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meet in secret Tuesday to eval-
uate the group’s work over the
last month after the state shut
down public access following
weeks’ of open meetings.

Oregon’s Vaccine Advisory
Committee was charged with
recommending who should be
vaccinated after the governor’s
priority groups, with an em-
phasis on tackling health dis-
parities that stem from “struc-
tural racism.” But the groups
final recommendations last
week appeared rushed and
some committee members ex-
pressed frustration with the
process.

A spokesman for the health
authority defended the deci-

sion to prohibit media or mem-
bers of the public from viewing

Tuesday’s 5:30 p.m. meeting,

saying the group accomplished
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Members of Oregon’s 27-member vaccine advisory committee are seen meeting by teleconference in this
photo taken Jan. 2 in Portland. The committee advises Democratic Gov. Kate Brown and the Oregon Health
Authority on the phases of vaccine distribution.

its original function at its Jan.
28 session.

The committee “has com-
pleted its official duties and

fulfilled its purpose of making

recommendations” about vac-

on planning for implementa-
tion of the committee’s recom-
mendations. OHA will conduct
an evaluation with VAC mem-
bers of the committee process.”

The committee has met
publicly eight times, includ-
ing a meet and greet Jan. 5 that
was open to the public and re-
corded for public viewing,

“The committee has an op-
tional meeting on Feb. 2 to
discuss implementation is-
sues,” the health authority
announced in a news release
Friday.

But state official now say
that’s not the intended sub-
ject of Tuesday’s meeting. An
agenda for the 5:30 p.m. ses-
sion lists only “debrief and
evaluation” Cowie said the
state will release a summary of
the Tuesday discussion.

Man sentenced for 2020
shooting in south Bend

The man who shot
at a stranger behind
a Bend steakhouse
while experiencing
“meth-induced para-
noia” received five
years in prison on
Wednesday for that
case and an earlier
domestic violence arrest.

Vicente Guerra, 44, was sen-

tenced in Deschutes County

Circuit Court for two cases his

lawyer says share a common
theme: meth.

On the night of Jan. 20, 2020,

Guerra approached a 2003 In-

finiti G35 in the parking lot be-
hind Okawa Steakhouse & Grill

at 1180 SE Third St. and fired
twice from a .22-caliber hand-

gun, grazing one of the two oc-
cupants of the car. Guerra took

off on foot, stopping briefly

at nearby Binky’s video poker
lounge, where he told a friend
hed just “shot at people”

Bend Police tracked Guerra
in the snow, finding him two
hours later in a rocky canal
nearby. Paramedics treated
him for cold exposure.

Guerra

The other case involved a
woman he was in a relation-
ship with in December
2019. She was scared of
Guerra and trying to
move out, and he was
upset about it, accord-
ing to the prosecution.
He blocked her path
to prevent her from
leaving and when she
attempted to walk past
him, he grabbed her by the
neck and covered her mouth.
In another instance, he pinned
her to the bed, covered her
mouth and told her, “You will
learn to respect me”

Both cases arise from para-
noia and other negative effects
of Guerras long-term use of
methamphetamine, his lawyer
Shawn Kollie, told the court.

“The evaluation that was
conducted on Mr. Guerra
really shows that he can go
through long periods of sobri-
ety where he does exception-
ally well,” Kollie said.

In court Wednesday, Guerra
apologized for his conduct be-
fore Judge Ray Crutchley, who
asked him several questions.
Guerra told the judge he first
used meth when he was 17.

LOCAL BRIEFING

“I went through rounds of
full-blown addiction, feel guilty
and stop using;” he said. “If’s
kind of a tragic situation”

Bend man eludes police,
causes power outage

A 19-year-old Bend man
was arrested Tuesday after
eluding police, crashing into
two patrol cars and causing a
power outage.

Bend Police responded at
about 10:38 p.m. to a report of a
1990 silver Toyota pickup truck
revving its engine and doing
cookies in a parking lot at Cen-
tral Oregon Community Col-
lege. Officers found the truck,
driven by Jonathan Chance Er-
ickson, at NE Third Street and
NE Kearney Avenue. Erickson
refused to stop and drove on
the sidewalk to elude officers,
according to police.

Erickson then speeded to-
ward NW Wall Street and the
southbound Bend Parkway
ramp. He drove the wrong
way on the parkway, heading
north in the southbound lanes,
then nearly struck two vehicles
head-on, according to police.

Erickson left the parkway

and reached NE Division Street
and NE Harriman Street, where
he crashed into a tree.
He then reversed and
crashed into a power
box, causing a power
outage in the area, po-
lice said.

Erickson continued
toward the Newport
Avenue Bridge, where
he lost control of his
truck. Officers attempted to
block Erickson on the bridge,
but he drove in reverse and
rammed two Bend Police cars,
causing damage.

Erickson
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Erickson kept driving reck-
lessly toward NW Regency
Street, where he left
his truck and ran into
his apartment. As
officers prepared a
search warrant, Erick-
son came out of the
apartment and was ar-
rested.

He was booked into
Deschutes County jail
on charges of reckless driving,
reckless endangering, hit and
run, attempted assault, eluding
police and criminal mischief.

— Bulletin wire reports
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