
FLOUR MILLS BURN

Portland Company Sustains Loss

of $425,000 to Plant.

'WILL REBUILD WITHOUT DELAY

Insurance Amounted to $326,000
Spontaneous Combustion Wat

Cause or Conflagration.

Portland, Sept. 16. Spontaneous
combustion and subsequent explosion
of flour dust on the fourth floor of tho
local mill of the Portland Flouring
Mills company, set fire to tho plant at
8:10 o clock yesterday morning and nl
moat completely destroyed tho machln
ery and buildings. The loss is esti
mated at about (425,000 on machinery,
structures and grain, with insurance
amounting to 1325,000. The boiler
room, main engine, warehouse and
contents were saved.

Customers of the Portland Flouring
Mills company will not suffer as a re--

suit of the disastrous conflagration of
yesterday. Receipts of grain will not
be lessened and business of the company
will be handled as usual. In addition
to the mill destroyed, the company op
crates 14 others, and it is the.intontion
to divert a portion of the product of
these mills to Portland for the purpose
of protecting customers in this district.
Oriental orders now on band, and orders
for shipment to California will bo
promptly filled.

Work of rebuilding the plant will
begin at soon as possible. As soon as
the insurance adjusters complete their
work, the process of tearing down the
wreck will commence. The new plant
will be larger, and modem in every
respect.

Two fireman were severely injured
and a Japaneso killed during the pro
great of the fire.

RUSSIA SENDS TROOPS.

Xizir It Masting Great Army In SI- -

berian Territory.
Victoria, O. C., Sept 16. Russia is

massing a great army in Siberia, four
or five barracks are being built and
extensive fortifications made and spec-
ulation aa to a second war with Japan
is a common topic of conversation
among the Russian military men, said
A. B. Denbigh, a Russian who re-

turned from Siberia and Mongolia by
the steamer Kaga Mara today.

"I was told that there were at least
600,000 troops in Siberia." said Mr.
Denbigh. "Troops are quartered ev-

erywhere. The number of troops are
from four to five times the number in
Siberia before the war. At Vladivos-
tok, before I left, there was a review
of 55,000 troops and not one man was
taken from the fortifications. I sup-
pose at least as many more could have
been prepared."

Denbigh brought news of a rich gold
strike by Russians in Mongolia, about
60 or 60 milesfdistant from Kiskta, the
big walled city which has been for cen-

turies one of the stopping places of
the tea caravans from China.

PRESIDENT DIAZ AQED 70.

Mexican Ruler Celebrates Workmen
Move Him to Tears.

Mexico City, Sept. 16. General For-firi- o

Diaz, president of Mexico, cele-
brated his 79th birthday anniversary
yesterday. Ho received greetings
from many foreign countries. The
diplomatic corps and consular body
were early at the palace. United
States Ambassador Thompson and Con-

sul General Drier, of Sweden, congrat-
ulated the president. Diaz, who is in
splendid health, feelingly answered
these salutations. A body of work
men expressed the hope that Diaz
might yet rule Mexico for many years,
and their enthusiasm moved the presi
dent to tears. President Diaz has oc-

cupied his office for 32 years. He has
been renominated for the term com-
mencing in 1910 and ending six years
later.

Governor Johnson Serious.
Rochester, Minn., Sept. 16. Gov-

ernor John A. Johnson, who was oper-
ated on in St. Mary's hospital here
yesterday for an intestinal abscess,
was somewhat improved late last night
and bis physicians said that he would
survive the night. Dr. C. F. McNevin,
house physician, issued the following
bulletin: "Governor JohnBon has
taken a turn for the better. His pulse
Is better, being down to 140. His ab-

dominal pains have been relieved by
vomiting and be bas apparently passed
the ilrst crisis of the shock."

Lovett Chairman of S. P.
New York, Sept. 16. The board of

directors of the Southern Pacific rail-
way today elected Judge Robert S.
Lovett chairman of tho executive com-
mittee of the board. Jacob SchifT and
William Rockefeller were elected mem-
bers of the directorate and also mem-
bers of the executive committee.

TAFT SMILE WINS.

Protldent Beams Hit Way Into Favor
With Chtcagoana.

Chicago, Sept. 17. President Taft
smiled his way into tho hearts of 600,.
0U0 Chlcagoans yesterday. Geniality
and "Bill" Taft for that's what the
multitudes called him rulod tho city
for 15 hours. From tho moment ho ar-

rived until ho entered his private car
to leave, through nil the automoblllng
and speechifying and handshaking and
excitement, there was ono thing which
shone as brightly na tho sun of a per-
fect day. It was tho famous smile.
That smile wnt commented upon every-

where. It was cheered and it mado
thoso who saw it feel more pleased
with the world and with themselves.
Good humor, jollity, happiness theso
followed Mr. Taft like attendant guard-
ians wherever ho wont.

And in response, to that smile Mr.
Taft got the smites and laughter of tho
throngs, as well as tholr shouts and ap-

plause. All tho way through tho 16

miles of streets which ho traveled dur-

ing tho day In a motor, at tho West
Sido ball park, at tho Orchestra Hall
meeting, at tho bankers' ball, Mr. Taft
saw thousands upon thousands of faces
which smiled at him and which cheered
him.

"It's grand," said the chief execu-

tive beforo ho had been in tho city flvo

minutes. "I'm really vastly glad to
bo here."

As his automobile swept down Mich-

igan avenue in the midst of 150,000
school children, he turned to his aide- -

do camp, Captain Archibald W. Butt,
U. S. A., and bis voico was just aq
atom husky.

"This is wonderful, Butt." ho said.
Tho checrlnc of tho children is most

pleasant to me, and yet affecting, for
we know that tho cheering of tho child-

ren is sincere."
At tho great bankers' ball there

were silks and white moulders ana
jewels; there was rythm of waltz mu-

sic and ulow of nendant llshta: thero
waa dancing by blushing debutantes
and eplgramatlc foreign consuls ; there
was promenading by prominent bank- - I

era and dowagers and beauties and pol
iticians. And the chief individual fig
ure of toe sceno waa tbo big man in
evening dress who smiled and smiled
and smiled.

Unqualifiedly President Taft is in
favor of union labor. This waa the
subject of his main speech today, and
in plain terms be upheld organization, I
but demanded that tbe rights or non-

union labor bo protected. Next to this
in national Importance was his de
nouncing the present court system. He
deplored delays in the administration
of justice and announced an Intention
to urge congress to make a change.

MONEY FOR WIDOW.

Mrs. Harrlman It Made Only Benefi-

ciary In Will.

New York, Sept 17. A hundred
brief words, weighted each with ap-
proximately 11,000.000 and containing
in their entirety the last testament of
E. H. Harrlman, given out yesterday,
make his widow, Mary Averlll Harrl
man, one or the wealthiest women in
tho world.

It perhaps is the briefest will on re
cord for the disposal of an estate of
such magnitude. All bis property is
left to Mrs. Harrlman. Wall street
estimates that Mrs. Harrlman will in- -'

berit in realty and personal property
between $75,000,000 and 1100,000,000.,
Mr. Harri man's private fortune is sup-
posed to have been greater tbtn this
by many millions, but there Is reason
to believe that bis unmarried daugh-
ters, Mary and Carol: bis married
daughter, Mrs. Robert Livingstone-Guerr- y;

and his two sons, William
Averili and Roland, a boy of 14, to
gether with his surviving slater, Mrs.
Simons, and other relatives, have all
been substantially provided for with
vlfta out of hand.

The will Is dated June 8, 1903, end
is witnessed by Charles A. Peabody, '
president of the Mutual Life Insurance
company, who drew it, and C. C. Tcge--
thoff. Mr. I'eabody was Mr. Harri-man'- s

close personal friend.
Mr. Harrlman, by making no bo

quests to children or relatives, avoided
the largo share of the enormous inher-
itance tax which, under the laws of the
state of New York, would otherwise be
Imposed.

Fires Destroy Homes.
Oxnard, Cal., Sept. 17. A great for-

est fire Is burning tonight in the hills.
Telephone messages from Somis at 6
o'clock called for all available men to
fight the flames. Four families were
burned out in Las Posat hills today.
Hundreds of tons of hay and beans were
burned. Several hundred men fought
tho flros all night, and have the biggest
task yet boforo them in saving tho
ranchers' homes. The fires began early
Monday morning, and have burned in
varying directions ever since, devastat-
ing a solid stretch of 30 mills of hills.

Canada Helps Travelert.
Ottawa, Ont, 8epL 17. The Cana

dian Railway commission bas mado an
order commanding all railroads In Ca-

nada, which do an international busi-
ness, to direct their conductors to pre
vent any undue Interference with pas
sengers in Canada by United States im-

migration officials.

OREGON STATE ITEMS OF INTEREST

OPENING AT LAKEVIEW.

Every Participant Sure of Securing
Land or Lot,

Lakovlotv The distribution of the
lands of tho Oregon Valley Land com-
pany, owners of tho old Oregon mili-
tary road grant, and tho Heryford Cat-tl- o

company's lands, not only it the
largest private land opening In histo-
ry, but I .'differs In many ways from
land allotments mado by tho United
States government. In tho Lakovlew
opening every participant gets a tract
of land and a town lot. There are no
blanks.

Three hundred thousand acres of land
are being distributed practically with-
out expense to the public. Tho lands
were cut into 11,992 tracts, varying In
slzo from 10 acres to 1,000 acres, and
that number of contracts were sold for
$200 each, nvory contract being good
for a tract of land and a Lakeviow lot.
The purchasers live in every state In
the Union, but tho bulk of the con-

tracts were sold in tho Middle West.
About 3,000 contracts wcro sold In Ne-

braska, 2,000 in Kansas, and smallor
allotments In Missouri, Iowa, Illinois,
Ohio, Indiana, Minnesota, Oklahoma
and other states. Noarly 1,000 con-

tracts wero bought by Oregon anl Cal-
ifornia people

FOREST FUND IS $33,120.47.

Oregon School Fund It Increased by
wnrrroi

cc,cd 60,000 balCB.

Drill for Oil Near Nehalem.
Nehalem The Hydrocarbon Oil com-

pany Is building a large drilling camp
noar here, a bargo load of heavy ma-
chinery having already been received.
Actual drilling will commence verjr
soon.

Pear Crop Short.
La Grande The first carload of pears

that will bo shipped out of La Grande
this year is being packed now. Tho
supply will not bea o abundant aa that
of last year.

Seven Pound Potato.
Pendleton George Dodge, gardener

for the J. E. Smith Livestock com-
pany, has a potato that weighs 1XA
pounds. The seed was planted In
March.

UMATILLA WHEAT CROP.

Flood of Gold Follows the Harvest In

Prosperous Grain Center.
Pendleton. Tho lure of $3,000,000

In bright gold pieces, without taint or
reserve, sends a thrill thrtugh tho peo-pl- o

of Umatilla county, at this season
of tho year that cannot bo appreciated
by any ono who na not folt tho charm
of tho grain fields when each golden
head nods to tho thrifty flintier Its
readiness to bo converted Into gold for
his purso as ro&ard for his efforts dur-
ing tho 12 months closing with the
gathering in of tho sheaves. Tho call
of the grain fields haa been henrd, tho
tremendous task of saving tho harvest
has been performed, the marketing of
tho grain Is the duty which calls forth
tho best judgment and tact of the farm-
er, in this county, whoro to ralso grain
successfully rand largely la tho ambi-
tion of every owner of land.

Umatilla county farmers have Just
finished harvesting a crop of grain that
will place fully $3,00o.(i00 In their
purses. Tho cron will net about as
much money aa any produced In tho
county, inasmuch as the price to bo re-

ceived will bo much higher than was
taken fur tho "bumper" crop of 1907,
when Umatilla county produced more
than 1 per cont of all the wheat grown
In tho United States. Umatilla coun-
ty is easily thn grain center of Oregon,
producing practically one third of all
the atato. Thero was a time when
Umatilla county "took off itt hat."
metaphorically speaking, to the to

valley In tho growing of grain,
but that day hat long since passed Into
history.

Hay Prices High
Klamath Falls Despite tho fact that

the hay crop It fully up to tho avertgo
and tho acreage it larger than hereto-
fore, stockmen complain about execs-slv- o

prices. Alfalfa is held at 18 and
110 In the stack. Last year the crop
was not quite up to the average and
the price ranged from $7 to $8.60. It
is contended by stockmen that unless
the producers sell for less money them
will bo a shortsgo In the regular num-
ber of cattlo to bo wintered in the Kla-
math basin.

Alfalfa Brings High Prices.
Froewater rho alaflfa crop In the

Hudson Bay country Is almost entirely
In stack. Thlt section received itt
namo from the fact that tho Hudson
Bay company In the early days of Ore-
gon wintered thslr stock in this valley.

'The climate it milder than that of the
surrounding country. Large bands for

' Spokane and Seattlo markets are win
tered here. The crop will be about
20,000 tons and ranchers are getting
$9 and $10 a ton at tho stack.

' PORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat Bluestem, 97c; club, 87c;
,rcd Russian, 86Hc; valley, 90c; fife,
1 87c; Turkey red. 87c; d, 89tfc

Barley Feed, $20.60; brewing,
$27.60 per ton.

Hay I" I mothy, Willamette valley,
$13(f(15 per ton; Eastern Oregon,
$16.60fCl7.60; alfalfa, $14; clover,

,$14; cheat, $13(314.60; grain hay,
$15(310.

Buttor City creamery, extras, 36c;
fancy outside creamery, 33(t36c; store,
21 ft 22c per pound. Butter fat prices
average lKc per pound under regular
buttor prices.

Eggs Oregon ranch, candled, 31c
per dozen.

Poultry Hens, 15X(7U6c per pound;
springs, 16)(ijl6c; roosters, OdtlOc;
ducks, young, 14Kc; geese, young,
10c; turkeys, 20c; squabs, $1,764(2
per dozen.

Pork Fancy, 10c per ound.
Voal Extra, lOtfclOJjc per pound.
Fruits Apples, $l(il2.25 ptr box;

penrs, B0cQ($1.2G; peaches, G5c(Tf$1.25
per crate; cantaloupes, 60c!fcl,60;
plums, 266(760 per box ; watermelons,
11?.C per pound; grapes, 60r6,$1.26
per basket; casabas, $l,76fiJ2 per
crate; quinces, $1.60 per box.

Potatoes $1 per sack; sweet Kta-too- s,

2g2c per pound.
Onions $1,25 per sack.
Vegetables leans, 4(i(6c per pound ;

csbbago, (tYiz cauliflower, 76cJfl
$,.26 per dozen: celery, 60c(if$l; corn,
15M20c; cucumbers, 10tf(25c; onions,

K'iilBc: peas, 7c per pound ; pep-
pers, 6Tf)10c; pumpkins, 1 6 (TO 1 ? i c ;
squash, 5c; tomatoes, 36(7240c por box.

Hops 1909 Fugglet, 20c; clusters,
nominal; 1908 crop, 17c; 1007 crop,
12c; 1900 crop 8c per pound.

Wool Eastern Oregon, 1623c per
pound; valloy, 23(r2Gc; mohair,
choice, 2426c.

Cattle Steers, top, $4.25; fair to
good, $4; common, $3,60(743,76 ; cows,
top, $3.25ff3.50; fair to good, $3y
3.25; common to medium, $2,60?J2.75;
calves, top, $5(35.60; heavy, $3.60(7j4;
bulls, $22.2G; stags, $2.603.50,

Hogs Best, $8; fair to good, $7.75
(727.86; stackers, $07; China fats,
$7.6008.

Sheep Top wethers, $4: fair to
good, $3.60(33,76; yearlings, best, $4;
fair to good, $3.60613,76; ewes, He
less on all grades; spring lambs, $6
5.26.

HAHHIMAN IN TOMU.

Services Attended Principally by Em-

ployes of Estate.

Arden, N. Y SopL oiiRh

tho quiet aisles of llauiRKi woods, the

body of Edward Henry llnrrlmnn was

carried yesterday from the great housn

ho novor lived to see completed, ami

I n Id In Its last resting plnco on tha

Anion hillside.
Tim rulers of Wall street came from

New York to pay their last tribute,

but the most prominent part in the cer-

emony was taken by tho men who know

him best as n country mlro and mas-

ter of tho great estate, which covers

43,000 acres of hill mul valley.

Ills general supcrlntendenL hU mas-

ter carpenter, hit master mason and
t he managers and assistant manners of
hit dairies, his farms and his trotting
stables bore his collln. The funeral
wan private and only those who wcrti
personal friends of tho family and hud
received Invitations from Mrs. Harrl-
man were admitted. Tho
party arrived at Arden at 11:16 p. m.
on a tH)cial train.

Tho Ilrst service was holy commu-

nion, celebrated at 10 a. in. by tho
Rev. J. Holmes McGulness, at the
Harrlman home, on Tower Hill. At
11 o'clock them rnme a public memori-

al service at SL John's church for the
employes of the farm and parishioners,
who, on account of lack of space, were
unable to attend the funeral service
later. Mrs. Charles I). Simons, Mr.
Uarrtman's sister, her husband, two
daughter and Orlando II. Harrlman, a
brother-in-la- were the only relatives
present

Elaborate precautions were taken to
preserve the privacy of the afternoon
service. Several score of employes,
aided by a numberof policemen, guard-

ed all roads over which the funeral pro-

cession passed and krpt watch at Inter-

vals of 20 yards around the patch of
woods which Includes the Harrlman
burial ploL

The casket one solid mass of lilies
of the valley and green vinet with an
Immense bunch of crimson rotes on top

was carried to the altar by eight
bearers In black and wearing black
akull cap. Trie regular jfunoral service
was conducted by Dr. McGulness, as-

sisted by Rev, (J. Nelson, archdeacon
of the Cathedral of SL John the Divine
In New York, A male quartet and the
choir of Grace church. New Yotk, sang
"Abide With Me" and "There Is a
Land of Pure DellchL" Mr. Harrl
man' favorite hymn. Thn service
lasted but 20 rnlnutes. Then the bear-
ers carried tho casket to the burial
ploL 100 yards up the hill. Thero was
no room Inside the burial ground for
more than 15 or 20 beside the mourners
and the two olllclating clergymen.
Others stood on the road outside and
look oil over the atone wall.

Several hundred Harrlman employes
and their families stood with bared
heads outside the church during the
service.

CHILDREN OREET TAFT.

Spectacular Feature Given Pretldtnt
Whan He Goes to Chicago,

Chicago, Sept. 13. The aound of
160,000 children's voices tinging "Co-
lumbia the Gem of the Ocean," In uni-
son will greet President Taft within
half an hour after ho step off his spe-
cial train in Chicago next Thursday
morning, according to official plana for
the celebration of the coming of the
nation's chief executive, announced
tonight.

The board of education thla afternoon
officially dralgnatrd Thursday as "Taft
day" and doclared a holiday for all
punllc schools. The committee from
tho commercial bodies which It in
charge of the entertainment of the
president ha computed the arrange-
ments and It Is propofed to make the
demonstration by the school children
the most spectacular feature of the
president's visIL Places have already
been arrangod for 160,000 children In
the parks through which the president
will pass during the paradu arranged
for his party. '

The president will remain In Chicago
from 11:15 a. m. Thursday to 2:45 a.
m. Friday, when ho will depart for
Milwaukee.

Practical Joke Wins Farm.
Hamilton. Ohio. HenL l.'l Ml.. Pi.

tB ROSS. Of this citv. a tvnnirrniih.ir
employed by 8layback& Harr, luwyors,
has been notified that the has drawn a
160-acr- e tract in tho government land
lottery at Spokane, Wash. Miss Ross
and Miss Blanche Mmnilrn nt tl.ia it
were In Spokane at tho tlmo of tho
urawing on a pleasure trip. Purely for
amusement they deposited tho 26-ce-

fco and mado a drawlncr. Mia !(,.
joko made her ono of tho three
Ohloans to win a free miartar .
tlon.

Haul 800,000,000 Through Streets
ChlcBDO. HnL IS. Unn than inn

000,000 In cash and securities was car
ried through downtown streets In an
immense van. when thn rvnint.i.i
batik moved from Lift nila nn,l ,!,.
streets to Its now quarters at Clark and
Monroe streets, une van was guarded
by a squad of heavily armed police.

FOR POSTAL BANKS

President Tall Doclaros Parly Is

Hound by Hank,

POINTS TO SUCCESS IN CANADA

President tiaya Government Has Now
Reached Stage Where It Must

Do MoreJThan Police force,

Milwaukee, Wis., Sept. 1H. Prrsl-de-

Taft devoted Ills principal address
in Milwaukee at the State Fair
grounds, yesterday, t tho subject of
postal savings hanks, which h strong.
ly endorsed before a largo and enthusj.

astlc gathering that overflowed thu
grandstand. Tho president said Hut
the ttnl savings bank plank In the
Republican platform hound everybody
who called himself a Republican.

"If they do not like a plank In a
platform," said Mr. TafL "or If they
don't like the platform Itself, they
cease to be Republicans or they art
Republicans with an exception, and

that Indicates a free and enlightened

and discriminating people, Hut I am
here to uphold the doctrine of postal
savings banks because I believe they
will fill a long' felt want In this coun-

try. In the first place It It said the
poital savings bank I a very patrrntl
Institution; that It haa a leaning to-

ward Socialism state Socialism and

that It uroe to take the banklr--

business out of the hands of private
persons and put It Into those of the
government. No, I am not a Socialist,
and I am net a paternalist., and I am
not In favor of having the government
do anything that private cltlims csn
do as well or better; but there are con-

ditions. We have passed beyond tb
time of what they railed the '(.aliset,
Falre' school, which believed that the
government ought to do nothing but
run the police force, ami we do not rec-

ognize the necessity for the Interfer-
ence of the government because It has
great power and great resources be-

hind It, and because sometimes It csn
stand the lack of an Immediate return
on capital to help ouL We did It In
our Pacific railroad. We have done

it In a great many different ways, snd
In this particular postal saving bank
business the government I tspeclslly
fitted to do what any system of private
bankers can do.

"The great usefulness of the postal
saving bank Ilea In the great encou-
ragement to thrift on the part of those
who are just wavering In Uie balanrt
whether they shall save the money or
use It because they don't know where
they can ul It safely.

"Canada haa the postal savin btnk,
and what ia the result along the herder
In the Northwest You find Americans
going up to the border and making de-

posit In tho savings banks. WbyT
Because they have the.guaranteo of the
Canadian government."

Prcaldent Taft said the government
had Issued upward of $700,000,000 1
por cent bonds of the United States
and floated them at par, at 2 per rent
or a little more,

" We did It by getting tho banks Into
a corner so thoy had to have, under the
law, some government security, and so
they were obliged to buy those 2 per
cent bonds," he said. Inclosing, Pres-
ident Taft said:

"We aro looking forward, I hope
with confidence, to a readjustment of
our wholo financial system, Certainly
It needs it, and it has been suggested
that the savings bank might well await
that. I am bound to say that I don't
seo tho necessity for Involving thern.
It seem to me that omr system can
stand by Itself, and if wo adopt the
savings banks they will easily be work-

ed Into a general system of banking,
because the savings banks will furnlih
us five or alx hundred millions of do-

llars, and that I a very tidy pilo to have
around for tho government to use le-

gitimately In order to carry on any

financial operations."

Old Klndnett Rewarded.
Methuon, Mass., Sept. 18. One of

thoso ttrongo legacies bobbed up la
Mutinied today when It became known
that Mrt. Georgo Bromor hod received
from attorneys In thu tidily Islands the

information that Q. Rlbstock, n mn
whom sh'j and her mother bofrlendea
in Bermuda, had willed her about $lr
000,000 In railroad stocks and bonds.
When Mrs. Kramer mot Rlbstock In

Bermuda sho then was unmarried, tnd

with her mother did many little kind-

nesses for him in hit old ago, He wM
80 yean old nt tho tlmo.

Htrrlman't Properly Estimated.
M.IU Vlt On... lO A MMnMllt1l. tO
ivt ll UUJII. 4C, nn.uiuii'1) JT

a Wall street publication, "It can be

.t.l .. (I.- - l.l'.l.... ....u..li..l thltiit
Mr. Harrlman'a property amounted to

between $76,000,000 and $100,000,000.


