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LOCAL, STATE & REGION

DESCHUTES COUNTY A._ New COVID-19 cases per day DESCHUTES COUNTY HEALTHSERVICES GRAPHIC

Oregon cases: 155,794 (197 new cases)
Oregon deaths: 2,212 (4 new deaths)

COVID-19 data for Monday, March 1: —p— ; f " 129 new cases
. __ Whatis COVID-19? It's an infection caused by a new coronavirus. Coronavi- 108 new cases 120
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Jefferson County deaths: 28 (zero new deaths) — sick people. 4. Stay home. 5. In public, stay 6 feet from others and wear a cloth T ] N “"
— face covering or mask. 6. Cover a cough or sneeze with a tissue or cough into [T 1 || 2

your elbow. 7. Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.
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MERKLEY’S EFFORTS IN CONGRESS

Senate still a hurdle for LGBTQ protections

BY PETERWONG
Oregon Capital Bureau

Even as the U.S. House
passed legislation for the sec-
ond time in two years, the Sen-
ate remains the question mark
for federal efforts to shield gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgen-

“Let's make 2021 the year that we end discrimination that
remains legal in the majority of American states.”

— U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Oregon,
pictured speaking in Portland in 2018.

der people against discrimi- crimination based on sexual with two other Democrats,

nation. orientation and gender iden- Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin
The House voted 224-206 tity. and Cory Booker of New Jer-

on Thursday for legislation, Oregon is among 21 states sey, to sponsor the latest Senate

House Resolution 5, to bar dis- with a wide range of legal effort.

crimination in housing, credit protections — the 2020 State The Senate passed a non-

Equality Index compiled by the  discrimination law affecting
Human Rights Campaign says ~ employment only by a 64-32
Oregon lacks a few improve- vote in 2013. But that bill died
ments — but 27 states haveno  without a vote in the Republi-

and other matters. A similar
bill with the same designation
passed 236-173 in 2019, but
died without a vote in the Re-

publican-controlled Senate. protections in their laws. can-controlled House.

The Senate now has a ten- Merkley was the speaker of “In the land of the free, the
uous Democratic majority — Jaime Valdez/Pamplin file photo  the Oregon House in 2007, be-  doors of opportunity should
Vice President Kamala Har- fore he was elected to the US.  not be slammed shut because
ris holds the tie-breaker in a “So let’s celebrate this ma- can predecessor, Greg Walden,  Senate in 2008. Since Demo- of who Americans are or
chamber split 50-50 — butitis  jor milestone, and also use voted for the 2019 version cratic Sen. Ted Kennedy asked ~ whom they love,” Merkley said.
uncertain at best whether ad-  this day to recommit ourselves  along with the Democrats. him to assume leadership of “It is way past time to end the
vocates can muster at least 10 to bringing the fight to ban A month after the 2019 that cause in 2009, before Ken-  dark history of discrimination
Republicans for a 60-vote ma- ~ LGBTQ discrimination to the ~ House vote, the US. Supreme ~ nedy died of cancer, Merkley and begin a new era of equal-
jority to avert a filibuster. Senate. Let's make 2021 the Court ruled that the Civil has been a vocal advocate of ity and justice for our fellow

“Today’s House passage of year that we end discrimina- Rights Act of 1964, “basedon ~ federal anti-discrimination LGBTQ Americans”
the Equality Act is an import- tion that remains legal in the sex; barred employment dis- legislation. He has teamed up W pwong@pamplinmedia.com

ant step forward and a shining ~ majority of American states.
source of hope for every Amer-  Let’s make 2021 the year that

ican who values freedomand  we ring the bells of freedom for Have you noticed a change in your ability to remember?
equality for all,” Oregon Sen. every American’ “Tlh bearing | b b likelibood

Jeff Merkley, a Democrat and The latest bill won support ¢ more ean‘ng 0ss you L, t, € greater it Lellel of
one of the longtime leaders of from all four Oregon Demo- developing dementia or Alzbeimer’s disease. Hearing aids could
the congressional effort, said crats, but opposition from the delay or prevent dementia by improving the patient’s bearing.”
with Senate sponsors at a news lone Republican, Cliff Bentz -2011 Study by John Hopkins University School of Medicine
conference after the House vote.  of Ontario. Bentz’s Republi- { and the National Institute on Aging

IS IT TIME FOR A HEARING TEST?
TAKE THIS QUIZ AND FIND OUT ...

LOCAL BRIEFING Do you feel that people mumble or do not speak clearly?

N
a
O Do you turn the TV up louder than others need to?
a
a

Sheriff’s officeinvestigates  william E. Miller Elementary

shooting near Alfalfa School’s parent organization.
“Access to the essentials FAN

Do family or friends get frustrated when you ask them to repeat themselves?
Do you have trouble understanding the voices of women

000 D0

A person was shot near Al-  provides is access to hope” and small children when they are speaking?
falfa on Saturday, and the De- Donations to Family Access : o
schutes County Sheriff’s Of-  Network can be made at its Q QO Isit hard to follow the conversation in noisy places
fice is investigating. website, or by mailing checks like parties, crowed restaurants or family get-togethers? _
Deputies were called to a to: - o
report of a shooting in the FAN If you’ve answered “Yes” to any one of these questions, there’s good
25000 block of Alfalfa Market 2125 NE Daggett Lane news! Miracle-Ear can help! Don’t wait another moment. Call us today.

Road at around 3:24 p.m. Sat- Bend, OR 97701

urday. The person was trans- .
ported by air ambulance to Prescribed burns planned : m‘;;he:uf‘;ea‘t"m'an&:? tl?l?av‘;. :
St. Charles Bend. The person  forsouth of Madras I 4 PP y: I
was expected to recover. I I
The call involved a 70-year- Piles of downed juniper on I 2 FO R o Hurryr I

Id da55year-old 450 acres of land i fier ends
old man and a 55-year-o acres of land near Juniper I 3/ I
X C ) ) 12/21

woman. . Butte will be ignited Thurs- *With a completed hearing test. | —— I
D §put1§s and, detec,tlve,s day', provided conditions re- Must have a hearing loss. 1  Save on our full line of digital hearing solutions. 1
ar? S.tlll .aCthEIY 1nvest1gat1ng main fa\forable. . Contact store for further details. 1 Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® representatives. One coupon per purchase. No 1
thlS 1nc1dent, SO no fur ther The plle burns WIH occur Expires 3/12/2021 1 other offers or discqunts_apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer on MEMINI Audiotone. 1
details can be released at this  in areas parallel to U.S. High-  Sannot combine with any offer ofers. Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer expires 3/12/2021.

time,” Sherift’s Office spokes- ~ way 97 near Culver, accord-

man Sgt. Jayson Janes wrote ing to a news release from Y, . R Experience A Comfortable
in a news release. the Ochoco National Forest \ M I raCIe = E a r earing Aid Environmen

There is no perceived and Crooked River National - :
threat to the public, Janes Grasslands. Call now for your appointment -
wrote. Smoke from the pile burns —— ——
will be visible in areas south & FREE
Bend-areaparentgroups  of Madras near Highway 97, T . S A\-\‘ . FREE 8 P Video Otoscope
. - Kine and Morris | 1 \ |  CompleteElectronic Repairs .
raise money for nonprofit  Xngand Morris lanes, an EE ! « Hearing Test Ear Inspection
Haystack Drive. = 3 {18 QI T audometric evaluaton In-House i show-al picture of your
Parent groups representing Wood to be burned is de- * Foralimite will precisely show what Ask for details ear canal s displayed on a
various Bend-La Pine schools  bris from a thinning project o , Y & you've been missing. ggf;gcw;'m;t%’eygse"
are fundraising for local non-  in the Willow Creek Water- '

profit Family Access Network  shed. The project removed
throughout the month of thousands of junipers to re- MIRACLE-EAR IS AMERICA’S #1 CHOICE IN HEARING AIDS FOR OVER 70 YEARS!

March. store range conditions and

Family Access Network, water availability. M i ra CI e- E a r CHOOSE FROM ANY OF
commonly referred to as Smoke impacts could affect % o OUR FIVE LOCATIONS!
FAN, has staff located at areas around Madras. The Lcan Al ttenDay

L . . BEND * REDMOND * MADRAS e PRINEVILLE » BURNS
schools throughout Central public is advised to close win-
Oregon who connect impov-  dows at night and if smoke / , ! J4 Y 7 ’
erished students with cloth- is on the roadway, drivers . LN T o[
ing, school supplies and social ~ should turn on their head-
services. lights and slow down while
“Parents have seen first- driving through smoky areas. 404 NE Greenwood Ave

Bend
Corner of Greenwood
and 4th Street

hand the way advocates help The Oregon Health Au-
and inspire the Central Ore- thority advises that people
gon community, which is why ~ who suffer from respiratory
FAN was selected as the ben-  ailments or a heart condition
eﬁc1ary Of these unique fund_ remain 1ndoors mn smoke—lm— No other offers or discounts apply. All discounts do not apply to prior sales. Good only from participating Miracle-Ear representatives. **Hearing aids do not restore

raising efforts in this difficult pacted areas. natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit, and ability to adapt to a hearing aid. Only your
year” said a press release from — Bulletin staffreport Miracle-Ear® representative can determine if a Miracle-Ear® hearing aid is right for you. ©2012 Miracle-Ear, Inc. 14548ROPA/HPAC/YEL
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