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The word “saint™ conjures wp
in most minds the image of a
gentle, pious, unselfish person to
whom g comes as natur-
ally as breathing.

But the church calendar con-
tains the names of many saints
who just don't fit that sterectype.

For exnmple, Thursday, July 25
was the feast day of St James
the Greal.

The New Testament has quite
a lot to say about this fellow. And
it depicts him as a very ordinary
human being, with a tendency to
be wain, ambitious and hottem-
pered.

He was the son of a fisherman
named Zebedee, who lived In the
town of Capernaum, and operated
a flest of fishing boats on the
Sea of Galillee

James had a brother named
John and two close [riends named
Simon and Andrew, who worked
with him in the fishing business.

Jasis scoms Lo have had a par-
ticular affection for Simon, whom
{He renamed Peter, and for the
two brothers, James and John
The New Testament records that
He chose Peter, James and John
to sccompany him on several spe-
cial occasions, including the last
[night In the Garden of Gethsem.
ane, when He waited for His ar-
rest and crucifixion.

Didn't Change Immediately

Close assoclation with Jesus did
not change James overnight into
a gentle and unselfish soul,

Once, when the people of a
Samaritan village gave Jesus a
discourteous reception, James lost
his temper and wanted to call
down fire from heaven to wipe
out the whole village.

Jesus rebuked James severely
\for this proposal, and reminded
’him that “The Son of Man
came not to destroy men's lives
but to save them."

Laler, to rub In the lesson with
a little pointed humor, Jesus gave
James a nickname: "'Son of Thun-
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broken one day by the arrival in
Capernoum of a young itinerant
preacher names Jesus of Naza-

speaking from first-hand informa-
tion, rather than quoting out of a
book. He was the most alive and
compelling person who had ever
come to Caparnaum, and the four
young fishermen were greatly at-
tracted to him.

One day, Jesus walked down to
the shore where the four [isher-
men were at work.

“Follow me," he said, “And 1
will mnke you become fishers of
men.”

African move

pendence  negotiations  between

his brother went to Jesus private-
Iy, and tried to extract a promise

His throne. They were still think-
ing, as all of the Apostles per-
sisted in doing despite Jesus' ef-
forts to teach them otherwise,
that He had come as an earthly
messiah or king,
Jesus Rebuked James

Again Jesus had o rebuke his
friend, and as always, he used
the occasion to teach a posilive
lesson,

“You know that those who are
stipposad to rule over the Gentiles
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