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The Oregon Code of Ethics for

Journalism
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Written by Colin Dyment, Dean of College of Literature, Science and the Arts, University of Oregon, at the Request of the State Editorial Association,

FREAMBDLE

UNot only all arts and sclences at all actions
directed by choleo alm st some  gomd,™
= Apistotle, Nchomachesn Ethides, 1:0,

We belivye In the teaching of the great ethicists (hint n
grnernl  state  of happiness  and  wellsbelng s attalnable
throughout the world; and that this state Is the chilef end-
Insview of sockety,

W recognlee an lostinet In every goad man that  his
utternpnces and his  decds should make a reasonable and
vontinuous condribution toward this wliimate stale, In the
possiblitlity of which we rellerate our bellef, however remots
It may now seom.,

We belleve that men collectively should also follow the
principles of practice that gulde the ethical individual,  For
whateser purpose met are assochated, we bellove they should
cileasor to make the reasonable and continuous contribution
that distinguishes the ethloal man,  Anid sl the ageocies and
Instrumentalities  employved by men, siogly or collectively,
should be based upon the best ethical practice of the tme, wo
that the endednaview of soclety may thereby be hastened,

Of all these agencles the printed word is most widely
diffased and most powerful.  The printed word bs the siogle
Instrument of the profession we represent, and the estent o
which it Is shaping the thooghits and the conduct of proples
Is measurcless,  We therefore pronounce the cthilcal responsis
bithty of Jouwrnalism the greatest of the professional responsi-
Bilitles, anid we deslre o accept our respansibility, now  and
hereafter, to the atmost estent that Is eight and reasonable
In our respective clroumstanoes,

Aveordingly we adopt for our guldance the following
codle whitch shall be known as the Ovegon Code of Ethies for

dournalisin,
L

SINCERITY; TRUTH

The foundation of othical jJournallsm is sincerity,  The
sincere Journalist will be honest allke In his purposes and
In his weltings, To the best of his capacity (o ascertaln
truth, by will always be truthful, Tt s his sttitude toward
truth that distinguishes the cthileal from the unethical writer,
It is naturally not possible that all wrelting can be without
error; but it can always be without deliberste error.  There
Is no place In Journalism for the dissembler, the distorter,
the prevarleator, the suppressor, or the dishonest thinker.

The first section of this code therefore provides that we
shall e continuously sineere in professional practice; and
sincerity as Journalists means, for example, that

We will put aceuracy above all other consbderations
In the written word, whether editorial, advertisement,
article or news story.

We will Interprot accuracy not merely as the absence
of actual misstatement, but as the presence of what-
ever In nevessary (o prevent (he reader from making
n false deduction,

In an ethical sttitude toward truth we will be open
at all time to convictlon, for the sincere journnlist,
while fearless and firm, will never be stubborn; theres
fore wo will never decline to hoar and conshiler now
evidence,

It new evidence forces a change of opinlon, we will
be as free o the acknowledgment of the new opinlon
as In the witerance of the old,

We will promote o similar attitade In others toward
truth, not mking or permitting employes to write
things which as sincere Journalists we would not ours
welves wrlte,

1L
CARE; COMPETENCY; THOROUGHN KESS

Tnnccuracy In Jowrnalism s commaonly due more (o lack
of mental equipment than o willfulness of atthade,  The
Weequipped man cannol be more competent as # Jouroalist
thun he can as a doctor or engineer,  Glven an ethical attl-
tuile, the conteibution that each Jouwrnalist makes 1o his com-
munity aud to soclety s nearly in ratlo to his competency.
We regard Journalism as a precise and a learned profession,
wndd Bt s thevefore the second part of (his code that:

By study and inguivy and observation we will con.
stantly aim (o nprove ourselves, so that our writings

miy be more suthentle and of greater peespective and
mure conduciyve to the soclal good,

Weo will consider it an cosentlal In those we employ
that they not mercly be of ethical attitude, but res-
sonably cquipped to carey out their deals,

Wo will make eare our devotion in the preparation
of statements of fact and o the utterance of opiolon,

We will advocate In onr respective communithes the
same  thoronghness, sound preparation  and  pride  of
ceaflt that we owrselyves desice in ourselves, our cm-
ployes and our associntes,

We are aceordingly the active enemies of superficial
Hy and pretense,

JUNTICE, MERCY: KINDLINESS

Liberty of the press ls, by constitution, statute and cus-
tom, greater In the Unlted States than anywhere else in the
worli,  This Hberty exlsis for our press so that the liherty
uf the whole prople may thereby be guarded. I so happons
that nt times the liberty of the press s exerclsed as license
to infringe upon the rights of groups and of individuals:
becmuse custom  amnd  law  have brought sbout certaln  im-
tnities, It happens that in bhasie or zeal or malice or in-
difference, persons are unjustly dealt by, Yet the freedom
of the

uf the

iress should at all times be ecaerclsed as the makers

onstitution and of the statotes, and the prople thems-
selves through their tolerance, have Intended . The repus
tations of men and women are sacred in onture and pot 1o
b torn down lightly, We therefore pronounce It appropriate

to include in this code that:

We will not make “privileged utterance” a cloak of
unjust attack, or splteful yenting, or carclessness In
Investigation in the cases of parties or persons,

We will aim 1o protect, within reason, the rights of
Individuals mentioned in public documents, regardless
of the effect on “good storles™ or upon editorial policy,

We will deal by all persons alike so far as Is huo-
manly possible, not varying from the procedure of any
part of this code because of the wealth, Influence or
personal situation of the persons concerned; exscept as
hereinafier provided.

It shall be one of our canons that mercy and kindli-
ness are leghtimate considerations In any  phase of
Journalism, and that if the public or soclal Interest
soemi o be best concerned by suppression, we may
suppress; but the motive in sach instances must al-
ways be the public or social interests and not the pers
sonal or commercial interest,

We will try so 1o conduct our publication, or to
tHrect our writing, that justice, kindliness and mercy
will characterize our work,

I,

MODERATION; CONSERVATISM; PROPORTION

Kinee the public takes from the journalist so great a pro-
portion of the evidence upon which it forms its opinions,
obviously that evidence should be of high type. The writer
who makes his appeal to the passions rather than to the
Intellect s too often Invalld as m purveyor of evidence be-
eause his facts are out of perspective. By lmproper emplinsis,
by skillful arrangement, or by deviees of typography or
rhoetorle, he causes the formation In his reader’s mind of une
sound opinion. This practice Is gquite as improper and fros
Through

this code we desire to take a position against so-called scensa-

quently is more harmful than sactual prevarication.

tonal practice by aceoptance of the following canons:

We will endeavor 1o avold the injustice that springs
from hasty conclusion in editorial or reportorial or
Interpretative practice.

W will not overplay news or editorial for the sake
of effect when such procedure may lead to false de-
ductions In readers' minds,

We will regard accuracy and completeness as more
vital than our being the fiest 1o print,

We will try to observe due proportion In the display
of mews to the end that inconseguentinl matter may
not seem o take precedence in social importance over
news of public signiticance,

We will In all respedis In our writing and onr pub-
Hshing endeavor 1o observe moderation and steadiness,

Revcognizing that the Knleidoscople changes in news
tend to keep the publle processes of mind at a supers
flelal level, we will tey to malintain a vews amd an
oditorial policy that will be less ephemeral in s ine
fluence upon social thought.

V.

PARTISANSHIF; PROPAGANDA

We belleve that the public has confidence in the printed
word of Journallsm In proportion as it is able to belleve in
the competency of journalists and bave trust in thelr mo-
tives, Lack of trust In our motives may arise from the
suspicion that we shape our writings to suit non-social in-
terests, or that we open our columns to propaganda, or both,
Accordingly we adopt the following professional canons:

We will resist gutside control in every phase of our
practice, believing that the best interests of soclety
require entire imtellectual freedom in journalism,

We will rise above party and other partisanship in
writing and publishing, supporting parties and isspes
only so far as we sincerely believe them to be In the
public interest,

We will not permit, unless in execptional cases, the
publishing of news and editorial matier not prepared
by ourselves or our staffs, believing that original mat-
ter Is the best answer to the peril of propaganda,

VL
PUBLIC SERVICE AND SOCIAL POLICY

We dispute [he mayim sometimes heard that a news.
paper should follow its constituency in public morals and
policy rather than try to lead it. We do not expect to be
s far ahead of our time that our policles will be Imprac-
ticable; but we do desire to be abreast of the best thought
of the time, and if possible to be its guide. It s not true
that a newspaper should be only &s advanced in its ethical
atmosphere as it conceives the average of its readers o be.
No man who Is not in ethical advance of the average of his
community should be In the profession of journalism. We
declare therefore as follows:

We will keep our writings and our publications free
from unrefinement, except so far as we may sincerely
believe publication of sordid details to be for the
social good.

We will consider all that we write or publish for
public consumption in the Llight of {ts effect on social
policy, refraining from writing or from publishing if
we belleve our material 1o be socially detrimental,

We will regard our privilege of writing for publica-
tion or publishing for public consumption as an cn-
terprise that is social as well as commercial in characs
ter, and therefore will at all times have an eoye against
doing anything counter to social interest.

We belleve it an essentinl part of this policy that
we should not be respecters of persons,

VIL
ADVERTISING AND CIRCULATION

We repudiate the principle of “letting the buyer beware."
We cannot agree to guaraotee advertising, but we assame
a definite attitude toward the advertising that we write,
sollcit or print. We believe that the same canons of truth
and Justice should apply in advertising amd circulation as
we are adopting for news and cditorial matter. We there-
fore agree to the following business principles:

We will cooperate with those special agencies whose
business it Is to raise the ethical standard of adver
tising,

We will discourage and bar from our columns ad-
vertising which in our belief is intended to decelve the
reader in his estimate of what is advertised.  (This
clause Is lntended to cover the many phases of fraud,
nud unfair competition, and the advertising of articles
that seem likely to be harmful to the purchaser's
worals or health,)

We will not advertise our own newspaper or lis ele
culntion boastfully, or otherwise in terms not In hars
mony with the clapses of this code of ethics, (This
is Inteaded to cover misleading statements to the
public or to advertisers as to whole number of coples
prioted, number of paldap subscribers, number of
streo! sales and percentage of local circalation,

We will not make our printing facilities wvallable
for the production of advertising which we belleve to
be socially harmful or feandulent in fts intent,

To the foregolug code we subscribe heartily as o part
of our Jduty to soclety and of our belief that the salvation
of the world can come only through the acceptance and
practice by the people of the world of a sound and prac-
ticeal ethival philosophy.

THE BEND BULLETIN IS A MEMBER OF THE STATE EDITORIAL ASSOCIATION AND SUBSCRIBES TO THIS CODE OF ETHICS.
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