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m Lottery results can now be found on
the second page of Sports.

New method of deer
survey planned amid
declining populations

BY RUDY DIAZ
The Blue Mountain Eagle

A new deer survey will soon
be underway, but officials ex-
pect more of the same: declin-
ing populations.

Ryan Platt, the assistant dis-
trict wildlife biologist at the
Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife’s John Day Field
Office, said ODFW is flying
for the survey earlier this year
because they will conduct a
new survey method to count
the declining deer population.

A helicopter will be fly-
ing out starting Feb. 22 as it
conducts surveys on the deer
population for three weeks
throughout Grant County.

This year, Platt said ODFW
is working with a statisti-
cal sampling-based survey
method called Sight Rat, the
first time they have used this
method in the John Day Dis-
trict. He said this survey com-
bines two population methods
based on sizes and quadrants.

“We're kind of guessing we'll
see more decline from the pre-
vious years when we did our
statistical sampling,” Platt said.

Platt said one problem deer
face in the John Day Valley
is winter range degradation
caused by juniper and annual
grass encroachment. He also
said some ranges are not as
productive as they used to be
due to a change in climate,
suppressing fires and the de-
cline of logging.

Disease issues are also grow-
ing with mule deer, according

to Platt. He said, in 2015, mule
deer in the Eastern Oregon re-
gion faced an outbreak of the
epizootic hemorrhagic disease.
This disease makes deer bleed
internally, which either kills
them right away or causes last-
ing effects, Platt said.

“On bucks, we know that
it shrivels their testicles, and
they’re unable to produce
hormones that regulate ant-
ler growth,” Platt said. “That’s
why you'll see velvet bucks this
time of year when everyone
one else has antlers that hard-
ened or dropped oft”

Platt said they are not sure
how the epizootic hemor-
rhagic disease harms does, but
they have suspicions that it
could impact their fawn pro-
ductivity or survival.

Prior to 2015, he said there
were about 60 fawns per 100
does going into winter with
about 30-40 fawns com-
ing out of the season. Since
2015, there have been about
40 fawns per 100 does in the
winter, coming out with 25-35
fawns after.

“That right there indicates
that we don’t have the fawn
recruitment that we need to
sustain a growing population
locally,” Platt said. “Those are
probably the two biggest im-
pacts of our mule deer pop-
ulation locally. It's just a bad
time to be a mule deer in the
West. Pretty much all popula-
tions are going down, and no
one has found that silver bullet
cure to change the trajectory”

gon households still without
power Tuesday afternoon,
that is likely too early to re-
open the Legislature, House
Republican Leader Christine
Drazan said.

Members of the public
can only read proposed bills,
watch lawmakers deliberate
and offer testimony online,
given coronavirus-related
closure of the Capitol in Sa-
lem, she noted.

“Legislative leaders com-
mitted to an open and trans-
parent session. We must
honor that commitment and
not leave Oregonians behind
in a rush to return to busi-

Oregonians first and pause
all legislative activity, Dra-
zan said.

House Speaker Tina
Kotek, who has been part of
the decision-making team
that canceled Monday’s and
Tuesday’s planned session
activities, did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment.

As 0f 12:30 p.m., Portland
General Electric was re-
porting that 205,000 house-
holds, mostly in Clackamas,
Marion, Multnomah and
Washington counties, lacked
power. Drazan’s district, cen-
tered on Canby, is in south-

power.

Oregon House Democrats
have not indicated whether
they plan to resume opera-
tions Wednesday. But they
and some caucus mem-
bers have used social me-
dia to share information to
help Oregonians affected by
power outages.

Drazan said Tuesday the
focus should stay there. “We
need to keep our focus on
serving constituents and the
most vulnerable while we
await power to be restored.
Our work in the legislature
should come back online
once the power does”

Introducing a new podcast

PODCAST

produced by Partners In Care.

Join us to discuss death, dying and the pursuit of a life well
lived. Now available through your favorite podcast player.
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Partners In Care

Visit PartnersBend.org
for more information

Life’s Too Short

with Lisa Hurley and Jason Medina




