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i CHAPTER VIII,

r The Dawn of Deeper Interest,

It tenind bin skill ax & bostman to
locute the exact spol sought amid that
Floom, yot he fonlly sttalned to It
closely anotigh mo 1 was able 1o got
ashore, wadlng nearly thigh deep in
water and mud, but only to learn that
the hiont, which I had provislioned enr
Her In the evening, had diseppeared
from It mooripgs. No triee of It
could be found In the darkness, sk
though I dovoted wevernl minutes to
the senreh, To my mind thiv was Ppon-
Itive evidence that Peto had returned,
accaipunied by the two frightened
woinen, and that, Annlly despairing of
my neeival, had depirted with them up
the river.  To all probnbility we wonld
overlinul the party hefore morning,
cerininly before they could nttaln the
mauth of the Ninols, 1 mede my way
buck to the Keelhout with thig Infors
mation, aud the mborlng engine bogna
to chng evenn while | wan briefly -

piaining the struntion to Rene,  Bhe
Yistoned nlmosi weprlly, asking bat
Tow guew fons, and Iwith of us sooR

lapaed Into shence, A little Inter she
bad plllowed her head on her arms
andd apparently had fallen asleop

I must have dozed mysell us ‘he
hones passed, slthough hardly awere
of dolng sa, Tt was falnt and Ay, »
premise tnore than a realization of ap-
profching day, yel alresdy syibelent to
aftord me view of the shore n! asur
right and (o reveal the outlines of a
shinrp polnt of land ahesd Jutting Ivin
the atreamn. The mial ricing from off
the water n vaparous elouds ol sed
all else, rendering the scene welrd snd
gnfamiliar, It was Indeed & desolyte
view, the pearby land low, and with
out verdure, n many places ovees
flowed, and the river liself suifen and
sngry, Ouly that distant polnt ap-
peared elearly defined and real, with
the slowly hrightening sky beyond, 1§
eniteavored (o froase myself fram stg-
por, rubhing the sleep from my eyen
Hene had changed her posture, but
sttt slumbered, with face completely
econcesled 1o her arins . hut Kam was
witde awake and turned foward me
grinning, at my frsl movement,  In-
sinetively | liked the fellow—he ap-
peared  both  Intelllgent  snd  irust-
warthy,

“Daylight, Is 1Y | sald, speaking
low o as hot to swaken the girl, “1
must have besn asleep”

“Yan, snh; yer's bin a-noddin’ fer
de 1nn’ hour. Ah wus ‘hout ter atir yer
up. sah, fer Ah reckon as how we's
moa’ dar.”

“Most where?™ stariir ahout Incred-
wlously, "k, yes, Rassuer erosk,
Have we made that distance siready ™

“Wal, we's hin m-goin' ot & mighty
good galt, mah. Bhe ain't done fooled
pone. on me all dis night.,” his hand
Iald lovingly on the engine. “Nebber
kKicked up no row o bo kiod-—just
chug, chug, chug right ‘lang, "Pears
Hie she sorter know'd dis nigger hed
ter git away, Enyhow, we bin movin'
long now pight smart fer ‘bout four
biours, an' WMassoper oreek n  Jost
round dar plint yonder—Ah's mighty
stiree ob dat, sab."”

He was right, hut it was hroad day-
Hght when we reached there, T cust-
vrn sky a glorious erimson, and the
gl sitting up staring at the brilliant
colaring as though It pletured 10 her
the opening of n new world, The pas
page of a few hundred yards revealed
the mouth of Hassuer creok, B Dnrrow
but sluggish stream, so crooked and
etcrimeld upon hy winuln as o
be practieally Invisible from the cen-
tor of the river. The waler was nol
yot fortunntely  proved  suf
clontly so far our purpose, although
we were obliged 10 hoth pole aod
paddie the boat upwarnd against the
slow current, and 1t required an hour
of hard Iabor to ploce the cralt safoly
hosond the first beadd, where It might
e roughly concealed by the interven
ing fringe of trees, Here we made
fart to the bauk.

I nsslstisd Rene ashore, and alded
her to climb 1o 8 higher level, carpetod
with grass, The broad river was in-
visitle, but we could look. diseetly
down upon the boat, where Sam was
aireaidy busily rummeging theough the
loe kors In penreh of something to eat,
He came ashore presently, bearing
sowe corn pone und o goodly portion
of Jorked boef, Deciding it would be
better not to nitempt & fire, weo divided
thin nnd made the boest eal possible,
weanwhile discassing  the  sltuation
unew, and planning what to do next,
The negro, sented wt one side alone
upan the graws, said Hitle, beyond re
pying to my questions, yet seareely
onee removed his syes from the giel's
face,  He soemed unoble to grasp the
thaught that she was petunlly of his
roce, o runawny slave, of permit his
tongue ta uiter nny words of equality.
Indeed 1 could not preveat iy own
glunce from belng constuntly attraeted
in ber divection alss, Whatever had
been her wental strailn and angulsh,
the long hours of the night hud la no
nnrked degree diminished her beauty,
To me ¥he appeired even younger ol
more alreactive than In the dim gluve
of the lnmplight the évening before;
and this in spite of # wenriness In her
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,Ayed and -the Jassitude of her manner.

Bhe emoke bhut Hitle compelling ber

melf (o eat, and pesuming a choerfyl
ness 1 was sure she was far from fesl
ing. It was clearly evident heor
thoughin were elsewhers, and Oually

Her Eyes Met Mine, and Endeavored
a Gmile.

the convietion came to me that, more
thun all else, swhe desired (o be alone,
My eyen songht the outlines of the boat
Iving In the stream below,

“What is there forward of the cock-
pit, Bam ¥ I questioned, *

“A cabin, sah; “taln’t so awful big,
bt Massa Donaldson be uster aléep
dar off an' on"

“The young Indy could rest (here
then 1"

“Sure she cud, "T'was all fixed up

fine safore we leff %1, Loues. AN
shaw yer de way, missug'

Ehe ruse to her feet rather eagerly,
nod with ene hand  resting
paninst the trunk of & small troe, Her
eyes met mine and endeavored &
wmile

“I thank you for thinking of that”
she sald gratefully, *“I=1 really am
tired, sod—and it will be rest just o
be alone, You-—you do not mind W
I go?

“Certninly not. There is nothing for
any of us to do but just take things
eany untll night™

“And then we are to go on up the
river?

“You. unlems, of course, something
should oceur during the day t6 change
oar plan. Meaawhile Sam and | will
take turns on guard, while you can
remain andisturbed.”

I watched the twe as they went
down ihe wteep baok together and
Sam holped her over the rall lnto the
corkplt. The negro left the door open
and returned slowly, clambering up
the hank,

“Cuse me, sah” he sald clumasily,
as he paused befors me, rubbiog his
head, his eyes wandering below, “Did
Al hear right whut yer sed Ins' night,
‘bout how dat young wWolman wWas o
nigger, & rannwny from Massa Kirhy?
Pears ke Ah don’t Just seem fer ter
glt dat right In my head, sal.”

“That 15 the truth, Sam., although
It mppears quite as linpossible to me
ns to you. She hax the hiood of your
race Ip her velns, and s legully =
slave”

“An' now she done blong ter dis
yore Mawsn Kirby 7

“Yes, he won ail the Beaucalre
property, lnclnding the siaves, in o
poker gawme, on the river, the night
Bennealre died”

“Ah done heerd all "hout dat, sah,
An' yer nebhor know'd dis yere girl
afore ot all?

“No, 1 never sven saw her. 1
chanced to hear the story aml went
to the house to warn them, us no one
olve would, T wax too lnte, and no
other course was left but to help her
escape. Thut s the whole of 10"

He axked sowveral other questlons,
but &t last appeaced satisfied, and
after that we diseussed the gaard duly
of the day, both agreelng it would not
be safe for us o permit any possible
pursilt to pass by us up the river un-
seon.  Sam professed himself as une
wearied by the night's work und will-
Ing to stand the frst watch, 1 lay
down In the tree’shade, and must
have fallen asleap almost humedintely.
1 do not know what aroused me, but
I tmmsdlately sat upright, startled
und Instanily awuke, the first object
confronting me belng Sam on  the
crest of the opposite rvidge, eugerly
heckoning me to Join hiwm, The mo-
ment he was assured of my ecoming,
and without 80 much as uitering a
word of explanation, he vanlshed
Into the shudow of the womls,

I crossed the ravioe with reckless
huste, clumbering up the opposite
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bank, and sixty feet beyond suddenly Hgnorant of what wax bhefore us, =oun

enme into view of the bhroad expanse
of water. Scarcely had 1 glimpsed this
rolling flood, sparkiing undor the
sun's rays, when my gose turned up-
stream, directed by an excited gesturee
of the negro, Less than a wile away,
Its rapldly revolving wheel churning
the water Into fonmn in ceaseless battla
againat the enrrent, was a stenmbont,

ceptible on the upper dock, 1 starwd
ot the apparition, scarcely . compres

| outh of rhe Hinats aod turoed our

|

either on water or land; all was= fors
A number of moving flgures were per- [ lorn and dead, a vistn of utter deso-

“Yer hetinh stoop down more, sah,”
Bam urged, “Fer sum o dem fellars
might see yer yot. Ah nebbher heerd
nuwthin' ner snw  ne smaoke 1 whe
g -puiMin ‘rotind de end o' dat p'int
Ah ®adn't dare go for yor (hon, sah,
for fear dey'd see me, s Ah  Jun'
not'arly lay ulnwﬂ yera an' wutehoed
her go bhy" !

“In It n government bont " |

“Ah reckon mnyvhe ; leastwise thar's |
n houp o' sojers abonrd her—rog'lnrs, |
Ah reckonn, fer dey's nll In uniform,
But everybody nhourd wasn't sojers.”

“You know the steamer?’

“Yon, sah. Al's seed her face afore
din down et B Louese, Bhe ysier run
dawn de ribber—she's do John B.
Glover, ®he aln't no great shakes ob
s boat, sah."

Hin eyen, which had heen eagerly |
following the movements of the eraft,
turned and glaneesd st me.  “Mansa
Kirby bhe wus abonrd dut stemmoer, |
wah.”

“Kirby! Are you sure ahout that,
Bam ¥

“"Course Alv's sure, Dida't Ah wes |
him Just ax ploln s Ah wes you right |
now? He wus forrad by de rall, near
da pllot house, a-watehin® dis whele
shore ke n hawk, Dt sure wus
Mussa Kirhy ull right, but dar \\uu't]
nobody else ‘long wid him."” |

“Put what could he he doing there |
on n troop bhost ™

The pegro serntehed his head, mo-
meninrily puzzlisd by my question,

“Ah sure don't know, sah”™ he ads
mitted, “Only dat's perzackly who It
was, Ah fgure 1t out ot dis way,
sah: dat nobody kin tell yit which
way we went—up de ribbor er down |
de ribber. Laong cum de John B.[
(Hover, an' Massa Kirby he jusi take
a chance an' goes ahoard, e sherlff
he goes der odder way, downsiream
fa a rowhont; an' dut's how dey nlms
er wire head us off.” :

I mat down ut the edge of the biof, |
conivinead that the conclusions of the
negro were probably correct,  That
was undoubledly about how It had
happensd. To stlempt pursult op-
strenm with only oars as propelliog
power would be senseless, bat the pas-
sage upword of this treop boat ak
fordied Kirhy au opportunity he would |
not be slow to accept, Getting ehoard
wodld present no great difficnity, and
his probable acquaeiniance with the

gapinin would make the rest eas)

The stemmer by this time wak moy
ing dlagonally arross the rivegy bead |
toward the wther shore, and Was -
candy su (ue awny the men gu deck
were Invisible, It was séurcely prob |
able that Kirby would go far north- |
ward, hut Just what course the man
wonld take when oace mwre wshore
wax problemationl. Where he might
choose to seek for us could not be
guessd, Yet the mere fuct that he
was already wbove us on the river was
in liself & pmtier for grave conskd
eration. Sl thos fer we remained
unlocated, and there was less dauger
In that direction than downstream,
Once we atiwined the Rilpéls and
made srrmogements with Shrunk the
immedinte danger would bhe over,
Then | aced go no farther—the end of
the adventure might be left to others,
I looked up—the steamer was & mere-
smudge on the distant bosom of the
river.

It was late afiernoon before Rene
finally emerged from the cabln (o
learn the news, and I spent most of
the time on watch, seated at the edge
of the hiuff, my eyes searching the

surface of the river. While Kirhy's
presence apstresm unguestionably in-
creased our perll of ecapture, this did
not cause e as much ansious thought

as did the strange disappearauce of
Free Pete and the two women., What

“Do Menmers ever go up this river?™
I awked, surprised at the volume of
whter,

He gianced around st me as though
startled at my volee,

“You, suli; putiy near sny sorter
hoat kin. Trouble Is, suh, we's got
surted o de wrong  place—dars
]ill'llfy waluh tother side of dis yere
bar.”

“Who told you the best way o find
HBhrunk?"

Hin oyen widened and searched my
face, evidontly still somewhat suspl-
clour of any white man.

“A nigger down 8t. Loues way, sah.
Dey done cotehod him an' brought him
back afore he even got ter Beards-
town,"”

®Ani you helleve you ean gulde uws
theret"

“Ab sure can, If whut dat nigger
ped wur correct, sah, Al done ques
tloned him mighty particlar, un' Ah
memibors ohery sign whut he giv' me.”
He grinonod Lrondly. “Ah sorter sus
pleloted AL mought peed dat
mutlon.”

“AN right, then: it Is cortalnly Hght
goough now—let's push off,”

We had taken the sand Neghtly and
were ulilv to pole the boat Inte desp
water with no great Afeaity. The
bromide behind us remained
velled 1n wmist, but the gray Dght was
sulficient for our purpose, enabliog us
to procesd slowly untll our eraft bhad
rounded the protruding beadland, oot

river

of sight from below,

“"Tain't so awful fur from
sah"” “am enlled to e,

yere,

“What—the place where we are to
Bavinad 7
“You, sah, It's de mouth ob a little

creek whut yer nebber see till yor
right plum at i, Bettah keop yer eyes
open ‘long dat shore, mh"

The girl, alertly bent forward, was
first among us to detect the concenled
opening, which was almost completely
sereened by the overarchiug trees, her
volee ringing excltedly as she polnted
It out. Sam was quick to respond,
and almost before 1 had defloltely es
tablished the spot, the bow of the hoat
swervind and we shot In’ through the
leaty screen, the low-hung branches
sweaping sgalnst our faces and scrap-
Ing nlong the sides, It looked a verl-
tuble cuve, and Indeed all T remember
goting o wmy fOrst hasty glance

through the shadows was the oottine
of n sl bout moored to & Tallen
tree. 1 seranmbled over, found precss
tlous footing, and made fast.

“So thix is the place?” 1 guestioned
credulously, starlng abomt at the
dark, wsilent forest, which stlll re
malned in the deep night shade, “Why,
there's nothing here.”

“No, sab;: dar certenly don’t ‘pear
fer ter be much.” apd the negro crept
out of the cockpit and Joined me,
“‘eeptin' dut bont. Dar alo't no boat
‘round yere, les’ folks hes bin a-ridia’
in It, Ab reckon.”

Num advanced caatiously snd began
anxlously to sesu the ground, beating
back mod forth through the under-
brush. After watching him s moment
my guze settled on the strange bowt,
and | crept slong the log, curlous e
szamine 1t more closely, It had the
appearance of belug newly balll, the
paint unscratebed, and exhibiting few
murks of usage. A single pair of oars
lay erossed fn the bottom, and beside
thewe was an old coat and some ondl-
nary fshing teckle—but npothing fo
arouse any Ioterest. Without doubt
It belonged to Amos Shrunk, and had
been deft here after the return from
some excursion either up or down the
river. 1 was still staring at these
things and speculating sbout  them
when the negro called out from.a dis
tunce that be had found the path,

bad become of them during the night? ) Rene apnswered his hall, _standing up

Surely they could pever have out- |
strippiad us with only a pair of oars |
by which te combat the current, and |
yot wo had obtained no gllmpse of |
them anywhere mlong that siretch of |
river,

The kaowledge that the stesmer
which bad passed us was heavily |
Inden with troaps was most epcours |
nging. In itaelf wlone this was abuns |
dant proof of (he safe delivery of iy
dispatches, and 1 was thus relleved to |
reglize that the duly had been pers i
formed. There might be wonder and
later the necessity of explunntion, yel
no one would suffer from my absence,
and T was within the Hmits of my fur- |
lough—the re-enforeements for Forts
Armstrong  and Crawford were nl-
rendy on thelr way. 8o, altogetler, {l
I faced the task of eluding Kirhy with |
A Mghter heart and renpewed confls
dence, Alone, n¥ 1 belleved him 1o be,
and in that pew country ou the very |
vorge of clvilleation, fhe was bardly |
an antagonist 1 oeeded greatly to
fear. Iudeed, as man to man, 1 rather |
welcomed an encounter, I

There Is litthe o record, olther of
the day or night, The latter shu down l
dark but raluless, although the sky |
was heavily overcast by clowds.  sam
made no endenvor 1o speed his englne,
keoping most of the wuy close to the
deeper shadow of the shore, and the
machinery ma smoothly, s nolse e
distinguishable w1 any distonee, 1wy
had pot broken when we came 1o the

how cautlously up that stream, be-
coming lmediately aware that we
had entered new waters, The nepro,

beauchod the boat on o =and bar, aud
we decided It would be better for ns
to remaln there uotil dawn,  This wos
not loag in coming, the graving sky
of the east slowly Hghting up the scone
uind bringing Into view, litle by little,
our lmmediate surroundings, Nowhere
appeared the slightest evidence of life,

Iatlon, Sam was standing up, his
whole atteation concentraiad on tlwl

hwpding (e reality of what I bebeld, view upstream,

In 1he boat, and I bastened back to
hetp her ashore,

(To Be Continued.)

MORE FRY WANTED
FOR ODELL LAKE

i\‘oc Enough Planted in Proportion

to Number Taken Out for

Hatehory, Rays Hotel Man,

-

In an endeavor Lo have nuthorized
the planting of more trout fry in
Odell Lake In proportion to the
quantity of spawn removed for hat-
chery purposes, W. H. Brock, pro-
prietor of the Odell Luke hotel, waus
in Bend Saturday on his way to
Portland toe the matler before
the fish and game commission. Mr
Rrock that approximately
700,000 rauinbow epgs WwWere Laken
from the lake during the past yoar,
but that the trout planted would
total only about 25,000, *“Although
the MNshing Is still excellent, we

stales

Infor.
!

WVRIGL

Cc a package
before the war

¢ 3 package
during the war

¢ a package

THE FLAVOR LASTS
SO DOES THE PRICE!

NOW

must look to the fature,” Mr. Brock
sald.

An added advantage which Odell
Lake will have during the coming
season will result from the read now
being constructed by the forest wser-

vice from Crane Prairie to Davis
Lake, Davis and Odell Lakes are

—
——

If you are going

already compected by a farest road,

Having the Largest Line of

Used Furniture

in Bend we are ina p-osltion' to make
you some very attractive offerings.

RANGE this year. first consider the

Monarch Range

.:...Featuring the Duplex Draft......
-We also Buy Used Furmtm
Seo U first before byig
Standard Furniture Co. gg.

e e s e

and with the completion of the mew

Darvis Lake route, it will be possible
to make the trip from Bead In =
loop, returning from Odell by Cres-
cent Lake and Crescent.

Want to buy hay, use Bulletin clas-
sifind nds.

to have a . NEW

BRICK

FIRE LOSS IN FIV

NONE

Build With
BRICK!

BRICK BUILDINGS IN BEND== |
VALUE ABOUT |
$500,000 |

vs. OTHER BUILDINGS

E YEARS

BEND BRICK & LUMBER CO;

OTHER BUILDINGS-~=

VALUE ABOUT
$2,000,000

| FIRE LOSS IN FIVE YEARS OVER

| $100,000 |




