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Mr. Kennedy's assassination was not
civilized, but neither was Oswald's

Like a refrain, the past three
days, we have heard American and
world figures make one comment,
more than any other, about the
assassination of the late John F.
Kennedy. The commenl was one of
shock, that such an event could hap-
pen in “the most civilized country
of the world.” Tt was a shoek, one
we shall be trying to figure out for
years to come,

A young man named Lee Har-
vey Oswald was picked up by Dallas
police. He was charged with the
murder of the President, He was
charged with the subsequent—only
minutes later—murder of a Dallas
policeman who apparently sought
to question him about the shooting
of Mr. Kennedy:.

Oswald was taken to the Dallas
city police headquarters, He was
questioned there for nearly 48 hours,
During that time a web of circum-
stuntial evidence began to tighten
around him,

The rifle which shol the Presi-
dent was owned by Oswald. His
fingerprints were found upon it,
when it was located in the bullding
from which the fatal shot was fired.
He was seen in the building a half-
hour before the shooling, He was
seen in the building immediately
after the shooting, There were oth-
ers, but these were the main facts
which led Dallas police to place a
murder charge against him, He was
to be taken before a grand jury this
week,

At the request of the teevee net-
works, Oswald was held over Satur-
day night at police headguarters.
Plans were made to tuke him (o the
regular jall Sunday morning, after
the networks got all their affiliates
on the line, Out of an elevator he
came, with police officers obligingly
standing elear so the cameras could
whir away. Then the owner of a
striptease joint stepped up and oblig-
ingly saved Dallas police the trouble
of having to do any more work on

their case, He shot Oswald with an
illegal gun. Ironically, Oswald dled
almost 48 hours to the minute after
Mr. Kennedy, in a room only 10
fecl away,

Oswald, if he committed the
crime charged against him, deserved
no sympathy. There is little doubt
he either did it or was deeply in-
volved, And he had very little public
sympathy even before a transplant-
ed Texan, from Chicago, did away
with him,

But he was entitled to some
things, whether he deserved them
or not.

He was entitled to a trial, before
an Impartial jury, or as impartial a
Jury as could be gathered under the
circumstances.

He was entitled to representa-
tion by counsel of his choice, some-
thing he had not had at the time
he was killed, He was offered legal
assistance, but had been unable to
get the lawyer he wanted,

He was entitled to be taken be-
fore a grand jury, to have someone
other than investigating police de-
cide whether the evidence against
him was sufficient to hold him for
trial.

He was entitled to bring wit-
nesses before the court, witnesses
wha might help to establish what-
ever story he might have to tell.

Oswald, at his best, is not going
to look very good in history, Not
only was the case against him
sirong. he had once renounced his
American citizenship. He got into
fights sticking up for Fidel Castro,
not a lovable character to maost
American citizens, He was an
avowed Marxist.

But Dallas police, and the rest
of the country, don’t look very good,
allowing him to be shot down be-
fore he had his day in court. That
wits not very civilized. either.

Height of something or other

Ench year the proprietors of
Nieman-Marcus, a department store
In Dallas — surely you've heard of
Dallas — send their Christmas cata-
logue around the country, Each vear
the store seems ta try to reach hard
for a new height in conspleuous con-
sumption. This yvear it has hit the
hedght, in something or other.

This year's offéring is a home

teevee setup. It includes a home
camera, a videotape recorder, and a
Leevee-stereo combination set. To top
the whole thing ofl, the set bears
“a plague with the recipient's
name,"

The price?
H30,000,

Merry Christmas,

Mountain out of molehill

Some fuss has been raised in
recent weeks because of the refusal
of Freeman Holmer and his immedi-
ate boss, Governor Mark Hatfield, to
name Holmer's employer during a
short leave of absence from his state
job. Holmer said the employer was
a private company, and that the
business was his and that of the
company. Hatfield won't discuss the
matter,

Now comes Charlie Porter, the
gadfly from Eugene, to demand that
someone demand that Holmer name
his employer. Charlle, you can be
sure, has a partisan interest in the
metter, but It makes his query no
less proper 1o have such an interest.

Knowing Porter and his cohorts, one
can be sure this will not be the last
time the question will be asked, un-
less it is answered prompiiy.

Before Holmer and Hatfield let
Porter make a mountain out of their
molehill, Holmer should diselose the
name of hisx employer, It {8 not ex-
actly all private business. Holmer
was working for the state when he
took his leave of absgence. He re-
turned to state employment after
the short leave, There are rumors
going the rounds. that his in-be-
tween employver was someone in-
terested more in his state conse-
tions thun his tnguestioned. sdbty.

Two very old
men are next
in succession

By Lyle C. Wilson

UPI Staff Writer

Two very old men riding high
on the congressional seniority
system stand ready now 1o lake
over the White House if Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson should
not survive his' present term in
offiee,

The old men are Speaker
John W. MeCormack, D-Mass.,
72, and Sen. Carl Hayden, -
Ariz., 86, By lhe 1945 Congres-
sional Act of Succession, they
would succeed in that order to
the presidency If bath a presi-
dent and a vice presideat were
dead or unable to funciion.

The congressional  senjorily
system has done well by hoth
of these men, MeCormuck hos
heen in Congress 36 vears, Hay-
den 51. They acquired commit-
tee siatus and chairmanships
and finally McCormack became
head of the legislative branch
as speaker and Hayden was
clected president pro tempore
of the Senate. The senlority sys-
fem will accomplish about as
much for any congressman who
lives long enough. The system
is assailed for putting and keep-
ing in office as commitiee
chairmen, representatives and
senators  who  have oullived
their prime, who Lave become
impervious to new ideas, who
lack Initintive and reject the
popular will.

System Unsuitable

If the seniorily system Is an
fmproper method of selecting
congressional committee chair-
men, how much more unsuita-
ble may it be as & method for
selecting & president of the
United States? The present sue-
cesslon was  established  afler
Harry S, Truman succeedid
Franklin D. Roosevell as presi-
dent, At that lime the succes-
sion would have gone o (he
secrclary of slate if the vice
president had been: unavailable.

State secretary then was Fud-
wiard R. Stetlinius Ji., a for-
mer board ehiairman of U, S,
Steel Corporation who in 1040
had joined FDR's win the war
administration In a minor ca-
pacity. The thought of nn oul-
sidler succeeding o the presi-
deney and all of ils  political
powers was almost paralyzing
to the practicnl politicians of
the  Demovratic party,

The 1M5 succession act ook
care of that for future gencras
tions but did not much improve
the overall situation, It 15 no
reflecton on o pair of elder
statesmen to suggest thot their
ages lend o disqualily them
for the presidency. Neither is
It unfair 1o suggest that the
senjority. system §s o misfit al
picking the best men available
mn Congress to serve as presis
denl.

New President Choose

I those objections are valisd,
the Congress should do  some-
thing aboul correcting # bad
situation. One way would be by
constitutiondl  amendment ol
lowedd by legisiation. This would
enable o vice president who
supcceded a president In office
Lo name a successor vice presi
denl. The successor viee presi-
dent would be nominated to the
Senate for ratifleation.

Such a choice would be made,
of course, with the single e
in view of getting the best quale
ified stand-by man available to
become president i a vacancy
occurred. Presidentinl nominecs
usunlly pick thelr vice presi-
dential runping mates. The na-
Honal  conventions  dutifully
nominate them. President John-
san, you will remember, was
peculiarly John F. Kennedy's
¢hoice,

S0 why not permit a sitting
president o name his veep as-
socipte” Under the old system,
A president ]lit‘]u'\] his sevond
in line of suecession when he
nominated a secretary of state.
The cateh there is that the sec-
retary was picked to run the
State  Department  with no
thought of his fitness, in emer-
geney, to be president of the
United States

Barbs

We'll bet that about 10 per
eent ol the stuff stored in your
basement is worth saving

An Ohio man was held up
while the robber held a beer
bottle over his head. Encugh te
make the vietim mad as hops,

With fall ¢leani

lithe: here
the davenpost and the pano are
due 1o change places

One of the best uses for o

thrashing machine is when a bay
is sowing his wild oats.

PRIZE WINNERS

Five American
won the Nobel Pr
Mure. Four of these were men
2ad o woenan, Snclir lew
o, Digvm Crxell, Peak Pk
il Failkn anl Emest
BeuunugwaY.

President Lyndon B. Joknson has called
American politics 'art of the possible’

EDITORS NOTE: This is the

first of three dispatches on
the carcer of President Lyn-
don B. Johnson.

By Harry Ferguson
UPI Staff Writer

YASHINGTON (UPl) — Lyn-
don B, Johnson called politics
“the arl of the possible” and
he is a master of the arl.

There was a time when poli-
tics meant to him the care,
feeding and cajoling of his Tex-
s constituents, but in recent
vears Johnson has taken the en-
tire world as his arens of oper-
ations. He proved thal he can
chinrm a camel driver in Pakl-
stan with the same easy tech-
nique he uses on a farmer liv-
ing outside of Lubbock, Tex.
Presjident Kennedy used him
with greal elfecliveness as a
good will ambassador and trou-
ble shooter at a dozen spols
around the world.

Johnson is a single-minded
man. He talks politics, eats pol-
ities and thinks politics through-
out one of the most strenuous
working schedules maintained
by any men in the federal gov-
ernment, There are many areas
of American life about which he
has no curinsity and no knowl-
edge. He was on the West Coast
several years ago and somebody
suggested he might like to visit
# movie studlo and meel Lana
Turner,

“Who's Lana Turner?" John-
son asked, He wasn't making a
wisecrack.

Ne Time for Trivia

There Is no time' In his think-
ing and his activity to inform
himself about Hollywood and
its personalities. A close friend
said Johnson occasionally al-
lends foothall games in Texas

“But 1 doubt,” he added,
“whether Lyndon ever saw a
totichdown scored or knew ot

any given moment which team
was ahead, He usually was
leaning over to talk with some-
body in the raw ahead or turn-
ing to epgapge in earnest con-
versatlon with somebody behind
him."

When Johnson says polities is
“the art of Ihe possible’ he
speaks from a reservoir of
knowledge going back to 1932
when he first came to Washing-
ton as secretary to Rep. Rich-
ard Kleberg, owner of the King
Ranch in Texas. What he means
is that there is no point in knock-
ing your head against a stout
stone wall. You try to figure
out some way to find a gate or
climb over the wall. Don't waste
vour time oo the impossible.
Concentrale on the possible.

No Faith in Oratory

President Johnson puts small
faith in high-flown oratory as a
means of influencing peaple and
getling results. The nation s
unlikely to hear from his lips
such phrases as “‘the only thing
we have to fear is fear ilself”
and “ask now what your coun-
try can do for you, but what
can you do for your country.”
He puts great store in private
talks as opposed to public pro-
nouncements. Last Saturday he
gave an indication of how things
will be run in the White House
from now on when hie sat down
for an immediale chal with De-
fense Secretary Robert MeNa-
mara on {he pressing problems
of the moment

Johnson has a passion for in-
formation and is an excellent
listener, When he was a sena-
tor, he had on his office wall a
saying of his father: *When
you're lalkin', you ain't learn-
in" nothing"." His mind soaks up
information like a sponge and
he constantly is demanding
more, He wants everything
checked and rechecked. A story

about him—possibly exaggeral-
ed—is that he once asked his
assistant to find out the date of
the Army-Navy football game.

“The Navy says the game is
on Dee. 3, the assistunt re-
ported. .

*What does the Army say?
Juhnson asked.

Search for Information

This restless search for infor-
mation frequently pgoes on 8
hours a day. He never is far
from & telephone. He has one
attached o a tree in the back-
vard of his home in Austin, Tex,
and paces as he lalks, carrying
a long extension cord with him
He onee booked simultaneous
long distante calls in three ad-
jncent phone booths in an air-
port. When' he was in a hospi-
tal some years ago, & nurse was
asked how he was getling along.
“He would be gelting along
much better if we could take
the telephone out of his room.”
she said. “He has heen here
three days and already has
called Austria twice.”

Johnson was the most effec-
tive Senale leader of this cen-
tury, He knew when to turn on
the heat a#nd when lo use gen-
tle persuasion. 1t was said thut
there was hardly a man in the
U.5. Senale who didn’t owe
Johnson at least one small po-
litical debt, and he knew exact-
ly how and when to demand
pavment.

Johnson doesn't panic and he
doesn't scare ecasily. President
Eigenhower onee lore into John-
sor and the Democrats for not
cooperating enough in his legis-
lative program. Johnson made
a short and typical speech: *We
are not going to carry out in-
structions like a bunch of sec-
ond lieutenants.”

Next: A big day: FDR and the

Manhattan cocktails,

- Drawing to a close

Ecumenical Council making decisions in Rome
which will affect millions of world's people

EDITOR'S NOTE: The sec.
and session of the Ecumeni-
cal Council is drawing to a
close after making decisions
that will affect millions of
persens, The fellowing  dis-
patch is the first cof three,
summing up the council’'s ac.
complishments, reporting on
whal may be expected from
luture sessions, and assassing
the role ef Pope Paul VI,

By Louis Cassels

UPI Stall Writer

VATICAN CITY (LIPDH — On
i bright blue Roman day lust
week, a priest and a newsmon
stond outslde St. Peler's Basili-
ca and watched 2,000 colorfully-
garbed bishops pour through
Ils massive ifon doors at the
end of the davs meeting of the
Eeumenical Counell.

“No malter how often vou
see i1, its @ omoving spectacle,”
the reporter sald

o £ sajd the priest. *l
can never forget that  these
men are moking devisions that
will affeot Dundreds of millions
W peopl cenluries: 1o
comae.”"

He did ot ox tate. AL its
firdt sossion, fn the foll of 1962,
the Evumenical Council did not
pecomplish very much. Tt got
Bogedad down In emdles ate
osnd hod 1o grope s wi
fully 1o elfivient procedures

But the secomd session, now

deawing tv a close, has been
tremen fruitful. Tt has
completed action (m some proj-
ects, and initiated others. which
will lead to fa redching
changes not only in the inter-
nal Nfe of the Catholie Chureh
but also in its relatlopns with

ather religious bodies

Since they reconvened last
Sept. 29, e counell fathers
haye

—Finlshad work on a lengthy

wim document de-
SIgne t Catholic lnily
from silent spectators into av-
Hive participants in pohlie wor
ship. Among many other things,
it awthorizes uge of modern
languages instend of Latlp in
large portions of the Mass and

lituraical
af iy o

in  the administration of such
sacraments a8 baptism and
martipge. This document will
be finally approved | by the

countil and formally promulgat-
od by Pope at a public cer-
emony Friday

FLYING BATS

Bats can avold flving inlo
stacles in the dark because they
can hear echoes of the sou
as they botnce off objects
Those croatures can hear high
pitched I waves of aboul
0 vibriations per second

—Endorsed by an overwhelm-
ing majority a theological doc-
frine known in councll jargon
as “lthe collegiality of bishops™
which affirms that bishops have
a divine right to share with the
Pope in the government of the
wiversal church. This doctrine,
which has the [ull support of
Pope Paul VI, is intended fo
correet the emphasis on papal
supremacy which has charact-
ized Catholie thought since the
lzst  Ecumenical  Council in

1070, and to restore the much
more anclent concept of the
Pope as the head of the col

lege of hishops

Depun work on practical
measures  for enhuancing the
powers of bishops (and corres-
pondingly reducing the wvast
power now  exercised in the
name of the Pope by the Ro-
) I Proposals for de-
tion of church govern-
menl, eonsidered hy the fathers
in two weeks of sharp debate,
include the establishment of o
“senate of hishops in Rome fo
which national hierarchies
would send elected representa-
tives; The granting of real leg-
islative powers to national con-
teronees l‘f hl'-l.'--i'l'«'. \'!I‘h as ?hi!
U, S, Nationnl Catholic Welfare
Conference (NCWC)Y and an ex-
plicit eouncil stitem it lis-
Hopd possess not m stich
powers as the Vatican hiag dele-
gated to them, bul oll powers
of deeision which have not been
specifically “‘reserved” by the
Pape. The practical effect would
he fo greatly reduce the nume
her of matters that must he
referred to Rome, Voling on the
fdetails of this controversial doe-
ument was deferred until the
next council session.

Avproved the restoration of
the ancient order of deacons,
which goes back to the New
Testament, in areas where there
Is @ serious shorfage of priests.
Deacons, unlike priests, may he
murried men. They will be or-
dained clergymen, and will per-
n many of the functions of
1ests, but will not be author-

ized to celebrate mass or hear

ment whic
entirely

ia

h seeks to create an
'wclimate in Inter-
re It ‘reroonizes Uie
right of Protestant churches to
be regarded as Christian bodies
1n which the Holy Spint is auth-
entieally at work. It calls on
Catholics, from bishops to lalty,
to do all in their power to “'re-
mave obstacles” to Christian re-
ulon and to achleve greater
ual love and understanding
“separated brethren."
the Catholic Church ol-
on record, for the first
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time, in favor of religious -
erty for all. And it strikes a
hlow st one of the historic roots
of anti - Semitism by declaring
thiat the Jews must not be made
scapegoats for the cruelfixlon
of Chrigt, since the guilt for

that “'decide’ rests upon all
mankind., This  document
“ecumenism™ (ecelesiastival

slang lor the movement toward
Christian unity) was the last Lo
be taken up ot this session, and
voting on its provisions doubt-
less will await the next ses-
slan

These are only the hichlights
of the work accomplished by
the council fathers this [all
Many other things might he
mentioned — their overwhelr
ingly favorahle reception of a
doctment which emphusizes th
importance of the laity as
Christ's ambassadors to the res!
workaday world. . .approval of
a decress upholding freedom of
the press but calling for higher
moral standards in &l
af mass communications. . thelr
deciston, by a very close vole,
1o devole a single modest chap-
tor rather than a whole leneihy
document to exposition of Cath-
olie beliefs aboul the Vieein

But ‘even a partial listine of
the second sesslon’s ace Tish-
menis should make clear that
the Ecumenical Council is 1o
longer bogged down in talk

1t has begun to move, and it
seoms 1o be moving with a
might determination toward the
ponls of reform, renewal and
reunton which fired the heort
of Pape John XIT when he
called the council intp being.

Next: What may be expectod
from fulure sessions of fhe
council ).

Douglas-Home
to concentrate
on home front

By Phil Newsom
UPL Staff Writer

Notes from the [foreign news
cahles:

Britain's Campaign:

iritish  Prime Minister  Sir
Alex Douglas-Home has decided
to concentrate his government's
effort almost entirely on the
home front in preparation for
the general election next year,
British ambitions In the inter-
nntional scene are to he con-
siderably curtailed and no ma-
jor Hritish initiative is antici-
pated in the manths to come,
Home is sald to agree with his
top party advisers that the fale
of the election will depend pri-
marily on what happens on the
home  front in the coming
months, He plans to give his
[Foreign Secretary LA, Butler
a4 free hand to tackle foreign
pulicies with litle interference
from himself.

De Gaulle Dissatisfied:

Political gossip in Paris has
it that President Charles de
Gonlle is becoming disenchant-
ed with Premier Georges Pom-
pidou. He may make him the
seapegoat if the current save-
the « franc anti - inflation plan
flops. Politicos are mentioning
among possible successors Na-
tional Assembly President Jac-
ques Chaban-Delmas, 48, known
as a 150 per cent Gaullist, and
former Premier Edgar Iaure.
55, who has just completed a
suecessful seouting miszlon for
De Gaulle in Red China.

De Gaulle-Erhard:

Despite the friendly words ex-
changed hetween ' President De
Gaulle and West German Chan-
cellor Ludwig Erhard during
their Paris meefing, French of-
fieinls foresee some  increased
F'rench-German  tension before
the end of the year over com-
mon market farm poliey. They
say De Goulle found Erhard
evasive and unwilling 1o com-
it himgell firmly on the prob-
lem,

Red Tradoe:

The West Germans: are ex-
peted fo continue their carrent
drive to expand trade relations
with European  Communist
countries as a first step toward
o normalivation of relations, So
far, West Germany has conclud-
el agreements with Romania,
Poland and Hungary for an ex-
change of trade missions, In re-
vent weeks, Czechoslovakin also
nut ot feelers in the same di-
rection, The current drive rep-
resents povernment's  al-
tempt to bresk away [rom the
traditional policy of refusing to
liave any political contael with
governments which grant diplo-
malie recosnition to the Coni-

munist  regime in East Ger-
miny
Tokyo-Peiping:

The Japanese are hopeful of

persuading the United Stales
thal it is time lo reassess ifs
attitutle  toward  Commtnist

China. The Japanese are in no
lrry 1o exchange ambassadors
with Communist China—for one
thing this wonld sever thelr ties
witly Nationalist China, which
already are under & strain. But
the Japanese already are reviv-
ing  trade  with  Communist
China, and feel that trade and
other ‘relations can only grow
as time goes by.

BOUND OVER

BOISE (UPI) —=Nelson Wood-
row Hurd, 43, Eugene, Orc.,
liss been bound over to district
court on an armed rohbery
charge after waiving prelimi-
nary hearing in Justice Court
here

Justice of the Peace J. I.
Cromwell set ball at $3,000

Hurd was acecused of taking
$450 at punpoint from a Boise
supermnarket Friday.

The suspect was Laken infh

custody Saturday night.
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