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Daily Bridge Club

Useless finesses

By FRANK STEWART

Tribune Content Agency

[ continue a series on those
infuriating  finesses which
invariably lose when you need them
to win. A club player brought me
today’s deal. He had been declarer at
3NT in a team match.

“My partner said I should tape an
‘out of order’ sign on my forehead,”
he told me. “I won the first club
with the ace and led a spade to my
queen, and West took the king and
led another club. I won, unblocked
the ace of spades and led a diamond
to dummy’s king.

player at your right opens three
spades. What do you say?

ANSWER: So much for
conducting a careful, leisurely
auction. Your opponent’s preempt
compels you to guess at a contract.
In these situations, to avoid being
talked out of makeable games, you
must assume that your partner has a
fair share of the missing strength. Bid
3NT and hope for a decent dummy.

South dealer
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Crossword

Note: The clues in this “uniclue” crossword appear in a
single list, combining Across and Down. When two answers
share a number, they also share a clue, in a manner to be

determined.

CLUES
1 Rubberneck
2 Lands heavily

3 Predators of
penguins

4 ___ toshame
5 Stiffly formal
6 Rice-A-___

7 Not reacting

8 Raised one’s
spirits?

9 0ld Glory
10 Past the point of

17 Sold at
Sotheby’s, say

18 “Huh-uh!”
19 Scoundrel
20 Multivitamin fig.

21 Part of the
Notre-Dame
Cathedral
destroyed by a
2019 fire

22 Remark from one
who’s obviously
not going to call

23 Ancient Jewish

28 “Quit fooling
around!”

29 Second-level

30 Counselor
Deanna on the
U.S.S. Enterprise

31 Frayed so?
32 Pen sound

33 Kind of sauce
in Chinese
cuisine

34 Third and fourth
word in many
limericks
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Ans.
here:

to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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(Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles: KOALA PIVOT ACCESS PLACID

Answer: The witch didn’'t need a rod and reel to catch
fish because she could — CAST A SPELL
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“These won’t help you sleep, but they’ll
stop you tossing and turning all night.”
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who was a Time
Person of the
Year co-honoree
in 2005

46 Spectrum maker

47 Comment after a
missed shot

51 Characteristic

53 Shred

54 Tint

55 “l didn’t mean to
do that”

56 Relatively
unknown quality
items ... and what
can be found
in 16-, 26- and
42-Across

59 Unmitigated joy

60 Seller, usually

61 Its symbol is Fe

62 Some cameras,
for short

63 Amorously
pursues

64 Fiddling emperor
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SUDOKU

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains
every digit from 1to 9
inclusively.

SOLUTIONTO
PREVIOUS
SUDOKU

SOLUTION:
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DOWN
1 Orion’s left foot,
some say
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