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Earliest fairs in Deschutes area traced
to days when interior was one big county

By Phil F. Brogan

Bulletin Staff Writer

Even when giant Crook County,
created from Waseo in 1882, em-
braced virtually all of the inter-
lor country, the “west side' ol
the big county had its fairs,

Bul those [irst [airs were in
Lauidlaw, now Tumalo, not Red-
mond. In the little village (hat
onee aspired to be the metropolis
of Central Oregon and a rallroad
division _paoint, choicost produee
grown in the western part of big
Crook County was displnyed,

Not until 1920 was the agricul-
tural wealth of the new County of
Deschites disployed in Redmond,
after the 10yearold town hod
carlier served as host to the an-
mial potato shows, held each fall
when Netted Gems hod been ro-
maved  from  expanding  felds,
The fial patato show was in
1007.

The fivst Deschutes County Fodr
was held on Oclober 14, 15 and
10, in distont 1020, the year that
followed World War 1. As early
o 1918, preparations for the coun.
ly fair in newly created Des-
chutes county were made, when
incorporation  took  place  under
county fair laws

Land Obtained

In preparation for the annual
presentation of Deschutes County
Fairs, 160 acres of land were ob-
taingd ot the sputheast edge of
Roedmond. The acreage extended
across the eanal and highway to
the Redmond Golf Course of the
present. Since then, some of the
land along the railroad, over
which trains rolled south to Bend
in 1911, has been sold to industrinl
firma,

Quickly, the newly - acquired
lund took on the appearance of a
fadr ground, A pgrandstand was
erceted os early as 1920, with the
main exhibit building construct-
ed in 1922 A roce track was built
in 1019, and the first races, in
connection’ with the county fair
program, were held in 1920

Rodeos have been  held  since
1933, old timers recall, Chules
wore modernized In 1946,

Take Active Part

Lver since carly years, Warm
Springs Indians have taken an
aclive part in the county foirs
They came to pick polatocs, then
touk titme out to visit the foirs and
join in the programs, Rodeos fur-
ther interested the people from
the Warm Springs country, neross
the Deschutes River from the Ma-
dras arca

County fairs #l Redinpnd  in
early yeors were held about the
time the potato harvest was get-
ting woll under way, generally
early in October. Frost literally
was on the purnpkin in those days,
when produce was brought from
the fields, to be displayed in the
bigg aprigultural building

As early as 1925, the Deschutes
County Fair Board and the As-
sociation found it necessary Lo
enlarge and modermze the fair
grounds plant. In that year, the
board obtatned a lonn of $4,500
from a bank in The Dalles, to
provide for the needed enlarge-
ment. Fifteen Redmond men act-
ed ns individunl signers. Event
ually the bank was sold and the
loan was called in. Eleven of the
original 16 men finally had (o
pay off the loan — the others had

either died or moved from the
community.
Money Problems

In the hard times of the 1830s,
the fair again faced money prob-
lems. The American Legion. took
over operation of the fair for sev-
eral yeors.

A colorful feature of the annual
fairs, the huckaron breakiasts,
dote to 194, HEouipment to pre-
pare and serve the meal was ob-
tained, on a loan, from the Red-
mond Air Base, thon commanded
by Majir Vitnson, now of Prine
ville, All eguipment was return-
ed — with the exception of a
knife, thol was lost

Backyard chefs
get safety tips

BOSTON (UPII — Backyard
chefs are warned not to barbecue
themselves olong with the steak.

Burn casunltics among  both
cooks and consumers are fre-
quent and sometimes serlous, ae-
cording to the Naotional Fire Pro-
legtion Association, a non - profit
safely group

The association sugpests these
precantions for the outdoor cook-
ingt season:

— Handle all starter uids with
care.

— Never add any kind of flam-
mahle liquid to an already-burn-
ing fire

— Nevor use pasoline as o stort-
er

— Keep containors holding
slarter liguids far from the fire

— Keep youngsters ab a safe
distance.

DON'T MISS THIS YEAR'S EXCITING

DESCHUTES CO. FAIR!

DESCHUTES
ONCRETE PRODUCT

RAILROAD BLVD.

548-2521

% New Distributors For KAISER
ALUMINUM CULVERT PIPE

% Quality concrete pipe
% Pumice and cinder and comcrete blocks
% Concrete headgates
w Special customdesigned castings

A-100 Latex

HOUSE PAINT

SHeRyN - WILLAWS

SWP
HOUSE PAINT
ONE coar wHITE

FOR woop surPAcE®

You get extra years of beauty and protection with
Sherwin-Williams House Paints. Less frequent repaint-
ing saves you money. Their superior quality and dur-
abllity have been proved on homes in all climates,
Whether you choose famous SWP* House Paint or
the amazing new A-100* Latex House Paint, you are
getting the very best house paint it's possible to buy.

Ask us which typa is best for your home.

*Trade Mark

FOR KITCHEN AND
" BATHROOM WALLS,
WOODWORK, CABINETS

KEM-GLO ‘e

SHERWIN-WILUAMS

SUPER KEM-TONE

Givas You More

* Mora coverage
por gallon

* More durabllity

» Easlar than
ever to use

Sherwin-Williams Paints Are Available
At The Following Central Oregon Dealers:

BEND
Cecil's Supply
Bend Supply
REDMOND
Chamness Glass & Paint
CULVER
M & R Hardware
MADRAS

Mc Caulous
Uptown

P [

@8 SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

PRINEVILLE
Berry's
SISTERS
The Sportsmen
LAPINE
LaPine Highway Center
GILCHRIST
Gilchrist Food Market

CRESCENT
Mick's Trading Post

YOUR BEST BUY...

382-3451
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