabbar

5) Eamonn Coughlin

6) Dave Winfield

7) Bruce Matthews

8) George Foreman

Questions: Answers:

Q: Where have I seen 
the actress who stars 
in “Clarice” before? 
– Pamela Adams, via 
e-mail

A: Rebecca Breeds did a 
good amount of television 
work in her native Australia – 
including in one of the most popular serials there, “Home and Away” 
(which also featured the actor who’s now her husband, “Blindspot” 
alum Luke Mitchell) – before she began pursuing jobs in America.
She actually was a regular in a couple of CBS shows before 
“Clarice,” the first being the short-lived comedy “We Are Men” 
(which also featured Jerry O’Connell, Kal Penn and Tony Shalhoub).
Though 11 episodes were filmed, only three of them aired before 
the series was pulled. Breeds had better luck with recurring roles 
on dramas with devoted audiences, “Pretty Little Liars” and the 
“Vampire Diaries” spinoff “The Originals,” and she later appeared 
on the military dramas “The Brave” and (also for CBS) “The Code.”

Send questions of general interest via email to 
tvpipeline@gracenote.com. Writers must include their 

names, cities and states. Personal replies cannot be sent.

 Rebecca Breeds
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Rebecca Breeds 

brings past 

series experience 

into ‘Clarice’
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