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\Who Participated in m.-ng

fng and Pillaging of Belgiam.
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CHAPTER VL.
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|

At 12 o'clock, midnight, we Were | .. ..emy fire

miffered heavily In dend and wounded,
which lay around thelr guns destroyed
Other batteries still

alarmed and balf an hour later Were | ,,.n04 were useless becnuse no more

on the march. The cool nlght atr felt |
'ood. and despite onr wenriness, we

ammunition could be gotten through.,
We paused W rest.  Bevernl artll-

made rapld progress. Toward fOUr | joonen approached us, sod a noncom-

o'clock In the morning we arrived at
Cheppy. It bad been completely jyun-
dered. Weé halted here for a brief

misstoned officer asked them why they
did oot fire,
“Beenuse we have used up all our

rest and watched preparations belng | ypununition,” was the answer of one of

made for the execution of two frac |
tireurs, They were two little farmers
who had supposedly concealed 0
French machine gun with its ecrew
from the Germans. The sentence was
executed In such & way that the peo-
ple were shown who their real rulers
now were,

The little town of Pogny, located
midway between Chalons-sur-Marne
and Vitryde-Francols. fared no bet
ter than Cheppy. a fact which we dis
covered when we entered there al anlne
o'clock.

We were now considerably nearer
the spot where the guns were roar
ing, mnd retiring of wounded and the
munition columns showed us that west
of Vitry-Je-Francols, s terrible battle
raged. At four o'clock In the after
noon, we arrived at Vitryle-Francols
after a forced march. The clty was
filled with wounded, but the town it
self was not damaged. The battle must
have been golng badly for the Germans
because we were ordered inte actiod
without belng given afly rest. We were
within three kilometers of the battle
line, when we came within reach of
hostile fire, a terrific hall of shells tore
up every foot of ground. Thousands
of corpses of German soldlers indl-
eated at what enormous cost the Ger-
mans had brought up all available re
serves. The French did everything
they could to prevent the Germans
from getting the reserves Into sction
and increased the artillery fire to un-
heard-of violence, [t seemed Impos
sible for us to be able to break through
this barrage. We saw bhundreds of
shells exploding every winute. . We
were ordered to run the gauntlet of
this hell In single file.

Lying prone upon the ground, we
saw how the first of our wen at-
tempted to pass. They ran. unmindfuol
of the shells bursting around them, ke
madmen ; others were burled under
ground thrown up by the high-power
explosives, or torn by shrapnel or gren-
ades. Two men had scarcely reached
the line when a well-directed shot from
& gun of a large callber burst directly
st thelr feet. When the smoke cleared,
there was no Jrace of the men,

You can imagine the feelings of
those who lay on the grousd pot 100
feet away witnessing this spectucie,
and walting theélr turn.

An officer cried: *“Next!”™ It was
my turn. As If aroused from a night-
-nn. I sprang up. my gun o my right

sidearm In my left, snd ran
ﬂd. | d-odsnd two shells just as

burst and ran close to seversl
others, bursting the same Instant. A
number of times | sprang back, then
ahead agaln, running to and fro ke a
madman, seeking a loophole, But every-
where there was lron and fire. | run
llke a hunted animal seeking & way to
pass to save myself, with a hell In
front of me, and an officer's revolver
always resdy behind, g

Throwing caution to the winds,
prepared to meet death and the devil
himself, 1 st last ran blindly ahead:
ran, ran, ran, untll somweons selzed my
cout tall and shouted In my ear:

“Here we are. Are you wounded?
Nou bhad better look. Perhaps you are
wounded and don't know 10"

1 was among those of my confrades
whoe bad gotten through. Tremhbling
all over, | stopped and looked around.

“8it dowp and you will feel better,”
sald one of the men. “We also have
trembled.”

Presently some wounded were
brought up. There were ubout 48 men
aud & sergeant took command., Noth-
ing more was seen of our officers,

We contivued to ndvance and passed

several German hatteries, Many had

|

| the battery wen,

“Is It Impossible to bring ammynol
tion through this bareage?
= "No," replied the artilleryman, “but
there Is po more ammunition. _That Is
why we cannol gel any., At Neufcha-
teau we started like wild men after the
enemy. Man and b st Jred from the
heat. mliroads and « *her mediums of
transportation were loft In thelr dam-
aged condition In the wildssacltement
of victory, as we dashed Into the heart
of France. We rmced on, blindiy and
thoughtiessly, thereby Interrupting
communleation with our bases, ron
diredtly Into the trap set for us by the
French, Before the first ammunifion

Tt In eerle, alone In thin devil's night.

“Why are you here? Wil you mur
der me ke those over there. Noon
they will return from over there nnd
the fun will be on again. Do you hear
the others weep?™

And he langhed,

Buddenly he started agaln: *1 sl
ways shoot st them until they stop
weeping. That Is fun”

And again he laughed, manincally,
and louder than before,

1 renlized fAnnlly that this man had
lost his resson, A man passed bring:
ing ammunition and | asked him to
feteh the commander at once, The of-
ficer arrived, accompnnted by an infan-
try leutenant, 1 met them and report
ed that my nelghbor had heen Aring on
the wounded, talking nonsense, and
andoubtedly was Insane. The Heuten-
ant stepped between us

“Can you see anything? he asked.

“Sea! No. But | hear them monn-
ng and weeping. As soon as | hit ooe
he 1a quiet for he sleeps ™

The Heutenant nodded to me, He
tried to take the gun from the man,
but the latter selzed It quickly and
sprang hack to cover, From there he
fired while standing among the wotmdk
ed. until » moment Inter, he hlmself
fell, riddlied by mnany bullets

The drama had only a few specta-
tors. It was hardly over before It was
forgotten. Anything but sentiment.

The blind Nring coutinued, The
ertes of the wounded becnine constant-
Iy louder.

Why? These wounded Iying be
tween the two fghting lines are ex-
posed to the firing of bath parties, No
one ean help them for it would be In-
sanity to venture into No Man's Lanil

Ever louder and with more heart-
rending pleadings, the wounded called
for the stretchers, for help, for water,
At the most a curse or an oath Is the
only response,

Our trench was filled with several
inches of water and underneath that,
mud. In this mormss lay dead and
wounded, thrown together. It became

and other rellef supplies reach us we | pecessary to make room and so the

will all be killed™

dead were thrown over the rmmparts

Up to this time we bad trusted | At one o'clock In the night men came

hllndly In the invincible strategy of our
great genernl staff. Now It was brought
home to us on all sides that the
French were fighting at bome, close
to thelr greatest source of supply, and
had excellent rallrond connections at
thelr disposal,
French maintalned a terrible artillery

Further than that the |

fire from guns of far greater caliber |

than we believed they owned. This led
0s to the conclusion that they were oo
cupying positions which had been pre-
pared for a long time. Yet we belleved
that the pleture palnted by the artl-
leryman had been too black. We were
soon to know hetter.

As we approached the enemy's
trenches, we were met with a heavy
machine gun fire. and In double-gquick
step hurried to the témporary protec
tion of hastlly thrown up duogouts. A
hard ralo had set in, The Aeld around
ux was covered with dead and wound-
ed. Even our trench was filled with
wounded., which made its occupation
by the defenders difficult. Many of
the wonnded men were paralyzed from
Iying on the slimy ground. All were
without bandages. They hegged for
bread and water. hut we had nooe for

| der our fire. They too had to retire '|

ourselver. They pleaded plteously, just |

for & scrap of bread. ® Many of them
had laln In this lnferno for twd days,
without baving enten anything what
ever,

We were senrcely established when |

the French artacked en masse, The oe-
cupanis of these trenches, whom we
had re-enforeed had alrendy repulsed
several of these altncke They uvrged
us to shoot snd fred wildly themselves

Into the ranks of the adyancing mneses, |

We responded 1o the exhortations of
the Infaniry oficers: “Fire, Ore bard
er, barder "

We fired until the barrels of our
gnns  became redbhot, The enemy
tnrned. The vietins of our fire al
rendy Iying in heaps in No Man's Land
between our lines and the enemy's
were Inereased by huodreds  The st
tack was repoised. .

It is dark, and It ralns and ralos, Al
ahoui us In the durkness nre hearnd
the wounded weeping, moaning, tme
ploring. Thelr cries are gugmented
by other wounded closer by, All enlled
for nndages, but we had none left, We
tore strips from our muddy shirts and
with them covered the guping wounds,
Men are dylng constantly, There are
no doctors, no bandages, nothing. The
wounded must be assisted, but first the
French must be repuised.

The raln falls harder constantly and
we uro all wet 1o the skin

We shoot |

hlindly into the night The fuctuating |

fire of musketry becomes strong, then
weaker, then strong again,
We ploneery ara scattered among the
infantry. My neighbor touches me,
“Say.” he cnlls,

“What do you want?" | ask, “Who
are you?t
“Come here,” he hissod,
e —_— o
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with stretchers and took away some of
the wounded, but for those wreiches
Iving In No Man's Land there was no
help.

CHAPTER VI,

To complete our misery, we recelved
orders during the nigbl to attack the
French st 4:15 Io the mormiong. We
made our preparntions under & pour-
ing raln. Promptly st 4:10 we went
over the top, Jumping over corpses aud

wounded men. We were forced o re
tire before n ball of machine gun fire,

and susiaining a large number of une |

necessary casuaities,

Hardly hand we regained our trenches
when the French attacked un. They
eame within three meters of our trench.
and here thelr nttack hroke down on-

with fearful losses,
Three times in two hours the French |

attacked, slways with heavy losses |

snd po resulta. We were st our wit's
end, Unless help came soon It would
be Impossible for us to hold the posi
tion. We were tortured by bunger and
thirst as well as being wet to the skin |
und were so exhausted that we could
hardly stand.

At ten o'clock the French sttacked
A fourth time. They came on In enor
mous numbers. Our leaders recognized
the danger of our position and ordered
us back, abandoning the wounded and
wuch booty. By s supecrhuman «ffort

we did maonge to save the machine
guns and ammunition,

We retreated

We Went Over the Top.

| 1,000 meters and took a wiand in our
| former trenches,

The oflicers told us
we would have to make o stand under
nny clreumstances and that the re-en-
forcements would cote soon,

In a moment the machine guns were
set up and soon we were sending a hall
of bullets Into the ranks of our pur
sulng enemy. His pdvance stopped In-
stuntly., Encournged by this succeéss
we fOred harder, so that the French
were compelled to seek cover,

The prowmised re-enforcements falled
to appear. About G600 meters to our
rear were six Germun batteries In po-
sition, but they malntalned only n very
weak fire. An artlllery officer appeared
before us and asked the commander of
our detachment If it would not be well
to recommend thut th€ batterles be
tuken back, He sald he hyd learned
by telephone that the GermAn line was
wivering op 1ts entire lgngth,

Before the commander could roply,
another attack on easee  followed,
which outnumbered us by from five to
roven times. Our commander now gave
up this position also, Completely de
moralized, we retired In Might, leaving
the six batterles (30 guos) to be taken
by the enemy,

The French stopped thelr barrage
fire because they feared to hurt thelr
own troops,  The Germuns utllized thie
moment to bring up reenforcoments
made up of all branches of the service,
Seattered Infanteymen, unmounted enve
alry, detached ploneers, had all been
WL Bvery TakesilITU was @i
ployed to N the ranks, Complete re
woerve units apparently no longer exist.
ed on thix the third day of the battle
of the Marne

Onee more the command was given
to turn and take n position sind the un-
equanl Nght begnn anew, We maw the
enemy advance, and selze the bat-
terlen,  Then we saw hitn storming
nhead with fixed bayonets, We fought
ke wild anlinnle,  For minutes there
rmged a bayonet flght beyond descrip-
tlon. We stabbed through the breast,
through the abdomen, und wherever
else wo could, This wns no ocension
to emiploy the bayonet tacties taught st
drtll, something which must be left for
drill-ground practice only,

The butts of the rifles whizzed
through the alr and any man's head
which they struck was hroken. Hel
mets and knapsacks had been lost long
since. In spite of the superiority of
numbers, the French could pot defeat
this lttle group of dexperate men. We
forgot everything around us and fought

pnothing else, Part of onr men pene-
| trated the hostile ranks and fought to
retnke the lost eannon, The enemy
recognizing the danger, retreated, and
tried 1o hold the conguered guns with
all his efergy. We continued to stab,
to club, man for man, but the enemy
held on to the batterles, Every can-
pon was surrounded by corpses, and
every minute new vietlms were cre-
ated. The artillerymen who were fght-
ing with us tried to remove the breoch
blocks of the guns,

Three Germans fought four French-

to my right. They were all that was
left around that plece. At another gun
70 men lay dend or wounded., A plo
peer went to the mouth of this gun and
with astounding calmness pushed shell
after shell inte the barrel, touched
| thew off and ran. Friend and fog allke

were torn by the terrible explosion,
ITln- gun wus completely demolished.
| Beventy to elghty men were killed for
| sothing.

After an hour's fAght, all the guns
| were once more In our possession. We
were now able to approximate the ter
| rible easunities, In the battle for this

ke bloodthirsty beasts, thinking of |

men at the third gun which was Just |

battery, Dead and wounded by hun- |

dreds, Infantry, cavalry, artillery and

ploneers, covered the narrow strip of

| ground.

Once more we recelved re-enforces
| ments. This time four regular compa-
‘nles of infantry had been tnken
awny from another detachment. Eveo
| If & soldier takes part In everythiog, he
| ean get only a very restricted view of

what 18 going on and has absolutely no

way of determining how the battle 18

golng.

1 These re-enforcements had been
taken from all different arms and late
arrivals had been taken from a division
which had been threatened exanctly ke
ours was, This led us to conclude that
we could only resist further stincks
provided fresh troops reached us
only we could get something to eat,

| But there seemed no way to relleve the

hunger and thirst which tortured us

Now, horses galloped up to remove
| the guns we had left, and at the same

lnstant the Frepch artillery opened a

tremendous fire from guos of all call

It |

hers. The shells fell smong the B0
tenms comprising the column, Confu
| slon relgned. Groups of sizx horses

r--mnpri-tna ench tenm sprang Into the

wir, then ran in sl directions, pulling
| thelr curriages with the wheels up bhe
| Wind them. Some of the terrifed ank
| mals ran directly Into the hinviest nre,
only to be torn to shreds with thelir
drivers,

The enemy now transferred his fire
to the hattery position which we occtr
pled,
advance or retrest, Hetreat? Nol The
order came to retake the positions
which we had lost st the opeding of
the bottle and which the Frenchmen
presumably had made ready o with-
stund a new attack, By this time we
had been re-enforced with more cun
non fodder and the lnsune Bght could
begin anew,

We advanced over a wild fleld, cov-
| eredd by thousands upon thousands of
| torn humon bodies. No shot fell; the
|:ml3' fAring was the hostile urtillery
| continuing to shell our hattery posl
| tlons, Nelther the enciuy's artillery
| nor Infantry was turned upon us. This
mude us suspleiots and our spprehen
slon regarding what was o come o
erensed ns we were permitted to ad
vance unmolestod,

Suddenly there was turned loose
upon us the fire from a wultitude of
machine guns, We threw ours¢lves on
the ground and hunted cover, An in
stant lnter we aghin sprang up and
continued our march, Once more we
encountered destroction. By this time
we had lost almost » third of our mwen
and, exhausted, we halted,

Searcely had we taken n position be-
fore we were attacked from the front
and flank,. We no looger hnd an ade
quate force to successfully resist this
doulile hlow, ns the envmy, in greatly
superlor numbers, had practieally
erushed our foree. The left wing was
completely cut off and we Eaw our men
throw up thelr hunds nnd surrender,
We who were In the center were ubs
able to come te thelr assistunce; our
runks were belng decimated from min-
ute to minute.

“Reyenge for Sommepy,” sounded 1o

For us It was only o question of

| tarinls,

POOL WORLD'S
RAW MATERIAL

CONSTRUCTION OF A GREAT MA-
TERIAL RESERVE NOW UNDER
WAY TO PAYE WAY MOR LANT-
ING PEACE BETWEEN NATIONH

By Robert J. Bender
(United Press Biaff Corrempondent. )

WASHINGTON, Bept, 7 Con
struction of a great raw materiale
rosorve by the allled nations s now
under wuy to pave the way for a
Just and lanting peace

Kalner Wilhelm recontly declnred

that the great ¢risia In the west de
panded upon which slde mustersd
most quickly abd adequately its re-|
sorves—but he dido’t fAgure on raw
intorinls

When the war Ian over, the slde
with the reserves—gold, food, coal,
fron, steel, cotton, wool and clothing

will be the power to determine the

pence and happiness of the world, of
ficials hore doclare
Plan International Towrd,
The United States government

now taking steps to acquire that re
serve. Raw materials may be pooled
after the war, as now, to Insure
agalnst another outbreak of Hohen
sollarnism, I the great war falls to
drive that blood monarch from the
throne

An International prioritiea board
will determine what nations shall re-
celve first benefits of these raw ma
It will take care that
weak and helplesa country frst Is al

my enrs,

The right wing hroke and earried os
with It In a wild fight. Direct retreat
had been cut off for us, &0 we ran
backward across an open fOeld, each
man for hlmself, with a heart bursting
with horror and fear as the result of
the enemy's murderous fire.

After running a lopg Ume we reqched
a hamiet northwest of Vitryde Fran-
cols. Without guns, helmets, or knap
sacks, the few who had been able to
save themaelves gnthered here

As & result of this battle the French

acquired a large amount of hooty,
the guns which had been the center of
so much bitter fighting were lost.
the hundreds upon hundreds of sol

diers who participated In the battles

senrcely 100 were left. The others
were all dend, wounded or missing
Thin e what was done to the tnvincible
war machine by the French people,
who, before the struggle, we had brand-
ed as cowardly and degenernte!

——— -

(To Be Continued.)
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lowed to revive Its strength, that it
may not be saddenly overwholmod
while convalescent by n natlon whowse
military strength has survived the
wiar and whose greed for eoxpansion
has not bean tompersd

The foundation for this board
could be the International organiza-
tion already developing to direct dis-
iribution of pooled allled war sup-
The out-
of the will determinme

rome wWar

|
| whether Germany s & party to the

board.
Finance Board, Too,
Thete Is & movement afool (o ea-
tablishh  an International
board to malntaln Anancial stability

ressrve

{through the period of reaction that

inavitably will follow the war This
organization would oparate to maln-
tain a halance of gold among nations
alter the federal
resnerve bhoard now malntains a bal-

War, even as Lthe

| ances of credit and currency in the

Unitnd Sintea
Through these two great Inter
an much

|n11luunl Instrumentalition
Of [an through an armed league of na-

tlons, trade treaties could be main-

J'Qlll'll openly, secret pacta could not

well survive, and no nation ecould
hoard war supplies and bhulld up »
predominating milltariam without
full knowledge and restraint of Is
sister nations. Many authorities he-
Heve peace would be rendered abwo-
lutely lasting through malntenance
of this machinery,
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The Flavor Lasts

We will win this war—
Nothing else really matters until we do!




