'Suppose you could get up more
pressure?’

U. S. prices are remaining stable
in spite of cost of living index

Word from Detroit that base
prices for 1964 automobile models
won't be changed much serves to
emphasize a general price contra-
diction. Despite the current gain in
business activity, prices have stay-
ed on a relatively even level for the
past three years.

For automobiles it's been long-
er. This will be the fifth model-year
of price stability. Of course the au-
tomobile business, except for a few
post-World War II years, has al-
ways been a buyer's market, with
selling competition fierce, particu-
larly price competition. Detroit man-
ufacturers occasionally have taken
a wishful view of their buyers and
tried to ram high prices into them,
but the influx of cheap forelgn cars
and the ready acceptance of domes-
tic compacts appear to have made
believers of them at last.

Housewlives may dispute the
facts of price stabllity, for undoubt-
edly they are spending more at the
supermarkets, Dun & Bradstreet's
wholesale food price index by mid-
summer had reached its highest lev-
el since last December.

The rise in food prices also ex-
plains another apparent paradox.
The much-discussed Consumer Price
index at mid-summer rose 0.4 per
cent to a record 106.6 per cent of
the 1957-59 average, But this index
is heavily weighted with food and
service items on which, for special
reasons, prices have been rising. It
Is really a good index of the cost
of running a household, And, inas-
much as food accounts for 26.4 per
cent of total spending, the Impres-
sion is of prices trending generally
upward.

Throw In prices of industrial
materials and other commodities

and you'll find the total wholesale
price index, while reflecting season-
al dips and recoveries, staying just
above or just under the level of 101
per cent of the 1957-59 level since
mid-1960, except for a sharp dip
under 100 per cent in April-May 1961
and a briefer and gentler drop in
March-April of this year.

How long this price stability
will last is debatable. Already high-
er prices for clothing and [loor cov-
erings are predicted for autumn.
Trade-ins on new cars may be shav-
ed. Recent price boosts in some alu-
minum produects and on lead and
zing, following on the heels of price
rises in steel, could nudge consumer
prices and prices in general upward
before too long.

Ordinarily when business is
good prices rise. That's why the re-
cent stability is looked upon as a
contradiction,

The answer that business is
good but not as good as it could be
is facile, but the chronie rate of un-
employment bears it out. Another
answer is automation, which is also
widely recognized as a root cause
of the unemployment.

Manufacturers — and farmers
as well — have been able to save
their profit margins by cutting unit
production costs despite overall
higher labor costs, As one business
letter points out: “With capacity
of both farm and factory excessive
and competition mounting, the an-
swer to rising wage and fringe costs
has been greater productivity.” The
analyst predicts that price competi-
tion will continue to be brisk “unless
some new development oceurs to
provide fresh forward impetus to
overall business activity."” In other
words, until business gels even bet-
ter,

Betsy Ross at it again

Needle In hand, the majority of
American women may spend the rest
of the summer playing Betsy Ross in
accordance with the latest fashion
trend — longer skirts, After several
years of the short skirt craze and
many violent pledges of “never" low-
ering hems again, all the female set
will diligently do as the designers
tell them. Though the rumor of long-
er hem lines circulated before, it
seems fo be more than a rumor this
fall,

Some greet the news with seeret
sighs of joy and relief, No longer
will knobby-knees or piano legs be

s0 visible to the naked male eyve
Those women who would look good
in & barrel simply take the news in
thelr stride. Teenagers will do what-
ever their peers do.

Women are too style conscious
Over 800 million “sheep” will do
whatever is said to be the “latest
thing.” If a woman looks like n
homemade blimp In the newest
styles, she will be tempted and prob-
ably persuaded to purchase it It is
only a farfetched hope that someday
women will wear what Is most be-
coming to them, (This editorial act-
ually written by a woman.)

Bringing law and order

Try driving down Wall Street

behind two wavering bleyclists or

taking a leisurely walk across the
Drake Park footbridge without be-
ing knocked into the river — it's
becoming quite a challenge to Bend
cltizens,

Over 2500 bieyeles are register-
ed in Bend; it sometimes seems as
if all are on the street at the same
time. Although riders are supposed-
ly acquainted with bicyele reguls
tions, they continue to ride in post-
ed areas, wohble down busy streets
and sidewalks, and weave in and out
of lanes. Though bicyeles may hiave

only two wheels, they can cause
traffic problems.

Violators can be "arvested.” 1f
under 18 years of age, they are
turned over to juvenile court where
bikes may be Impounded or fines
issued. Citizens complain about the
hlt‘_\'l‘l[‘ riders, vet don't take the in.
itiative to issue reprimands them-
selves or turn names Into police

Arrest of a few riders, impound-
ing of their bikes, and eiting of in-
cidents might bring more order to
the two-wheeled world,

Nothing like
good crusade
to start day

By Dick West

UPI Staff Writer

WASHINGTON (UPI) — There
is nothing like a good crusade
to start the day off right.

Are you forming a commitlee
to make our highways safe for
water huffalo: Count on me tr
be a hlock chairman.

Need someons to solicit funds
for a campaign to rehablilitiate
wayward icebergs? 1l ring a
hundred doorbells before night.

Here of late, however, 1've
been having some trouble finding
worthy causes that I can identify
with, The new crusades 1've been
asked to join all seem lacking in
appeal,

Take this scheme to add o pre-
fabricated breakiast to the line
of frozen TV dinners. Some ex-
peris are predicting that it will
destroy the last remnants of
Western civilization.

I agree that a TV breakiast
will further weaken the [abric of
our society, but there are off
solting factors that deter me
from enlisting in the campaign
agoinst it

I have found that the alumi
num trays the meals come in
are just dandy for coloring Eas-
tor egis, )

It is much the same with an
appeal for help that 1 received
from William L. Hopper, crusad-
ing assistant city edilor of the
Greenville (Ohio) Advocate,

“My lofty position enables me
lo spread my influence to guite
a number of readers" Hopper
wrote, “but here may be a few
million readers outside my
sphere.”

Cut Away Untrouth

Therefore, he wurged that 1
draw upon my experience as a
crusader to help “cut away a
veil of untruth” that is being
draped across the nation in the
daily press

“This cancerons  fiction  that
hecomes more widespread each
day is the way that ‘the weather-
man" is used in papers from
coast to coast,” Hopper ex-
plained

His erusade is directed at news
slories which read: “The weath.
erman dumped  seven inches of
rain here last night before bring-
ing in 102-degree temperatures
today. For tonight and tomorrow,
the weatherman will bring hail
mixed with sleet, partly followed
by tornadoes,"

It is his contention that a
weatherman couldn't possibly
cause  such abrupt climatic
changes, In the interest of sclen
tific aecuracy, he says, such stor-
les should read: “The weather-
man, ote,”

It's another world

Summer passes

and teens dance

By Elizabeth Chenoweth
Sumumer's almost over!
we aecomplished anything?
There is less than a month of
summer left, and some of us
ke me) are just gelting ready
for jt. We sat down and enjoyed
the pleasure of doing practically
nothing worthwhile. Some of us
amused ourselves by seiting litle
goals, such as growing your fin.
gor npils or getling up carly (10
o'clock) every morning, but how
many of us have renlly nccom.
plished something this summoer?

I am not saying everyone has
heen lazy, but Iot's foace, it, it's
fun to sit down and relox after a
hard year of school

Now is the time to start doing
things again. Go out and get a
tan, read o book, eatech a man,
look for the job you said you were
going {o get

Remeniber, there's no time like
the present!

Have

The teenage danees at the mul-

I ration area in Jun-
rk have gone off well, They
have been organized and run by
teentagers with the help of Vin.
cent Genna and the parents who
have given their time to chaper-
ane the danves

It makes me and o lot of other
leenagers very happy and proud
o know that we wore able to do
this for ourselves. Il we can keep
up the good work, we will be able
to do other things as well az hav-
I or this reason we
{rom both the Jun-

need teena)

o High Senior High to sup-
port these dances. not only n go-
ik to them, but in ~\-r:|-.|ri-,,: ot the

diher commitiee to plan and get
ready for the dances. The more
leens that turn ot to work, the
legs work there will be for every:
r the dances
nited things that
lished by all teens
J furce

Well teons, let's do it
there and fight?

Get in

U.S. MAILS: WORLD'S BIGGEST BUSINESS (1)

More than two-thirds of all mail in
world processed by U. S. Post Office

By Harry Fergusen

UPY Staff Writer

WASHINGTON (UPD—="I could
easily do without the post office,'
wrole Henry David Thoreau. I
have nover received more than
one or Lwo letters In my life that
were worth the postage.”

Most Americans violently dis-
agree with Thoreau, n 19th cen
tury nature lover and philosopher
who once hroke off a conversa-
tion with the abrupt statement that
he had a dale to go commune
with a iree. Americans are the
world's greatest letter writers
and the United States Post Office
processes maore than twodhirds of
all the mail in the world.

Every working day the Post
Office delivers 180 million pleces
of mail—almost one for every
person in the nation. It ¢laims to
be the world's biggest business
with more than 500,000 em-
ployes and an annual budget of
$4.9 billion. That claim is cor-
rect in the sense that the Post
Office Department s engaged in
selling serviees nnd materials for
n fee, But the Defense Depart-
ment with an annual budget of
around $50 billion makes the Post
Office look llke a pygmy in the
federal structure. The difference
is that the Defense Department
isn't selling anything but is pri-
marily a buyer interested in the
security of the United States.

Most Commen Complaints

By and large the American
public and the Post Office De-
partment get along prelly well,
but there are irritations which
catise both to complain. The most
Immmun complaints from the pub-

les

—~The stamps don'l stick, or
they stick together in booklels
and rolls, The Post Office Depart-
ment s trying to solve this by
putting silicone treated inter-
leaves in the booklels,

—It takes longer for a letter to
get from the Bronx in New York
to Manhottan than it does for one
to get from Boston to the same ad-
dress, That happens, all right,
and for this reason: a clerk in
the Bronx Post Office makes a
mistake and losses the letter in
the West Side Manhattan slot in-
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stead of the East Side. But it's
fairly rare.

—The postman stuffs the mail
box with *junk mail." This is a
highly  controversial  question
which we shall examine in detail,
but & brief explanation is that the
Post Office Department merely
delivers the mail; it doesn’t ori
ginate {t. Congressional action
would be necessary to eliminate
“junk mail,"” and Congress itsell
is one of the worst offenders.

Delays In Delivery

—A letter sometimes will be in
transit for years. Example: On
April 8, 1923, a store in a Kansas
town mailed a letter to a man in
a Missouri village. On Aug. 30,
1962, the leller was delivered to
the man in Stockion, Calif. What
had happened was that on July
31, 1962, the letter was found un-
der the platform of a weighing
machine in the Migsouri village
post office where it had been for
39 years, Sometimes lelters slip
through cracks in the post office
floor and remain there until the
buliding is torn down or reno-
vated,

The Post Office Department s
reluctant (o eriticize the public,
but it does have some things to
chide us about:

— Last year there were 22,300,-
117 Americans who addressed let-
ters and packages in such crazy
fashion that nobody could read
them. All that mail ended vp in
the Dead Letter Olfice. The worst
part of it was that, not only was
the address illegible, but there
was no return address or if there
was one it, too, was unreadable,

— Americans are restless peo-
ple and 30 milllon of us change
arddresses every year, This makes
things tough for the Post Office,
bt they realize nothing can be
done about it and carry on Lhe
best they ean.

—Many people like to play
games with the Post Office De-
partment by simply  writing
“Bing' on an envelope and mall-
ing it. Thirly years agoe, when
the mail was nol so heavy, postal
employes had time to try to fig-
ure things out and usually the
“Bing" mall was delivered fair-
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ly quickly to Bing Croshy whn
was at the height of his radio
popularity. This is ealled *'puzzle
mail" and the Post Office wishes
you would stop it

Advertisers Are Problem

—~Advertisers are a  problem
when they send samples by first
class mall. Some of the things
sent through the mail are tops of
tin cans, nails (“nail down your
future with life insurance’"), tops
of soit drink bottles, bleaches and
detergents in thin cakes that look
like candy. Thess things make it
difficult for the Post Oifice to put
letters through the automatic
machines.

—Women estranged from their
husbands have a habil of taking
all their bills on the first of the
month, sticking them in an en-
velope carrying a five cent slamp
and mailing it to him. The five
cent stamp isn't enough postage
and the weight of the bills fre-
quently breaks the envelope and
spills everything,

—There is a heavy traffic in
newspaper reports about wed-
dings, deaths, promotions, debuts
and hirths, Many people try to
mail the whole newspaper instead
of clipping the item, thereby in-
curring & delay because of insuf-
ficient postoge.

Has Many Enferprises

I the Post Office Depariment
had nothing to do excepl plck up
and deliver the mail, life would
be casy and it would not inctr
an annual deficit of 208 million,
Bul it is in all sorts of enter-
prises: It is a glant delective
agency with 1,500 postal inspec-
tors in 400 cities; it registers 3
million allens each year; it dis-
tributes income tax forms and
census blanks; its rural delivery-
men take a census of wild life; it
Is one of the world's biggest aue-
tioneers of articles that eannot
be delivered; it is an enormous
bank selling postal money orders
and laking in postal savings ac-
cotints: it merchandises $3.5 mil-
lion a year worth of special
stamps lo philatelists,

(Tomorrow: Case history of a
letter: How it gets to its dest
nation.)

Missile removal from Turkey not part
of settlement of the Cuban crisis

son, had proposed that after Rus-

8y Drow Pearson

ISTANBUL — Very quietly, 60
Jupiter intermedinte range mis-
siles have been removed from
Turkey. They were placed hers
during the panicrush when we
thonght Russla was far shead of
us in missiles. They were remov-
ed last winter and spring. Some
crities claimed the removal was
part of a deal for Khrushehev's
pulling of Russian missiles out
of Cuba.

To get the dory and lo discuss
other Turkish - American prob-
lems I wenl to see Premier Ismet
Inonu at his weekend home on the
Sea of Marmora which looks out
on a stream of vessels plying be-
tween the Block Sea and  the
Avgenn,

Inonut, now 00, was an old mili-

tary buddy of Attaturk, the
George Woshington ol modern
Turkey, and served for twelve

vears as president after Attaturk
died. T had met him in Ankara
in 1951, when his parly with its
liberal, antl-church reforms had
been defeated, It came back in
1060 throtgh revolution, after the
Menderes opposition had put the
reading of the Koran in Arable
back on the radio, incrased the
power of Islamic priests, and loft
behind o trail of graft, some of
it Invalving U S, aid

Elder statesman Inonu, a small
dapper man, was neatly dressed
in o walsdcoat, though the day
was hot. He sipped hol tea, while
I drank lemonnde, during the in.
terview

After petting the premier’s view
of the test ban treaty, which he
favored, 1 asked him aboit the
removal of our Jupiter missiles
and whether it was linked with
the removal of Russlan missiles
from Cuba.

“1 heard that the question was
discussed during the Cuban eri-
sis,"” he replied. “But the United
States  government  stated  that
there was to be no bargaining re-
garding the removal of R
missiles and 1 have confiden
the wotd of the United St

“As [ar as our missiles are con
cerned, they were rempved on-
ly after careful consultation by
military of hoth  govern-
moents, who came to the conclu-
siofy that they had outlived their
usefulness and should be remov-
ed "

I pointed out that some Amweri
cans, among themt Adlal Steven-
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Cuban erisis, our missiles wore

sian were T d from
Cuba we should then have used
the removal of missiles from Tur-
key and Italy to bargain with the
Russians for helter relations.

*If there had been bargaining,”
1 asked, “would Turkey have un-
derstood i7"

The premier, a shrewd politic-
ian, recognized that this ques-
tion could gel him mixed up in
American politics, so he repeated,
in effect, his previous answer,

"“We heard rumors that the
question of hargaining had come
up," he said. “But we had alrea.
dy discussed the question of re-
moving our missiles, and we had
great confidence in the United
States that this was not a bar-
guining matter, Later, after the

Truck leasing
among bigger
growth items

By Jessa Bogue

UPI Staft Writer

NEW YORK (UP1) —Amomg
the bigger growth items in the
eapanding leasing industry today
is the leasing of trucks—all sizes,
general or specified design, in
in each part of this truck depend.
ent pation,

Revenves this year from lease
and rental are expected lo go
go over the $500 million mark, up
20 per cent from the $400 million
which the operstors chalked up
lust year. According to the Car
and Truck Leasing Association,
Chicago, leasing accounts  for
about 00 per cent of this figure,
the remaining 10 per cont comes
from renting

Generally, the lense agreemonts
eall lor use of vehicles for three
to six vears, Rental agreements
may call for use for a day, a
week or a month

Leasing company olficials sald
it is no mccident that business.

men e turned mare and more
0] g and rental of trucks
and abandoned In ingreasing num-
bers the ownership of fleels,

These even include trucking com-
panies themselves, They cite a
list of advantages in the leasing
practice

Major leasing companies, the
Hertz Corporation, Ryder System
Berman Leasing Company and
pihers sy that while part of thelr
rrowth evelves from increasad de-
for services from present
ors, it has come mainly
tew  customers, fresh “'re
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Most lessors will supply a
customer with specialited equip-
ment, refrigerated trucks, tank
tricks

r ed, in accordance witll our
previous understanding with the
United States. I want to make this
absolutely clear.”

Nole — My own Investigation
confirmed this — namely, that the
Jupiters were removed from Italy
and Turkey, and the Thors from
England, because they were slow-
firing, out of date, made their re-
spective countries sitting - duck
targots in case of war. Future
wars will be fought by long-range
missiles, direct between the USA
and USSR,
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Barbs

Bermuda shorls make it harder
to separate the men from the
boys.

Some apartment owners feel that
children should be seen and heard
somae place else.
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mer don't stop to think that office
collections are smaller because of
vacalions.

Prices being what they are, it's
easy for folks to cry at their awn
expense,
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British election
now expected
in spring, 1964

By Phil Newsom

Uil Staff Writer

Nates from the foreign news
cables:

British Elections:

Thee narrow margin by which
the Conservatives squeaked
through o victory in the Strat
ford by-election virtually has end-
ed speeulation that Prime Min
Ister Maemillan will risk a gen
eral election  this  fall. Thia
means the election almost cer-
tainly will come next spring, with
Maemillan gambling that a mild
winter will put voters in a good
moud, The near-disaster al Strat-
ford made no difference to Mae
millan's own position. He has out
maneuvered the young Turks whe
cought his ouster and pow will
guit only when he himself de
eides, With Parlisment in recess,
Maemillan will use the breathing
spell to prepare for the Conservas
tive party congress in October—
the only really threatening cloud
on his immediate horizgon,
Moscow Quiet:

The remainder of August is ex.
sected 1o be quiet in Moscow aft-
or the momentous events of past
weeks, ineluding the signing of a
nuglear test ban treaty and the
unsuceessiul Sino - Soviet talks.
Premier  Khrushehev's  trip to
Yugostuvin  will further  demon.
strate o Peking that the Soviet
Unfon has given up any immedi-
ate hope of reconeilistion with
the Communist Chinese, Khrush-
chev's  shsonce  [rom  Mopscow
menns that diplomatic asctivity
will miarck time until his return.
Expanded Contacts:

West Germany is expecled to
move rapidly in its campaign to
establish contacts with the Soviet
Unien's Kast European salellites,
Bonn's next goal is an agree-
ment to exchange trade missions
of ambassadorial rank with Com-
munist Hungary, as has already
heen agreed upon with Poland,
fjovernment sources say a West
German negotiating team will go
to Budapest next month to start
the bargaining.

Austerity:

Despite talk In Western Europe
about increased trade with Com-
munist China, the facts are that
there will be no torrent of West.
ern goods flowing into Peking,
The Chinese must pay for their
large purchases of grain from
Canada and Australis and after
that won't have much money left,
A British doelegation which staged
oan industrial fair in Peking has
come bock empty handed. The
Chinese  were  interested but
didn't buy. Japan may be in a

hetter position for Chineso trade
bepattse she can USe row smbeed.

als which ecan be shipped more
cheaply from China than {rom
the West,

Two firemen
hurt in blaze

PORTLAND (UPD— Two fire-
men were injured in a $75,000,
three-nlarm  fire which whipped
through the Stanley Drug Prod-
ucts plant herve Sunday.

Firemen Jim Timmons suffered
faeinl burns and Wes Knapp re-
ecived a back injury in a fall,
Neither was hospitalized.

Fire Burenu officials said the
fire apporently started in an over-
heated  dreyer, Firm  president
Stanley  Bachman said the loss
included phormaceutical raw ma-
terials ond records wvalued ot
£50,000, Damage to the bullding
was estimated ot 25,000,

VISITS TRADE FAIRS
WASHINGTON (UP1) — Cony
merce  Secretary Luther H,
Hodges will ba the U.S. repre-
sentative at threo Internotional
teade fairs in Europe next month,
Hodges will visit trade falrs at
Zagreb, Yugoeslavia, on Sept. 7, at
rmu, Crechoslovakia, on Sept. 9
al Barl, Italy, on Sept. 10,
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