THE BULLETIN - SUNDAY, JANUARY 17,2021 A5

Hospice
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“When we learned about
the Hospice House project,
we were keen to help inspire
others to join us in donating
to complete the campaign”

Construction has already
begun on the facility and it
will open in the fall. The li-
censed specialty hospital ac-
cepts patients from St. Charles
Health System, physicians and
other hospice organizations
when intensive hospice care
is needed. A misconception is
that Hospice House is a place
people go to die. But only
half of the patients actually
die there, others return home
when their symptoms are
managed. A doctor’s order is
needed for at-home or in-pa-
tient hospice care.

This is the first construc-
tion project for the nonprofit
organization since 2003, Al-
exander said. Partners In
Care serves Central Oregon
and has branch offices in
Redmond and La Pine. The
bulk of its efforts, however,
are with in-home or care fa-
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An artist rendering of the exterior of Partners In Care’s new 12-bed
in-patient facility, which doubles the size of its current space.

cility hospice services. On av-
erage, about 220 patients re-
ceive services at any point in
time. Hospice House is a 24/7
in-patient facility staffed by
medical professionals.

“It’s part of the complete-
ness of our program,” Alex-
ander said.

Sandy Garner experienced
this first hand when her hus-
band was transferred from
St. Charles Bend to Hospice
House. Garner was unable to
care for her husband at home,
and Hospice House served as
a great place for his end-of-
life care, she said.

The lifelong Bend resident
said that because of her expe-
rience she made a donation
to the campaign and joined
the Partners In Care board of
directors.

“It was a wonderful expe-
rience;” Garner said. “T just
couldn’t care for him myself
and there was someone there
to answer the questions.

“It was the perfect place for
him when we knew he was
going to pass.’

W Reporter:541-633-2117,
sroig@bendbulletin.com

Bus stops
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This is in part because in
the past it has been logisti-
cally difficult to get city ap-
proval to add something
like a bench, or a bus shelter,
Breault said.

But CET is hoping to
change that by amending an
agreement the agency has
with the city, Breault said.
The change could allow CET
to quickly improve more than
50 bus stops that are without
shelters or benches.

Of the roughly 200 bus
stops in Bend, about 100 have
benches or shelters, she said.

“Tm really excited because
it’s such a quick and easy fix
that makes the experience of
taking transit better;’ Breault
said.

Currently, if CET wants
to put in a bench or add a
shelter to a stop it needs to
get a permit to work in the
city’s right of way. The permit
process requires a site plan,
as well as traffic and safety
plans, which requires soft-
ware and staffing CET can't
afford to have.

The permit process could
take three to four months be-
fore a bench could even be
installed, Breault said.

“Inherently, a lot of those
necessary requirements to
just put in a bench deterred
us from doing so because
wed get stuck at the permit
office;” Breault said.

An amendment to the cur-
rent agreement, which allows
CET to work in the city’s
right of way, would allow
the transit agency to quickly
install benches and shelters
that have been sitting unused
in their storage for years,
Breault said.

“They take only 10 min-
utes to install,” Breault said.

Susanna Julber, a senior
project and policy manager at
the city, said the reason CET
currently has to go through
this permit process is because
the city only has one path
to allow construction of any
kind in the city’s right of way.

Conversations about mak-
ing the process less onerous
for the transit agency came
up when the city was working
with CET on renewing the
agreement, Julber said.

“We've continued to evolve
and look at our processes,’
Julber said.

Breault said she hopes the
amendment is approved in
the next few months.

W Reporter: 541-633-2160,
bisser@bendbulletin.com

IMMIGRATION REFORM

Biden plans early legislation to offer legal status

BY CINDY CARCAMO,
ANDREA CASTILLO
AND MOLLY O'TOOLE
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — During
his first days in office, Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden plans to
send a groundbreaking legis-
lative package to Congress to
address the long-elusive goal of
immigration reform, including
what’s certain to be a contro-

versial centerpiece: a pathway
to citizenship for an estimated
11 million immigrants who are
in the country without legal
status, according to immigrant
rights activists in communi-
cation with the Biden-Harris
transition team.

The bill also would provide
a shorter pathway to citizen-
ship for hundreds of thousands
of people with temporary

protected status and benefi-
ciaries of Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals who were
brought to the US. as children,
and probably also for certain
front-line essential workers,
vast numbers of whom are im-
migrants.

In a significant departure
from many previous immigra-
tion bills passed under both
Democratic and Republican

administrations, the proposed
legislation would not contain
any provisions directly linking
an expansion of immigration
with stepped-up enforcement
and security measures, said
Marielena Hincapié, executive
director of the National Immi-
gration Law Center Immigrant
Justice Fund, who has been
consulted on the proposal by
Biden staffers.

Project
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Although Powell submitted
a site plan to the city of Bend
in 2019, the company has not
provided city and state trans-
portation officials with an up-
date in more than five months.

A representative from Pow-
ell Development, did not re-
turn a message seeking further
comment.

Costco and Fred Meyer rep-
resentatives also declined to
comment, but explained the
plans are not immediate.

“We are excited about the
Bend market and we would
like to bring a new store the
North Bend area,” said Jeffery
Temple, director of corporate
affairs at Fred Meyer.

“However, we are unable to
provide a firm commitment at

this time”

Russell Grayson, Bend’s de-
velopment services director,
said Powell Development’s
plans are in a holding pattern.

City documents show plans
to develop 52 acres along U.S.
Highway 20 between Cooley
Road and Robal Lane. The
property would house Costco,
Fred Meyer and a senior living
facility.

“Our understanding is that
is still the main component of
the project, but again I cant
confirm or deny anything
on that because we have not
gotten an update in several
months,” Grayson said.

The last contact the city
had with Powell Development
was in August, when the city
agreed to build a road that
would connect Highway 20
and Hunnell Road to increase

access south of the proposed
development.

Powell Development still
needs to submit a master plan
and make additional agree-
ments with the city, Grayson
said. Until that happens, the de-
velopment is on hold, he said.

In the meantime, ODOT is
moving forward with its high-
way project. This spring, the
department will start accepting
proposals for design and con-
struction plans.

The project moves High-
way 97 on a new route north of
Empire Avenue and converts
the existing highway into an
extension of NE Third Street.
The new routes will split trav-
elers, who either want to con-
tinue driving toward Redmond
or remain in town and shop at
the nearby retail stores, Mur-
phy said.

“The current alignment be-
comes tentatively a city street,”
Murphy said. “That way folks
who just want to go there
would tend to avoid the new
alignment”

Miranda Wells, ODOT
manager for the project, said
increasing traffic congestion
and safety concerns was the
motivation behind the project.

Peak traffic counts at High-
way 97 and Empire Avenue
have reached nearly 60,000 ve-
hicles per day in recent years.
The highest traffic count re-
corded last year at the inter-
action was 57,552 vehicles per
day in August, according to
ODOT data.

“We've always known some-
thing needs to be done here;’
Well said.

W Reporter: 541-617-7820,
kspurr@bendbulletin.com

Ask a
Legal

Lindsay Gardner
Attorney at Law

Answer: Especially because you are
not married, it is important that you both
execute estate plans that provide for the

Professional
| REALESTATE |

Question:
unmarried. We have lived together for
years and share bank accounts. Neither
of us have an estate plan. What should
we do to protect the other’s financial
interests when the first of us dies?

My partner and | are
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Send your questions to:
Ask a Legal Professional - Leanna Williams

By email: Iwilliams@bendbulletin.com -
Or mail: P.O. Box 6020, Bend, OR 97708

permit?

Craig Edwards

Attorney at Law

Question: The City issued a permit for
a short-term rental in our neighborhood,
but our CCRs prohibit rentals of less than
30 days. Can | make the City revoke its

Answer: Not likely, because the City is
not responsible to apply, interpret, or
enforce neighborhood CCRs as part of
its short-term rental approval process.

We are pleased to welcome our new
Physician Assistant Julie Natoli to
our outstanding team.

Julie has a Master of
Science in Physician
Assistant Studies from
Rush University and
brings both medical
dermatology and
aesthetics to our
practice.
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See us at our NEW LOCATION!
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PETERS DERMATOLOGY CENTER
Gerald Peters, MD, FAAD, FACMS
Ann Reitan, MHS, PA-C ¢ Ericka Luckel, PA-C

541-323-SKIN (7546) » www.petersderm.com
2353 NE Conners Ave, Bend
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other. Oregon intestacy law provides for the distribution
of an estate in the event the deceased person lacked an
estate plan. Oregon intestacy law does not provide for a
romantic partner. Despite your commitment to each other,
you don’t have a right to any assets of your partner’s unless
you are named a beneficiary, it is jointly owned, or you are
named in the other’s estate plan. Therefore, if you jointly
own your bank accounts, you will become that account’s
sole owner upon your partner’s death. If you jointly own
your residence, the same is true. Otherwise, all other assets
will be subject to probate and distributed pursuant to a will
or, if there is no will, to the nearest heir at law, i.e. not you.

BRYANT, LOVLIEN & JARVIS, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
591 SW Mill View Way, Bend
541-382-4331
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But the City’s approval will not automatically allow the
applicant to use his/her property as a short-term rental.
You and other owners may take legal action to stop short-
term rental use if such will violate your CCRs. You may
do that collectively through a Homeowner Association, or
as part of a small group of owners, or individually. The
primary advantage of HOA enforcement is the sharing
of costs among members of the HOA. | recommend that
you and other interested owners consult an experienced
real estate attorney for an analysis of all the facts, and for
advice as to how to proceed if you want to enforce the
CCRs and stop the short-term rental use.

FRANCIS HANSEN & MARTIN, L.L.P.
Attorneys at Law
1148 NW Hill Street, Bend,97703

41-389-501
541-389-5010 y
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LONG-TERM CARE

Question: Can an Asset Protection Trust
be used in conjunction with Medicaid?

Answer: Assets that exceed the
resource limits for Medicaid long-term
care services are disqualifying. Rather
than having to spend down assets to the
allowable limits, the excess resources
may be “gifted” to an Asset Protection
Trust. By gifting the assets to the trust Medicaid will apply
a penalty period for the gifted assets. Once the penalty
period has expired long-term care benefits will then be
paid by Medicaid. Use of an asset protection trust can be a
great option in planning to protect assets from high long-
term care costs. | provide a no-charge review to help you
get you headed in the right direction.

Will Dennis
Attorney at Law

WILL DENNIS
Attorney at Law LLC

“Protecting Seniors and Their Families
from the High Cost of Long-Term Care”

438 NE Irving Avenue, Bend, OR 97701

541-388-3877 » wd@willdennislaw.com ) L

Establish Yourself )
as the
Leading Expert
in your Field!

Showcase your expertise
by answering questions from
our community. Providing
them with the place to go,
when they need a local
expert on their side.

Publishes on the 3rd Sunday
of the month, in the
The Bulletin and online.

To find out more,
contact Leanna Williams
541-617-7865

Iwilliams@bendbulletin.com
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